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Introduction
Josh
We are going to critically explore and evaluate the importance of UNICEF’s ‘All In: Towards Tangible Solutions for Equity and Inclusion in Education’ report. 
The report highlights effective practices from education systems worldwide that help bring the most marginalised learners into school and support their return to learning. 
The report shares real life examples of strategies that have successfully ensured that inclusive education truly includes every child. This includes learners with disabilities, children who are out of school, those living in poverty, marginalized girls, and refugee children, all of whom deserve access to quality education.

We are going to focus our attention on immigrant and refugee children. 

Josh – Nigeria

The Nigerian National Policy on Education aims to deliver quality education, with a focus on national unity, functional skills, and equal access to education.
 It structures education into early childhood, followed by 9 years of basic education (6 primary, 3 junior secondary), 3 years of senior secondary. Although recent reforms aim to integrate junior and senior secondary into a 12-year model to reduce dropout rates. 
The policy provides free and Compulsory Education for the first nine years of schooling.

Regardless of policy, Nigeria’s children face major challenges, especially those affected by migration, displacement and conflict, which often force families to move and disrupt children's access to school. The new UNICEF report shows that millions of children still lack quality education, even though more children were enrolled in school in the past five years than at any time in the last decade. Many displaced and refugee children continue to miss out on learning because they live in unstable conditions where services like schooling, clean water and protection are limited. 
UNICEF explains that Nigeria has one of the highest numbers of out‑of‑school children in the world, with about 10.5 million children aged 5–14 not attending school, even though primary education is meant to be free and compulsory.
 Many children who do attend school do so irregularly, and early childhood education reaches only a small percentage of young children. 
Attendance is especially low in the northern regions, where poverty, cultural norms, and insecurity make it even harder for children to go to school. 
In the northeast alone, 2.8 million children have needed emergency education support due to conflict, and hundreds of schools have been destroyed or closed. 
UNICEF is working to help more children learn by strengthening education systems, supporting inclusive and equitable schooling, improving governance, and promoting better public financing for education.
(UNICEF, 2025) (UNICEF, 2025b)

Compare this to reports from the Education Policy Institute, 2024, where just 300,000 children in England may be missing from education. 

Albert Bandura's Social Learning Theory (SLT) proposes that people learn behaviours, attitudes, and emotional reactions by observing and imitating others within a social context. When understanding the social norms in Nigeria, including a lack of education from elder parents and relatives and ongoing conflict, there is no wonder there is ongoing issues keeping childing within education and understanding its importance.  
(Mister Simplify, 2021)


Within the UNICEF report, we have explored the impact of the case Study from Nigeria: Meeting the academic and socio-emotional needs of out of school children.
The study explains the impacts of the Accelerated Learning Programme (ALP) which supports children who have never attended school or who have been out of the formal system for more than two years due to conflict, displacement and poverty.
It focuses on conflict‑affected states in Northeast Nigeria, where out‑of‑school rates have risen sharply and where three‑quarters of children in Yobe and Borno are not in school.
 The program provides literacy, numeracy and socio‑emotional learning three times a week in non‑formal learning centres, using trained learning facilitators to address both academic gaps and emotional needs. 
The two programs focus on well‑resourced learning centres and another offering enhanced professional development for teachers. 
Across 400 centres, the initiative reached 35,500 children aged 9–14 between October 2017 and September 2018.
Evaluations showed improvements in students’ academic skills, behaviour, classroom engagement, conflict‑resolution abilities and language fluency.
[bookmark: _Hlk223262298](UNICEF, 2024)

Story example
Many families, like that of a girl named Gambo Ali, escaped from villages such as Tam after experiencing violence or fear for their safety. 
These displaced families now live in makeshift settlements along Route Nationale 1, a long road across the region where more than 135 informal and official sites have appeared. 
These sites host hundreds of thousands of displaced people, returnees and refugees, most of whom are women and children. Living conditions are extremely hard—there is limited access to clean water, sanitation or food, and families often live in simple shelters made from straw and fabric. 
UNICEF, working with its partner COOPI, has responded by creating temporary learning spaces so children can continue their education despite the crisis. These spaces are tents set up as makeshift classrooms where children gather each day to learn basic reading, writing and numeracy skills. Furniture for the classrooms was carried to the settlement by the displaced villagers themselves, showing a strong community effort to restart children’s learning. 
Teachers who were also displaced, including the former headteacher of Tam’s village school, now teach inside these tent classrooms. He explains that although families had to leave behind most of their belongings, education is the one thing that cannot be taken from them.
 UNICEF’s support ensures that children regain a sense of normality, routine and emotional stability through schooling, even while living in crisis conditions. (Boher, 2016)
It is clear UNICEFs work is crucial and impactful and the case study is evidence of that. However, with ongoing issues it is clear there is a lot of work to do. 
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