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Introduction:
	In this journal, there will be an in depth investigation of the stratigraphy of Llanllyr. Talsarn. Looking at many different context layers, the process of how the archaeology was being used throughout the 3 weeks on site. During the 3 weeks, our trench, which was trench 14 on field 2 did not find flints from the Mesolithic. Which is why there will be a focus on the stratigraphy of the area. Our trench also encountered many hurdles through the 3 weeks, ranging from weather to morale. I will also mention the measures that were put in place to remain safe and overcome the hurdles. 
Keyowrds: Context, Stratigraphy, Environment, Section, Archaeology.
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Description automatically generated]	Before beginning excavation, there was a preparation week, where we learnt site safety and what the site holds and expectations. We learnt the different terms such as context, stratigraphy and more. We were then given a tour around the site looking at the multiple fields that were used previously. Martin challenged us to use our archaeologist eyes to find the trenches that were dug before. These were relatively easy to point out due to different tint of the ground. After having our tour and looking at the points of interest, we were put into groups. My group consisted of David, Caleb, Kayleigh and Caradoc. We were then tasked with finding a new location for a new trench to be added. We decided to go by the river, which was south of mound 2 (see fig 1). The name of our trench was trench 14, it is on a slope, which made it more difficult to make it completely even, especially at the bottom of the trench due to the marshy ground (see fig 3).  Figure 2, removing the topsoil on trench 14 (Davies, 2024)
Figure 1, Picture of the location of trench 14 (Hinsull, 2024)

We also used Pythagoras instructed by Martin, we did this in order to map the location of the trench and have the correct measurements (see fig 1). When doing Pythagoras, we measured 6m in length, then 3m in width. We did this in order for us to get a perfect measurement for the true width of the trench, which ended up being 2m (see fig 1 and fig 3). We then lined up the trench with pegs and strings using the measurements. We then collected spades, mattocks, buckets. On the first day we only used spades to remove the initial topsoil for us to mattock the first context (see fig 2). 
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Description automatically generated]Figure 4, David Hinsull standing in the southern part of the trench 14 (Davies, 2024)
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Figure 3, method to measure the trench (Davies, 2024)
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Figure 5, Trench 14 trowelled after using a Mattock. (Davies, 2024)

	Mattocking is the process of using a pick like tool, to resurface the ground. Trowelling in archaeology is to safely, and neatly bring up soil and sediments in order to reveal materials and other artifacts. On the second day of the dig, the focus was solely on mattocking in order to prepare the trench for trowelling, as we did not complete the de-turfing on the first day. When mattocking, the ground was incredibly muddy at the south of the trench. Once using the mattock for most of the day we began to trowel the trench in order to neaten it up (see fig 5). Kayleigh was focused on siving the dirt, whilst the rest of us would trowel in our own parts of the trench. The only interesting points when trowelling was finding charcoal, quarts, and pieces of wood. There wasn’t enough charcoal in our trench to suggest a hearth. Therefore, we did not spend too much time on that. The only trench that found a plethora of flint was trench 10. 
	The next day, there was me, Caradoc and David. This made trowelling difficult; however, we pushed through despite not finding any important besides a large piece of wood. Eventually on the 18th of April, we realised that we weren’t going to start finding anything of interest at the current context. Because of this we asked the site director Martin whether we could resume mattocking, he agreed to this, we went back to the main tent and took 2 mattocks, 2 shovels, 2 sivs, and 4 buckets to start the process of mattocking again. This would turn into a common trend in our trench. The jobs were spread out equally among the trench, allowing everyone to experience the different types of excavation and the process’. We then went back to trowelling a final time and found more bigger charcoals and even coal. However, this did not spark anyone’s interest in investigating it further. 
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Figure 6, Trench 14 being halved, left side is being focused on in this image (Hinsull, 2024)
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Description automatically generated][image: ]The next week we failed in finding anything whilst trowelling so, we re-mattocked and then had our trench cut in half, focusing on the right-side facing north (see fig 6). This was the best decision for our trench, allowing us to mattock quicker and more effectively. The reason we did this was to focus on the stratigraphy of our trench rather than the materials such as flint. Since we were not going to find any. I was not able to visit the site for the next 2 days due to sickness and could not put any of the team in danger. However, while on sickness our trench had uncovered a root system at the very south of the trench (see fig 7), this is a good find because it suggests that there was a tree in the area. Ros Coard came to our trench and explained that this tree could been one of the first colonisers such as Ash, Hazel or Birch. Ros Coard also mentioned the second colonisers such as Beech and Oak. Therefore, narrowing down the potential species of the tree. We did not fill in a find sheet for this as it is not as important to our trench, since we are focusing on the context of our ground. However, we did unearth the wood and put it in our finds tray just in case it was needed in the future. The wood also had hints of yellow, indicating that the iron in the soil and sediments had stained it (Coard, 2024). Figure 7, wood found in trench 14 (Hinsull, 2024)

	On Monday the 29th, we again only focused on mattocking the trench, as our plan was to focus solely on the stratigraphy, we ended up finding water deposits on the southern part of the trench, with a small stream. This worried us slightly as it was going to make the ground insufferable to mattock and shovel. The water deposits and the different type of soil, which is context 1400011 allows us to suggest that there was a river here in the past.  Unfortunately, the rain started to pick up and the trench began to flood slightly, and the rain made the site hazardous for archaeology. Due to this we were told to evacuate the site. The next day we could not visit the site due to the weather still being hazardous, therefore there was a lecture in its place. When visiting the site the Wednesday, the trench was flooded completely (see fig 8). We had to bucket it all out and due to the rain, it also made the water deposit flow more [image: A puddle of mud in a dirt area
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Description automatically generated]with water, constantly flooding the trench (see fig 9). 








Figure 9, trench 14 water deposits (Davies, 2024)
Figure 8, flooded trench 14 (Davies, 2024)


	To speak more about the stratigraphy of trench 14. The context 1400013 was sampled and taken to the lab. This is possibly to date the sample to see how far back it goes. This has not been done yet. With the stratigraphy, each of the layers that were identified shows a different geological event, ranging from many different types. The main event we focused on was the flooding, and how fast the floods were. The different colours of the soils and sediments helps us navigate our way through this discovery. The section we made is the main depiction of the fast flooding in the area. Which was roughly context 1400011. The furthest context down was 1400017, we did not record this one as much as we did with 1400013 and 1400011. Reading the Mesolithic-Neolithic landscapes in Ceredigion: a new site at Llanllyr, helped me understand the landscape of the area more clearly. 
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Figure 12, site location map. (no name, no date).
	Once we recorded everything and took the samples and mo2 and mo1. We then began to take out the remaining water from the trench and fill it back up with dirt and clays. After that we began to re-turf the trench and eventually return the supplies and put them in the van (see fig 10). In conclusion, we focused our energy on the stratigraphy and did run into many arduous issues with weather and the trench itself. However, we took valuable samples about the environment of Llanllyr, which will hopefully be beneficial for the Mesolithic or neolithic.
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Figure 13, Illustration of trench 14 drawn by Kayleigh Iacov. (Ewing, 2024)
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Figure 10, re-turfing trench 14 (Davies, 2024)
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Description automatically generated]Figure 11, the section, wall and contexts of trench 14. (Davies, 2024)
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