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[bookmark: _Int_p0WrF78T][bookmark: _Int_HtSY34Ua]Government scrutiny encompasses the process of thoroughly assessing and potentially questioning the spending, management, and policies of the current government. This examination extends to analysing the wider landscape within which the government operates, aiming to uncover both opportunities and risks that may exist beyond the government's immediate focus. Scrutiny is not confined to a specific time frame, however, it can occur prospectively, retrospectively, and continuously by covering ongoing governmental activities (White, 2015). 
This essay will explore how effective scrutiny is for the government, particularly in the context of the UK executive. It will also discuss the ways in which the UK government is held to account, the separation of power theory, and the advantages and disadvantages of the current mechanisms of scrutiny. Additionally, potential areas for reform suggestions will be considered to improve the effectiveness of holding the executive to account.  

The executive is in charge of creating and carrying out national policies as well as creating legislations. Therefore, during votes, the party with the most seatings in the House of Commons (HoC) will represent the government, and the prime minster, who selects cabinet members, will oversee it (UK Parliament, 2024c). The prime minister is the main principle of the government in the HoC. For that reason, he oversees the government's policies and choices, as he supervises the functioning of the government’s agencies and the Civil Services, where he will then select members of the government. Furthermore, ensuring that every branch of the government is elected by the interests of England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland is the prime minister's responsibility (GOV.UK, no date). The cabinet Holds the highest authority in governmental decision-making. As outlined by the cabinet manual, it serves as the key judge of the governmental policies where the determinations are compulsory across the government. The Prime Minister, who chairs the cabinet, works alongside the most senior ministers where the cabinet is officially the governing body of the UK, with the prime minister's role providing them with specific influence over cabinet decisions. The members include the Prime Minister, the chancellor of the exchequer, and the departmental secretaries of state (Baker and Durrant, 2020).
The UK's constitution, despite being unwritten, acknowledges three distinct sources of power such as the Parliament, the executive (comprising Government Ministers and Civil Servants), and the Judiciary. Additionally, judges, magistrates, and employees of the parliament are not considered civil servants, nor are personnel within the police, armed forces, National Health Service (NHS), and the Local Authorities. While various agencies, for example, the HM Passport Office and Public Health England, operate as integral components of their parent departments, they often function semi-autonomously to execute established policies efficiently. Consequently, many members of the parliament (MPs) prefer direct correspondence with the agency chief executives regarding constituency matters and bypassing ministerial intermediaries. This highlights that the prime minister holds the members of the government accountable by overseeing their performance and ensuring they fulfil their responsibilities as the prime minister plays a crucial role in ensuring that the government functions effectively and in line with its policies by questioning ministers, updates on their work, and making decisions regarding their roles within the government (Stanley, no date).
The separation of powers is a crucial conviction in the UK, ensuring that the branches of the government have distinct roles and remain independent and accountable as it prevents any one branch from having excessive control. In the UK, legislatives, executives, and judicial branches, comprised the elected House of Lords (HoL) and HoC create laws. The executive branch, led by the First Ministers in devolved regions, implements and enforces laws. The judicial branch, overseen by the supreme court, resolves legal disputes that ensures the proper interpretation of laws. Lastly, the branches of the government are connected. for example, the prime minister presents as both, the head of government and leader of the parliament. This is because, in the UK, the most elections achieved during the political party, gains MPs and form the government. As a result, the winner of that party becomes the prime minister, and generally has the highest number of MPs who can vote to pass the laws in parliament (The British Institute of Human Rights, 2024).
According to GOV.UK (2000) “One of Parliament’s prime functions is to hold the Government to account. The more effectively this is done, the better for everyone. More accountable Government is better Government.” This highlights that when the Parliament effectively holds the government accountable, it means that the government should answer for their own actions and decisions. This then leads to better governance because a government that is transparent and accountable to Parliament is more likely to make informed and responsible choices that benefit the people. It is the same as having a system of checks and balances to ensure that the government is working in the best interest of the public.
Parliamentary questions play a significant role in the House of Commons as they provide a way that is submitted in a written form. For example, cross-cutting questions are addressed in Westminster Hall, and Urgent Questions, previously known as Private Notice Questions, are raised in the Chamber for Members of Parliament to scrutinise the government actions and decisions. The importance of parliamentary questions lies in their role as a fundamental tool for democratic accountability, ensuring that the government remains responsive, transparent, and ultimately accountable to the electorate and the legislative body. Also, parliamentary questions give MPs the chance to ask about information and advocate for action, compelling Ministers to clarify and justify their choices and conduct. Overall, these questions are made public, and the answers are documented in official reports, ensuring that the information is easily accessible to the public (House of Commons Information Office, 2010).
MPs can use questions to represent the interests and concerns of their constituents. Therefore, question time receives substantial media attention, which helps to increase public awareness regarding the activities of the government. However, in certain scenarios, individuals posing questions may lack the opportunity to engage in subsequent inquiries regarding responses, thereby deferring the final judgement to ministers (Martin, 2012).  Parliamentary questions play a crucial role as a vital tool for transparency, accountability, and scrutiny in government operations as they face challenges related to party influence, limited scrutiny depth, and pre-determined nature in certain contexts. Select committees are groups of MPs or Lords from different parties who have a specific role or investigate certain issues, which can be the parliament's way of keeping the government in check. These committees also help the parliament handle a wider range of topics and events simultaneously and let MPs and peers become experts in specific subjects, which leads to more thorough and effective scrutiny of the government. 
Select committees promote transparency and allow the identification of any areas needing improvement by reinforcing the accountability of the government within the UK's parliamentary system. While select committees engage in thorough reviews, produce detailed reports, interrogate government officials, and advocate for issues to be deliberated within either the HoC or the HoL. Therefore, select committees have the power to increase the Parliament's ability to handle various issues at once, allowing lawmakers to specialise and better scrutinise the government and promote transparency by holding the government accountable. However, a drawback is that their effectiveness relies on the government's cooperation and willingness to act on their recommendations, while the select committees offer benefits, thorough investigations, specialised knowledge, and face challenges such as limited authority and potential partisan influence (Marshall, 2020).
In the HoC or HoL, when there is a formal conference about a specific proposal. MPs or members of the HoL share turns to speak and the debates follow certain rules regarding how they are conducted (UK Parliament, 2024a). Government debates are incredibly important for discussing policies, laws, and current issues as they also allow MPs and the Lords to express their concerns regarding government policies and proposed laws (UK Parliament, 2024b). However, debates in government can focus more on putting on a show and creating conflict instead of having meaningful conversations or finding solutions to problems (White, no date). 

To conclude, the government scrutiny within the UK government plays a critical role in promoting transparency and responsiveness to the public through processes, such as parliamentary questions, debates, and select committees. The executive branch is subjected to thorough scrutiny, which helps to identify potential shortcomings, enhance decision-making processes, and uphold democratic principles. Despite the essential role that these accountability measures play, they are not without their challenges. Issues such as partisanship, bureaucratic inertia, and limited enforcement mechanisms can hinder the effectiveness of scrutiny processes. Nevertheless, the fundamental principle remains effective scrutiny that leads to good governance. By holding the executive branch accountable, these mechanisms contribute to a stronger democracy, fostering public trust and encouraging governmental responsiveness to the needs and concerns of citizens. Therefore, while there is always room for improvement in the mechanisms of accountability, their presence and functionality are crucial for ensuring the integrity and effectiveness of the UK government.
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