


Terrorism can be defined in many different ways, including a variety of terminology, factors, and methods. However, the majority tends to include the keywords “threat”, “violence” and an “action against civilians” in the pursuit of a political, racial, or religious cause. The definitions vary in different countries for different governments, however for us in the United Kingdom the legal definition of terrorism is as stated in section 1 of the Terrorism Act 2000 as “The use of threat or action” which are commonly used terms when explaining what terrorism is. Section 1 of the Terrorism Act of 2000 also states how the “use of threat is made for the purpose of advancing a religious, political or ideological cause” (Government of the United Kingdom Home Office, 2007). Similar definitions include the same characteristics yet can include different factors to as why the crime is being committed and the terrorist/s or groups motif. Such as The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), (2017) who interprets the definition as “the use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public”. Using the same common terminology of “intimidation” and “threat”. The CPS, (2017) also states in their definition “It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause.” Which gives an idea of why and how the crime is brought out in the first place, allowing the community to avoid certain levels of terrorism by ensuring the political, racial and religious views are accepting and not challenging. When discussing terrorism, the definitions tend to be open ended and broad as the complexity of the issue can involve different means and methods (Stuurman, 2019). As stated in the CPS’ definition, terrorism is to “intimidate the public” this is an important factor to defining terrorism however there are other factors to include, such as violence, political motivation, harm and the targeting of civilians. With different factors causing conflict on the definition of what terrorism is there are still common themes and some with less commonly used characteristics to describe the term. According to Schmidt and Jongman, (1988) where 109 definitions where analysed, 83.5% of those analysed contained the term “violence”, 65% of those assessed used the word “political” when describing terrorism with under half (47%) of the definitions included an identification of a “threat” which comes to a surprise considering the UKs definitions by The Terrorism Act 2000 and the CPS, (2007) both involves the keywords of a “threat”.  An example of an organisation who implies their political views through threat, is the Irish Republican Army or IRA, who has been regarded as one of the most “highly organised and sophisticated terrorists groups” that is known (Horgan & Taylor, 1997). It is important to note that the IRA first served from 1919 as the military wing of the Dail Eireann (the first Irish republican parliament) for Ireland to be independent away from the British dominion status, as stated by Alpha History, (2018). Yet more importantly, the IRA later became an illegal organisation between the mid 1920s and late 1960s before the battles of bloody Sunday and bloody Friday.



















The IRA has not only threatened the UK but they have also gone through with many methods of terrorism, they have incorporated bombings (some with as many as 18 in one time period), shootings against those not armed and armed, kidnapping, assassination and other horrific crimes according to The Mackenzie Institute, (2016) they take these measures to express their beliefs and political views on Northern Ireland being a part of the UK. The IRA targets others for their own political gain and to consolidate an independent Irish republic, to do this why use tactical violence through different methods against senior government officials, civilians, the police and British military targets. As shown on any UK map, Northern Ireland is part of the UK, however, The Republic of Ireland is an independent country, meaning both ends of Ireland have different governments, currencies and laws (Vaughan, 2021) they also have different religion aspects, with Northern Ireland being majority Protestant and Republic of Ireland consisting of 82% of the population being Catholic as stated by O’Mahony, (2010) according to the census in 2006. With these statistics showing how since the census in 2001 the percentage of Catholics in Republic of Ireland Is decreasing and Northern Irelands Catholics being more consistent with religious services. Including the religious differences of the country the IRAs aims are to take over Northern Ireland to keep Ireland as a whole country with the same laws, beliefs, and government. 
