Was the agoge or the socio-economic system the most important factor in the success of the Spartan military.
There were many reasons for the success of the Spartan military, including quantity and quality of manpower, good allies, reputation and good leadership, however the two most important reasons for the success of the Spartan military were the agoge and the socio-economic system, both of which encompass other reasons for success. However, the agoge was the more important factor of the two for the success of the Spartan military.
	To begin, the agoge in Sparta was a rigid education and training programme that all young male Spartans between the ages of 7[footnoteRef:1] and 17,[footnoteRef:2] maybe even up to the age of 30,[footnoteRef:3] went through, unless they were a direct heir to the throne.[footnoteRef:4] There are a vast amount of reasons of varying significance for why the Spartan military was successful that can come under the agoge, namely obedience, discipline, enough training, strategy, professionalism, quality of (a fair portion) of manpower, reputation, and even leadership to a degree.  [1:  Plut. Lycurgus 16]  [2:  Hodkinson (2015) ]  [3:  Hodkinson (2012)]  [4:  Montgomery (2011) review of Schrader (2010) in Markoulakis (2011) p27; Hodkinson (2015)] 

As the agoge was a strict and rigid education system for young Spartan boys, which taught them music and basics of writing and reading,[footnoteRef:5] as well as how to fight, how to obey, discipline, how to lead justly and how to strategize. It was thought that all they were taught to do was fight,[footnoteRef:6] which is not the case, as mentioned. The paides (meaning boys, thought to age between 7 and 13,[footnoteRef:7] or 7-17[footnoteRef:8]) were taught obedience, austerity (harsh discipline, or even severe simplicity, perhaps both) and had mock battles with each other,[footnoteRef:9] sometimes with internal leadership (thus training their leadership skills) or led by older youths (paidiskoi, meaning bigger boys, thought to be ages 14 to 19[footnoteRef:10] or 17-19[footnoteRef:11]).[footnoteRef:12] Since the mock battles happened throughout the years for all boys within the paides and paidiskoi, it suggests that by their last year in the paidiskoi they would all be extremely good at fighting, as the paidiskois were usually reserves[footnoteRef:13] for whenever Lacedaemon went to war (as it is Lacedaemon that was the area of the polis, Sparta was just the name of the polis) and the hebontes (thought to be ages 20 to 29[footnoteRef:14]) joined the syssitia (a mess company[footnoteRef:15]) and competed to be within the 300 places of the hippeis (the Kings’ bodyguards). [5:  Plut. Lycurgus 16]  [6:  Plut. Lycurgus 16]  [7:  Hodkinson (2012)]  [8:  Roberts (2007a)]  [9:  Plut. Lycurgus 16]  [10:  Hodkinson (2012)]  [11:  Roberts (2007a)]  [12:  Hodkinson (2012)]  [13:  Roberts (2007a)]  [14:  Hodkinson (2012)]  [15:  Roberts (2007b)] 

	Carrying on from that, it shows there is a lot of professionalism within the agoge, as there are the different stages within the agoge, then there is also the syssitia for after the agoge. There is also the fact that one stage makes up the reserve army, and members of the hebontes attempt to become one of the 300 bodyguards of the two Kings of Sparta. This shows the amount of professionalism within the agoge as there is an obvious structure set out within it that everybody followed. In addition, the fact that Sparta had a professional army before any other Greek state solidifies the fact that the agoge has a lot of professionalism and trains the Spartan boys well. In turn, professionalism can also help with leadership and strategies as it means that all members of the army would follow the orders to the letter with their obedience, which can help the leaders to plan out what to do in battles. The agoge helps with leadership as the boys who excelled with strategies, fighting and leadership were promoted into leader roles, for example the captain of their company[footnoteRef:16], and the rest of their company had to listen to commands and take any punishment that was given out, although if the leader was too harsh or too kind, the leader would too be punished by the elders and magistrates watching.[footnoteRef:17] The agoge also helped create good strategies as the boys would sometimes be forced to steal so they had enough food to eat.[footnoteRef:18] However, if they were caught then they would be punished, thus encouraging the boys to strategize and be cunning so they would not be caught, ultimately creating men who can create great strategies.[footnoteRef:19] Therefore, the quality the agoge created was sufficiently high for the Spartans to have a reputation of a society that loved to fight, creating a kind of mirage about the Spartan society, as they were not as battle hungry as they are thought to be without proper research into them. Consequently, the agoge is without a shadow of a doubt a very important factor in the success of Spartan military. [16:  Plut. Lycurgus 16]  [17:  Plut. Lycurgus 17]  [18:  Plut. Lycurgus 17; Xen. Lac. 2]  [19:  Plut. Lycurgus 17; Xen. Lac. 2] 

