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Supporting children with dyslexia:
Introduction:
The chosen additional learning need (ALN) explored through this poster will support children with Dyslexia. Dyslexia is a common learning difference that primarily affects a person's ability to read, write and spell. According to the NHS (2022), dyslexia is a frequent learning challenge that mostly impacts skills such as reading, writing and spelling. A specific learning difference affects learning abilities, especially those related to language. However, it does not influence and person's intelligence. As well, people with dyslexia may struggle to process and retain information they see and hear, which can affect their ability to learn and develop literacy skills. In addition to reading and writing challenges, dyslexia can influence other areas such as time management and organisational skills (British dyslexia Association, 2010).
Identification and Diagnosis:
Identifying dyslexia involves recognising patterns of difficulty which are consistent with the conditions, especially reading, writing and language-related tasks. Early identification is important so support can be provided as soon as possible. According to the British Dyslexia Association (2018), dyslexia can only be diagnosed through a diagnostic assessment. The evaluation process may involve watching how the child learns in their usual setting, discussing their progress with teachers and other key adults and having the child participate. In various assessments (NHS Choices, 2019).
Symptoms and signs:
Here are some signs and symptoms,
· Difficulty spelling simple words.
· Trouble sounding out new words.
· Mixing up the position of sounds in a word.
· Problem telling apart letters with similar shapes.
(Cleveland Clinic, no date).
Although these indicators point to a possible learning problem, a formal diagnosis cannot be made based just on them. To diagnose dyslexia and distinguish it from other learning disabilities or developmental disorders, a comprehensive assessment by a qualified professional is required.
It takes a combination of medical assessments, cognitive testing, and academic performance monitoring to identify and diagnose dyslexia. For children with dyslexia to receive the right interventions to promote their literacy development, early diagnosis is crucial.   To properly diagnose dyslexia and identify it from other learning difficulties, a comprehensive and professional assessment is required due to the neurological basis of the illness. By doing this, children who are dyslexic can get the help they require to overcome their reading and writing challenges and achieve academic success.
Impact of barriers on children with Dyslexia:
Children with dyslexia often face various barriers that can affect their academic performance, emotional well-being, and overall development. These barriers, which can range from educational and social challenges to environmental factors, can significantly hinder the academic progress and overall well-being of children with dyslexia. Understanding these barriers is crucial for providing better support and creating more inclusive educational environments. This essay will explore the impact of these barriers on children with dyslexia, focusing on the challenges they face in education, social interaction, and self-esteem. There are many obstacles, such as:
Educational: 
Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that affects reading, writing, and spelling abilities (Shaywitz, 2003)
Social and emotional:
Dyslexia can affect a child's self-esteem, as they may experience feelings of frustration, embarrassment, and isolation due to their academic struggles. Peer relationships may be impacted as well, as children with dyslexia may be stigmatised for their difficulty in reading and writing (Forness & Kavale, 2001). 
Long term:
The impact of dyslexia extends beyond the school years, as individuals may struggle with literacy-related tasks in the workplace, affecting career opportunities and job performance (Riddick, 2001).
Supporting strategies for children with Dyslexia:
For children with dyslexia to thrive academically and emotionally, they frequently need specialised care. These techniques seek to improve children's social skills and self-esteem while simultaneously assisting them in overcoming their challenges with reading, writing, and spelling. Together, educators, parents, and therapists can put these techniques into practice in a way that guarantees dyslexic children get the support they require. 
Inclusive Practice:
Here are some examples:
· Phonological awareness refers to the ability to recognise and manipulate sounds in words, which is a crucial skill for reading and spelling. For children with dyslexia, explicit phonics instruction can significantly improve their reading abilities (Torgesen, 2000). 
· Text-to-speech software, such as Kurzweil 3000 or Read Write, allows students to listen to text being read aloud, which helps them better comprehend written material (Raskind, 2008).
· Use of visual aids 
It takes a diverse strategy that includes evidence-based tactics and a robust support network to effectively support children with dyslexia. Teachers and parents can assist children with dyslexia in overcoming their obstacles by utilising multisensory teaching techniques, offering phonological awareness training, incorporating technology, and creating a welcoming and encouraging environment. Above all, patience and understanding are crucial to helping these kids reach their greatest potential.
Dyslexia creates a cognitive barrier that impacts other academic topics in addition to the development of reading and writing skills. For instance, students could find it difficult to keep up with the pace of learning in the classroom, particularly when it comes to subjects that call for written assignments or tests (Forness & Kavale, 2001).
Conclusion:
Educators, parents, and communities must work together to create an inclusive learning environment that recognises the unique strengths and challenges of individuals with dyslexia. Through tailored teaching approaches, assistive technologies, and fostering a positive and understanding atmosphere, children with dyslexia can overcome barriers and succeed in their educational journey. Ultimately, promoting awareness and understanding of dyslexia is key to ensuring that all students, regardless of their learning differences, have access to the opportunities and support they need to reach their full potential.

Questions:
How does dyslexia affect a child's learning process?
It is a neurological disorder brought on by variations in the way the brain interprets spoken and written words. Children with dyslexia frequently struggle with recognising sounds, recognise written words, and comprehend the correspondence between letters and sounds (Snowling, 2000).
A child's learning process is significantly impacted by dyslexia, especially when it comes to reading, writing, and spelling. In addition to limiting academic development, difficulties with word processing and interpretation can cause emotional difficulties, frustration, and low self-esteem. Children with dyslexia can, however, overcome these obstacles and achieve academic success with the right interventions, accommodations, and support. For children with dyslexia to thrive and realise their full potential in school and beyond, early detection and specialised teaching are essential.
Can children with dyslexia excel academically?
If given appropriate assistance, interventions, and accommodations, children with dyslexia can succeed academically. There is no relationship between intelligence and dyslexia, a specific learning condition that mainly impairs reading, writing, and spelling (Shaywitz, 2003). More than half of children with dyslexia have exceptional intellectual capacity.
Early identification of dyslexia is crucial in helping children succeed academically. The earlier a child is diagnosed, the earlier targeted interventions can begin. Early intervention, such as explicit phonics instruction, multisensory teaching methods, and the use of assistive technology, can significantly improve the academic outcomes for children with dyslexia (Torgesen, 2000).
Cassie: 
How do culture and language differences impact autism diagnosis?
Hannah:
Can you give me examples of how stigma impacts a family's willingness to seek help?
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