Conversely, since 1921, Ireland has been partitioned into two, Northern Ireland which consists of 6 counties and the rest of Ireland to be called the Republican of Ireland (to be named in 1949) which consists of 26 counties. In order to halt British rule in Northern Ireland, the IRA fought for independence and a reunified republic of Ireland, the IRA was brought together in 1919 to bring Ireland together as one country and to keep the British Army out of their country. This original side of the IRA can now be referred to as the “old IRA” or Provisional IRA (PIRA) as they are allied with their political wing, Provisional Sinn Fein, which is the political party that leads and dedicates itself to the reunification of Ireland (Horgan & Taylor, 2007). Since the early years of the IRA it became an illegal group in 1935 due to their threats and behaviour towards the rest of the country, with the Free State government attempting to supress the IRA altogether. Nonetheless, the IRA were still operating and attacking the communities for political and religious aims, as according to Hanley, (2010) during World War 2 the IRA became allies with Nazi Germany and planned to invade Northern Ireland. These plans were carried out between 1942 and 1944 where many shootings and bombings attacked Northern Ireland, these attacks were later named the ‘Northern Campaign’ and only made the public see the real side of the IRA and linking them with “Nazism” (Alpha History, 2018).
Later in 1969 the IRA split into a more official IRA side and The Provisional IRA where officials sought for independence, in a peaceful manner whilst those part of the Provisionals used war and violence to express their views (History, 2020). With the IRA created to enforce a one ruling country in Ireland, this caused conflict between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland which resulted into two renown battles later on in 1972, where violence was used to express pollical views of both sides of Ireland. These two battles are known as Bloody Sunday and Bloody Friday. 
January, 30th 1972 when the first of the two renown battles commenced, the British soldiers were held accountable for thirteen Irish catholic nationalist civilians deaths (at the scene), who were later discovered to be unarmed as well as fifteen other civilians injured (with one to die away from the scene) (Dawson, 2005). The civil rights march against “internment without trail” was organised by the NICRA (Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association) which consisted of around 15,000 people (BBC, 2019) this event was later named Bloody Sunday and brough worldwide attention to the political war between the UK and Ireland (History, 2010). According to the BBC (2019) article on the timeline, around 4pm the protestors started throwing stones in which the British soldiers responded with violence with “rubber bullets, tear gas and a water cannon”. This protest ended in discharging 108 live rounds altogether (BBC, 2019), resulting in the deaths of Irish civil rights protestors.  Speakers Corner is now a symbolic memorial on site of where the deaths took place, not only as a showing of memorisation by also to show a “difficult past” (Conway, 2009). As the British Army was the first to fire and the discovery of the victims being unarmed it was clear the UK had blood on their hands. With the Prime Minister stating how the actions of the British military was “unjustified and unjustifiable” as stated by Foy, (2010). It is clear that the British Army used violence against civilians which in some definitions defines terrorism, and some if not all could say that the soldiers used violence and threatened the opposing with their weapons before setting of any rounds. Methods and weapons such as the baton gun were used to fire baton rounds at those in the march for their political rights, blast bombs is also an example of the weapons used on the Bloody Sunday attack (Lord Saville et al, 2010).
In response to the attack by the British Military the IRA exploded 22 bombs in the space of 75 minutes in Belfast, killing 9 civilians (Melaugh, 2021). This attack in response from Bloody Sunday was named Bloody Friday. Some of these bombings included the Smithfield bus station as stated by McKenna (2021), which was the first to be set off, Oxford street bus station (where six of the nine killings took place) and many others where civilians would be present. Allowing for attacks to take place in many own places where the public would be targets such as the train station bombings and the final scene of the Cavehill Road Shopping Centre, would only make the public fear that these attacks over political views are now becoming personal to the individuals living in Northern Ireland. The IRA claims to not want to cause treat or violence towards civilians according to PBS, (1998) yet with their attacks causing many deaths of innocent Irish and British people, this can get people questioning their motifs. PBS (1998) also states that the British Government was “warned” and that the British had “control” over the violence occurred by the IRA, blaming those victim of the attack for the deaths caused in Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK. 