	However, socio-economic factors also were an influence on the success of Spartan military. Socio-economic factors to be mentioned are the allies of Sparta (so the other people of Lacedaemon, as well as any other Greek states they align with to fight a common enemy, for example Persia), religion and the syssitia, which was Spartan citizenship which required the men to provide food and money for the training of the boys in the agoge.
	The allies of Sparta are primarily the perioikoi of Lacedaemon (the people who live in the area of Lacedaemon but are not part of Sparta, or at least are not Spartan citizens), and they could be very useful in battle, especially if they had passed through the agoge themselves as the Spartan agoge is not just for sons of Spartan citizens, but can also be for the perioikoi (although when they pass through they cannot become a Spartan citizen, likewise neither can members of other Greek states if they too pass through the Spartan agoge and stay in Sparta; they can fight as a volunteer, however) and members of other Greek states, as Xenophon’s children passed through the Spartan agoge, and so became trophimoi[footnoteRef:20] (volunteers from other Greek states who are part of the Spartan army). Helots were also a member of the Spartan army, who were a servile population who were classed between slaves and freedmen.[footnoteRef:21] They were also in charge of looking after the land, and were servant to the land and to the community, not any individual; they were tied to the land, not any specific person. However, the allies of Sparta change depending on who the enemy of the Spartan state was at the time, although the perioikoi were the most common allies of Sparta as they are from the surrounding areas of Lacedaemon and can easily understand each other. Moreover, their allies did not have a combative agoge like the Spartans, and therefore their armies were less trained and less professional, which could mean the difference between life and death, or the difference between winning the battle and winning the war. The allies also could turn against the Spartans at any moment, whether because of bribes or difference of beliefs, thus meaning the Spartan allies are unreliable and so are not as important as the agoge as a factor in the success of the Spartan military. [20:  Xen. Hell. 5.3.9]  [21:  Pollux. 3.83] 

	Religion is also a socio-economic factor that influenced the success of the Spartan military; in fact, it influenced the success of many armies of the Greeks in general, not just the Spartans. For example, Thucydides mentions that in 413 BC, Athenian led troops changed their minds from an immediate departure from Syracuse in Sicily to remain there because of the divinations about the lunar eclipse, which meant they stayed in place for just under a month and were thus surrounded when they were allowed to move again after the eclipse.[footnoteRef:22] However, it is said that Herodotus, Thucydides and Xenophon suggest clearly that religious prophecy formed part of Sparta’s motivation in political matters,[footnoteRef:23] and battles and wars can be results of political matters, for instance: wanting more territory, or a disagreement between two states, or even getting revenge on someone else. In addition, it is said that Herodotus and Xenophon report that the Spartans were unusually stern when it came to piety towards the gods,[footnoteRef:24] so if there was any divine intervention, whether positive or negative, in regards to military matters, the chances are they would completely abide by it. Therefore, they would do what the omen said; whether that was not embarking on the campaign they would have otherwise gone on, or by rushing matters so they could embark on the campaign they were planning on. As shown with the example of the Athenian led campaign in Sicily, it was not always beneficial for the party or parties believing in the omens and divine intervention to do they believe it said to do, thus making religion a factor that was important to the success of the military, but as it was as much a detriment to the success as much as it was beneficial to the success of the military, in consequence making the agoge a far more important factor to the success of the Spartan military. [22:  Powell (2009); Thuc. 7.50.4]  [23:  Powell (2009)]  [24:  Kouloumpis, trans by Markoulakis (2010) p33] 

	A final socio-economic factor in the success of Spartan military is the syssitia, which is a mess company,[footnoteRef:25] or a ‘citizenship club’. Candidates of Spartan citizenship who have just finished with the agoge, so usually around the ages of 19,[footnoteRef:26] would join a syssitia in the hopes of becoming a citizen of Sparta, but they needed to pay a tribute every year, or an ‘annual contribution’ as it more than likely would have been referred to, of money and food to the Spartan state to keep the agoge afloat. So while it is extremely important factor for the agoge to function, it is not the only way the agoge got its funds, and so while it is a very important factor for the agoge, and thus the success of the Spartan military, because it is not the only way that the agoge got funds, it is not quite as important as the agoge in general, in consequence making socio-economic factors of the success of Spartan military not as important as the agoge in the success of the Spartan military. [25:  Roberts (2007b)]  [26:  Hodkinson (2012)] 


In conclusion, the agoge and the entire structure of the military training system for the Spartans is the more significant and important factor for the success of the Spartan military. Not only is that because the agoge creates a Spartan army out of all the Spartan boys who are sons of citizens, but also from boys who are sons of non-citizens (perioikoi and trophimoi - members of other Greek states who passed through the agoge) and the helots of the state, as well as those who are born of citizens and non-citizens, thus the Spartan army would have been well-trained with a quantity and quality that meant that their reputation would obviously precede the Spartans. In addition, allies of the Spartans are not quite reliable enough to be classed as the most important factor of the success of the Spartan military, as not only did the other Greek states not have an agoge that included fighting as young as the Spartans, but their allies changed throughout the decades, centuries and millennia and the success of Spartan military fluctuated throughout time too. Therefore, the quality of Spartan allies is a definite factor of the success of Spartan military, but not as important as the agoge by far. In addition, the impact of religion on the success of Spartan military was not always a positive one, hence while it is a factor of the success of the Spartan military, it is as often a negative factor as a positive one and therefore not significant enough, or positive enough, to be the most important factor in the success of the Spartan military. Consequently, the agoge is the more important factor in the success of the Spartan military, not the socio-economic system.
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