Strwythur Traethawd Posib’ ECDE7013 Possible Essay Structure

	Suggested Content
	Approximate Word Counts
(+/- 10%)

	Chapter 1 – Introduction
Including:
· Rationale – why was it important that this research was carried out?
· Institutional and/or Local Context – where was it carried out?
· Position – what was your role in the context of this research? (particularly if your research was undertaken within your place of work)

	700

	Chapter 2 – Literature Review
As you write, read your RQ(s) often. 
Consider:
· Does the information that you are writing about refer directly to your RQ(s)? If not, delete it!
· Are you giving the reader enough background information through the literature in order for them to understand the study that follows?
· Is there a logical order to the information that you are writing?
· Are you being critical in your approach to the literature or is your writing descriptive?

This section could end with:
· Your research question(s)
· Significance of the study in relation to the literature; i.e. the gap that you were trying to fill

	3000

	Chapter 3 – Research Design and Methodology
(or could be separated into two chapters if you prefer)
The Research Design section could include:
· Epistemology / Ontology / Theoretical Framework
· Researcher positionality

The Methodology section could include:
· Your sampling strategy
· Your data collection methods (interview, questionnaires etc.)
· Your data analysis methods (Thematic Analysis, Content Analysis etc.)
· Specific ethical considerations (Only a brief discussion is needed here, perhaps referring to elements relating to ethics that are particularly relevant to your context; e.g. consent/assent, confidentiality. You could also refer to your ethics form and include it in an appendix.)

	3000
You may find that you need more words in this section.

	Chapter 4 – Findings 
Here, you should present your data. This could include:
· Quotations from interview transcripts
· Graphs/charts to show questionnaire responses

	3000

	You may prefer to merge Chapters 4 and 5 together into one long chapter.

	Chapter 5 – Discussion
This section could include:
· A drawing together of ideas/themes; e.g. by using Thematic Analysis or other analytical approach
· Links to the literature that has been discussed in Chapter 2

If you find that you want to make links to several pieces of literature that you have not included in Chapter 2, you might want to revise the literature review!

	2000

	Chapter 6 – Conclusions and Recommendations
This section could include: 
· Limitations of, and reflections on, your data collection approach and processes – given your time again, what might you do differently?
· Your possible contribution to the field Implications for future research
· Final reflections
	300

	References
Please use the UWTSD Harward Referencing Guide
	

	Appendices
These should be labelled A, B, C… or 1, 2, 3…
Please do not include:
* whole transcripts of interviews (though you can include a section of a transcript if you need to) 
* copies of every questionnaire response that you received (though you could include one as long as it has been anonymised)
* long sections of important writing because you have run out of words!

	




General points

In preparation for the thesis, this assignment should be written in past tense.

It could be written in the active voice (first person) or in the passive voice.

While some signposting is a good thing, avoid using too many of your words summarising sections and/or telling the reader about what comes next.
