Personal Essay:

Robert Minhinnick's 'Taking It'

(play in title)

Thesis/polemic: p. 60 (positioning is important)

Structure: anecdote(s)/observation(s) ---- thesis/point/polemic/ ---- return images

(Nb reality can be shaped to make point happen - see end (p. 61)).

Tone: 


Personal experience: 
sect 1: trip to DHSS




Sect. 2 creative writing class

Direct address

Mimic speech patters: 'Shoes, she said, shoes …' (p.57)

Qualifying parenthesis: '(Despite …. Meaningless for most people)' (p. 59)

Rhetorical question: 'And the men?' (p. 59)

Recorded conversation: 'Why do you take it?' (p. 60) (sense of structural importance: 'taking it' as leit motif: Title-middle-end)

Tine frame: 'It is weeks now since' (p. 58) (anecdotal experience becomes general)

Reader inclusion: 'the carpet beneath your feet' (p.57)

Rhetorical features: 

Images: 
'nylon coral-reef' (p. 57) (familiar/exotic)

'as fine as a chip-pan' (p. 57) (relevant)

'faces full of E numbers and videos' (p. 57) (relevant)

'children exploding like fireworks' (P. 58) (suggestive simile)

''the boys leaping star shaped against the bright noon.' (p. 61)

'dregs of his flagon being shaken over its green monitored word processor'

(p. 58) (contrast: establishing central theme)

Alliteration: 
'a grubby green pane or grille' (p. 57)



'Dole queue drama' (p. 58)

Satire: 

'stating in incomprehensible jargon the rights of the claimants' (p. 57)

Irony:

street names (p. 59)

