Statius
Publius Papinius Statius was an Roman poet from the 1st century AD.  He was born during 45AD, and died in 96AD. 
He wrote a Homeric style epic, named the Thebaid, a collection of poetry and also an unfinished epic, The Achilliad. His most well-known work, the Thebaid is a twelve-book epic, that follows the War of the Seven against the city of Thebes. It took 12 twelve years for Statius to complete this work, and was eventually completed in 90AD. The epic in itself can largely be split in to two sections; an Odyssean half and that of an Iliadic half. The first half imitates The Odyssey, in that it portrays the army of Argive travelling to Boetia (much like Odysseus’ attempt to reach Ithaca), whilst the second half shows the war and the aftermath (much like Troy in the Iliad). Statius is often thought to have been more of a follower of the trends that poets like Virgil implemented, however this is not accurate, “Statius was no mere imitator of his predecessors… but may be regarded as innovative and original in inspiration and achievement.” (New Pauly).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whilst statius was quite popular in his work, he was not wealthy because of it. In fact, “Juvenal is the only contemporary who mentions S. by name in an ironical passage S. is cited as an example that public reputation and material succes do not necessarily go hand in hand” (New Pauly).



Bibliography
Vessey, D. (2020). Brill’s New Pauly — Brill. [online] Referenceworks.brillonline.com. Available at: https://referenceworks.brillonline.com/browse/brill-s-new-pauly [Accessed 4 Mar. 2020].).
