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Presentation outline: People who keep to precepts and merits

1、 Brief introduction to the previous passage of the Diamond Sutra
     Bodhisattva practices charity without a mind abiding in forms, if a Bodhisattva still clings to the false notion of an ego, a personality, a being and a life, he is not a true Bodhisattva. A Bodhisattva's mind should not abide anywhere when giving alms.

2、 Text: In the last five hundred years, before the final passing of the Tathagata, there will exist those who would be willing to obey precepts and perform good merits which will result in blessing. This kind of people would be able to develop a true faith in those sentences given by Sakyamuni about the truth of life and universe.
(1) Why did the World Honored One choose those who would like to obey rules and merits?
The reason lies in the fact that this kind of people holds an honest and practical attitude toward their life so that they will practice the principles of Buddhism in full compliance with the teaching of the Diamond Sutra. Such a person will not fall into the neglecting of cause and effect. Conversely, if we do not obey rules and merits, then certainly it is impossible for us to have true faith in the prajnaparamita (the Perfection of Wisdom). 

3、 A concrete look at why those who are willing to keep to precepts and perform good actions are the right learners of the prajnaparamita.
(1) Keeping to precepts
1 Those who have good deep roots in goodness are rare and commendable. They have the willingness to keep to precepts in such a chaotic era. With such good deep roots, they are not to be affected by bad environment without and are able to keep their heart clean and bear law-abiding faith in mind.
2 Besides, those who keep to precepts must be the persons who have less desire for wealth and enjoyment. Even though they might have many blessings and fortune in their life, they do not indulge themselves in enjoyment but donate their blessings and wealth to others who are in need. 
3 If people refuse to abide by the rules and law, they do not have a clean mind. Those who are unwilling to keep to precepts are often impatient and unable to concentrate, thus lose the possibility of cultivating Samadhi, restoring wisdom, and inspiring true confidence in the Diamond Sutra.

(2)  Doing merits
1 [bookmark: _GoBack]People who are willing to do merits definitely believe in karma. Good cause must result in good effect, whereas bad cause must induce evil retribution. A person who conduct self-cultivation likes to do good deeds, so he will not fall into the attachment of emptiness.
② Example: Liao-Fan's Four Lessons
4  The basic conditions for learning the Vajrayana. 
   Being able to keep to precepts renders one not to attach to the true existence of beings. Being fond of doing merits renders one not to attach to emptiness. Without attachment to both of true existence and emptiness composes the spirit of the Diamond Sutras.

4、 Text: We should know that those people do not have planted good roots in just one, two, three, four, or five Buddha lands. They have planted good roots in tens of thousands of Buddha lands.
It has taken incredibly long time to practice Buddhism in past life so as to build the foundation of conducting self-cultivation and keeping to precepts this life, as well as generating true faith in the Vajrayana. Since past, they have been learning from countless Buddhas.

5、 Text: Upon hearing these sentences, there will arise in them a single thought of pure faith. Subhuti, the Tathagata can know and see all; these sentient beings will acquire immeasurable merits. Why? Because they will have wiped out false notions of an ego, a personality, a being and a life, of Dharma and Not-Dharma.
(1) The reason that we are able to build pure faith in the teaching of the World Honored One is because when we keep to precepts, we could increase our wisdom and return to our true nature, which encompasses uncountable and unimaginable blessings. 
(2) In Dharma ending age, it is not easy for people to practice precepts and do merits in their life. Two reasons can be generalized as follow: 
①The first reason is that people are not aware of the importance of keeping to precepts and doing merits. They are more focused on Buddhism classics, paying attention to its meaning instead of putting it into practice in their daily lives. 
②The second reason can be traced to people’s firm bad habits. They lack the willpower to conquer these habits and lack sufficient patience as well as willingness to conduct self-cultivation.
(3) Therefore, in every day’s life, we should strive to be mindful of our behaviors. Do not think minor goods do not matter because it will develop into bigger ones, and the same as evils. 
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