Because of the violence used towards members of the public and the use of threats Bloody Friday can be defined as a terrorist attack just as Bloody Sunday could be, as they both involve events that are keywords of the “Terrorism” definitions. These definitions may differ yet the Terrorism Act, 2000 stated the use of “threat or action” which was the case for both these historic events and that the use of “threat is made for the purpose of advancing a religious, political or ideological cause” which in aspect to these events was the gain of both opposing sides (Government of the United Kingdom Home Office, 2007). However, as the provisional IRA used methods including bombings and shooting during these events they were seen as a terrorist group because of definitions. Yet the IRA didn’t stop there, they continued to use violence as their way to gain political goals against the UK to take in charge of the whole of Ireland, in February 1996 the IRA carried out another major bomb attack, in London, Canary Wharf. Which ended a 17-month ceasefire and killed two people, which is claimed to not be the goal (The Mackenzie Institute, 2016). After the IRA ceasefire in 1994, Northern Irelands tourism improved leading to “political luminaries” visiting the memorials after the political context changed in the 1990s (Conway, 2009). Even though Northern Ireland is still part of the UK and the IRA’s ideology didn’t go to plan they have still gained advantages for the attacks against the UK in ways of popularity, the media coverage and tourism. Taking in consideration that the IRA are defined as terrorists under multiple definitions, are they recognized to be part of the upgraded term of ‘New Terrorism’ as McGovern, (2010) displays this new concept is acknowledging new terrorism to be more “dangerous” than the traditional terrorist due to their threats and attacks being more “pathological”. Nevertheless, many IRA members have been alleged of brutal torture and murders of “military men and abducted civilians” as stated by O’Doherty (2018). Showing a more advanced side of the IRA, what they are capable of and that their methods are becoming more extreme as technology advances. In 1975 the notorious Shankill Butchers became active, murdering people who were alleged to have been informers and later dumped as rubbish either naked or covered by bin bags along the Northern Ireland boarders. Since the IRA’s iconic attacks and the events of Bloody Sunday and Bloody Friday the world has seen new terrorist groups and methods of attacks, such as the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Centre in New York (Argenti, 2002). Which involved many more deaths and civilians deaths not being questioned to threat whereas, the IRA claim to not want to cause deaths or minimum harm and threat and only achieve their goal and to scare the opposing into their mentality of an independent Ireland, however this is not proven through their actions. With some members of the IRA being imprisoned for “serious terrorist offences” (Belfast Telegraph, 2018) another attack by provisional IRA prisoners struck on the Maze prison in 1983, yet again using violence to their advantage, injuring and killing innocent people (Murtagh, 2018). As the actions and methods are not significant with the organisations supposed morals, there would be no reason to believe the IRA are not terrorists whose organising, planning and completing terrorist methods.





The IRAs ideology still remains of that to make Ireland one country with one ruling government and the army of the IRA to protect the whole country from British monarchy. As Northern Ireland is still part of the UK, the IRA have not succeeded their aims, meaning future possible attacks from the IRA are possible to try regaining their power of the whole of Ireland and removing British monarchy from the country altogether. As many attacks imposed by the IRA have included “threat”, the deaths and injuries of innocent civilians and the imitation of others as a gain of political and religious views, it can be defined by multiple definitions of ‘Terrorism’ that the IRA are and should be treated as a terrorist organisation due to their actions to take over Ireland. The group themselves may believe the purpose is to receive an untied country, ruled by one government however their actions and attacks are proving otherwise. It is clear that through violence the Republic of Ireland are not achieving their goals of one governed Ireland, as their views both politically and lawfully do not seem to fit with the rest of Ireland and the UK. However, with the updated terminology of “new terrorism” as stated by McGovern, (2010), showing a modernized version of the extent terrorist groups go to in order to achieve their aims. Nevertheless, the definitions of “new terrorism” is still suited to the actions of the IRA, showing that old or new terrorism, the IRA should and are defined as a terrorist organisation due to their methods, ideologies, and structure.
With Northern Irelands citizens part of the UK, under our laws and government the UK will protect and ensure they are treated fairly in aspects to their rights and what they believe. Although, even today there is a divide in Ireland on political and religious aspects, as well as a physical divide of a 310-mile-long boarder separating the two, once marked with barbed wire however in the current years is now a motorway, in memory of why Ireland is separated (Duggan, 2020). Ireland is in constant awareness of the history of the IRA and today, with memorial sites to remember those victims of Bloody Sunday and Bloody Friday and with the political parties still at war regarding the reunification of Ireland.
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