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The rights of the child with additional learning needsAim: The aim of their briefing paper is to support practitioners who are working alongside children with Additional Learning Needs. In the United Nations Convention, there are fifty-four articles that cover all aspects of a child’s life with the aim of giving children a voice and keeping them safe from harm (UNICEF, no date). This briefing paper analyses four articles providing practitioners with relevant and useful information with the purpose of supporting them whilst they are working alongside a child with additional learning needs and their families.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Article 16 – “The child has the right to protection from interference with privacy, family, home and correspondence, and from libel or slander” (Children’s Rights Alliance, 2013).
· Children in families (no date) points out that children and their families have the right to privacy and are entitled grow up in a family with little interference. Professional practitioners should follow their settings agreed approach in order to maintain best practice (Beith, et al. 2010). Additionally, in some cases confidential information may need to be disclosed in aim to safeguard children in early years provision. One should not forget, breaching confidentiality is a serious matter, best practice would be to follow setting’s policies and procedures as practitioners need to ensure they are protecting themselves during this prosses (Tassoni et al. 2010).
· Confidential information should only be shared when necessary, by respecting confidential knowledge this entitles practitioners to build a trusting and positive relationship with children and their families (childcare, 2019).
· Under the Data Protection Act 2018, all citizens have the right to retrieve information that have been stored regarding them at any given time. It is also said that all confidential information recorded should be kept up to date, stored securely, used fairly and should not be kept for any longer than necessary (GOV.UK, no date).
Article 3 – “The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children” (unicef, no date).
· Article 3 is implemented into early years practice to ensure adults put children’s best interests first. In addition to implementing UNCRC articles into practice and meeting the needs of every child, this provides children with the opportunity to thrive in life.  (Welsh Assembly Government, no date). 
· Public Health Wales (2018) states that every child deserves the best start in life, as a negative experience during early childhood can impact children’s development later in life. 
· Beckley (2012) points out the importance on giving children a voice, with the aim of making children feel included in their learning environment. Foundation Phase (2009) believe in giving children the opportunity to plan their own activities. This can be done by communicating verbally with children, observations and working in partnership with parents.
· NSCP (2010) and Tassoni et al. (2010) both say information sharing with practitioners, other agencies and parents/carers is key to delivering and providing a better service to meet the needs of children in early years provision. 
· Working with other agencies to share and gather information to meet the needs of a child or their family is known as multi-agency working. There are several professional’s practitioners may work alongside to support a child for example; health visitors, speech and language, educational psychologists, Social workers, play specialists, schools and portage workers (Tassoni, et al. 2010). 


Article 23 – “A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and, as far as possible, independence and to play an active part in the community” (unicef, no date).
· Early Support (2011) and Contact (no date) claim’s that no child with a disability is to be turned away from an early year setting and no education providers are to discriminate against any child with additional learning needs.
· Tassoni et al. (2010) points out a child with additional learning needs has the right to be treated the same as any other citizen. This right is covered by Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 and the Disability Discrimination Act 1995/2005.
· It is generally considered today that children have a variety of disabilities including; physical, sensory and mental that vary from mild to severe. Early years providers need to ensure they are meeting the needs of every individual in their care by adapting the environment, activities, furniture and providing staff with relevant qualifications (Devarakonda, 2013).
· If a setting believes they are unable to meet the needs of a child with additional learning needs, they are intitled to contact The Local Inclusion Team to seek advice and support. The setting will require permission from the child’s parents/carers before carrying out this action (Cyngor Abertawe Swansea Council, 2019).
· Early Support (2011) points out that all children with a disability are individuals and they live independent lives. It follows that given the right support, children can learn and achieve to their highest potential.
· It is said that children reach their developmental milestones at different paces as not all children are the same. Children with developmental delay may meet their needs much later than expected (Contact, 2012).



Article 31 – “Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities” (unicef, no date).
· It is a well-known fact that children learn and develop through play. Firstly, children develop many skills when exploring a range of play experiences including; creativity, social skills, emotions and language skills. Secondly, play gives children a sense of their abilities and can build a child’s confidence and self-esteem (family lives, 2018). 
· Social Care Wales (2018) suggests supporting and encouraging children to take part in a range of different activities and experiences relevant to their age in order to enhance their development.
· Early Childhood Training and Technical Assistance System (no date) and Social Care Wales (2018) suggest planning for inclusion and adapting activities to allow all children to participate in planned activities to their fullest abilities.
· Foundation Phase (2009) points out the importance of providing learning opportunities for children both indoors and outdoors, providing all areas of provision for children to access. BBC (2011) argue that Foundation Phase teachers are not using their outdoor areas to their full potential and Estyn are encouraging schools to implement more learning opportunities outdoors in addition to children developing quicker when learning in an outdoor environment.
· TheSchoolRun.com (no date) believe all children need time to rest and relax as it provides several developmental benefits. Firstly, children’s well-being will remain high and good mental health is key to good learning. Secondly, it allows children to take a step back and to reflect on their day. It is said that Yoga for children is a calm activity that allows children to unwind.
Conclusion: To conclude, there are fifty-four UNCRC articles implemented in early years provision with the aim to safeguard children (UNISEF, no date). Notably, all four articles cover the rights of a child with additional learning needs. Firstly, Information sharing is vital as a child with ALN will have input from a range of different agencies, working in partnership is important in order to safeguard and meet the needs of the child (USCP, 2010). Secondly, all records received from multi-agency working must be stored securely and kept up to date. The parents/carers of the child have the right to obtain these documents at any given time (GOV.UK, no date). Thirdly, it is said that no childcare provider is to turn away a child with ALN (Early Support, 2011). If a childcare setting requires support in adapting their setting, they can contact the Local Inclusion Team to retain more information (Cyngor Abertawe Swansea Council, 2019). Finally, all children have the right to relax and play, as practitioners it is important to think about the needs of individuals in order to adapt activitys to meet all children’s needs and developmental millstones (Early Intervention Technical Assistance, no date).
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