[bookmark: _Hlk93882880]Two Buildings in my hometown compared in terms of architectural style and form

A Comparison of Swansea Castle and the Patti Pavilion, survivors of the Blitz with changing roles throughout the ages
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Figure 1 Ellis, H (2021) ‘archive photograph taken after the 3 nights Blitz of the area near Swansea Castle 1941.’ (yellow area highlights the castle, double click icon to hear Dylan Thomas describe the scene then Adelina sing with icon below, you can minimise the window to listen as you study the images)
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Swansea Castle was in place as a defensive Medieval timber structure in 1116 by the Lordships of Gower, on the river, the architecture for defence and not comfort. Around 1280 William de Breos II built the castle we see today focussing on comfort, with suites of rooms. The castle then fell into decay. In 1700 a town hall was built in the castle courtyard. The Great Hall served as a prison then workhouse serving wider social needs. A market was in the courtyard by 1770. Commercial/markets ever present, internal structure of the buildings was adapted to developing roles.
In the 19th century a Post Office replaces the townhall originating from 1585. 1912, the Evening Post moved into the premises. The castle remains survived the blitz. In 1976 the Tudor tower and Post Building were demolished.

Built in 1891 at Craig Y Nos as a Victorian style winter garden for singer Adelina Patti to relax indoors. It was gifted to Swansea in 1920. Used for concerts and cultural events but fell into disrepair. In the 1990s it was in a TV make-over programme, ‘Challenge Anneka.’ In 2009 it was re-developed by Fourgreen developers, and the Pavilion repurposed inside to be a restaurant.  Adapted inside from Winter Garden, leisure facility to restaurant.
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Figure 2 Steward, B (2021) Floor Plan of Swansea Castle, floor plan of the castle as it appeared in the 1900’s onwards until areas were demolished in 1976: UWTSD student assignment drawings and photographs 

Plan and Section 

The Patti Pavilion Swansea
Below is my drawn plan of the Patti Pavilion. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk93877241]Figure 3 Steward, B (2021) Floor Plan of Patti Pavilion, Swansea: UWTSD student assignment drawings and photographs. Relationship aspects between elements of the plan for the Patti Pavilion inspired by design elements suggested by Smith in Buxton (2015). Flow Chart to show how the elements interact in the Patti Pavilion 




Figure 4 Relationship aspects between elements of the plan for the Swansea Castle inspired by design elements suggested by Smith in Buxton (2015). Flow Chart to show how the elements interact in Swansea Castle I was inspired by Ian Smith with his analysis flow charts to show the elements of a building plan. His concept is to show that social mixing is intended, but Covid alters that somewhat temporarily with social distancing.
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Figure 5 Steward, B (2021) Floor Plan of Patti Pavilion, Swansea: UWTSD student assignment drawings and photographs floor plan based on my drawing showing the plan in 3D. Imagining methods to make it easier for a client to understand architectural plans this makes it easier to illustrate the functions and ‘workings’ of the structure.
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Figure 6 Steward, B (2021) Section drawing of Patti Pavilion, Swansea : UWTSD student assignment drawings and photographs
The principal elements of the Patti Pavilion are its original main structure, on the ground floor is still an events venue. The catering area is between the original function area and the new glass and metal-built section. A stair leads to a suspended floor area which is overflow space/functions. At the opposite end of the glass structure, are the toilets. Below is a sketch of the Patti Pavilion. I recreated the metal frames of the glass with the skilled addition of the modern glass structure. Using section drawings showing the main design elements of the new and old structures to make an accurate model. The theme for the Patti Pavilion is its exquisite ‘form and function,’ a well-structured layout for public use.
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Figure 7 South Wales Urban Sketcher (2022) Recent sketch by a local artist showing the listed elements of the domed pavilion compared to the innovative glass structure front left.
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Figure 8 Steward, B (2021) Second section drawing of the  Patti Pavilion, Swansea : UWTSD student assignment drawings, plans and photographs
[image: ]Figure 9 Steward, B (2021) Model of the Patti Pavilion, Swansea : UWTSD student assignment drawings, plans and photographs
Swansea Castle
The plan below shows the principle elements that make up the ancient castle structure. The is a frontal grass area and limited public use and access of the area. It is easy to access the grass area but restrictions on the public use of the area. Both the castle and the Patti Pavilion are public spaces but the Patti Pavilion functions well structurally for the public, but the Castle has lower success where its form or layout is not easily accessible to fulfil its function today. Though the section plan shows there are structurally fascinating areas to explore
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Figure 10 Steward,B (2021) Plan of Swansea Castle, Swansea. The areas include the former debtors’ prison, main hall. Chapel and solar room: UWTSD student assignment drawings,plans and photographs. 



[bookmark: _Hlk93892592]Figure 11 Relationship aspects between elements of the plan for the Swansea Castle inspired by design elements suggested by Smith in Buxton (2015). Flow Chart to show how the elements interact in Swansea Castle

Figure 12 Steward,B (2021) Section drawing  of Swansea Castle, Swansea : UWTSD student assignment drawings,plans and photographs[image: Diagram
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Use
Patti Pavilion
The below model with the roof removed shows the main hall and the main downstairs restaurant. The glass area to the right marked with sticks is an open plan eating zone. Above the restaurant is a suspended floor area for quieter functions. It has no real quiet zone for more privacy downstairs.
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Description automatically generated] Figure 13 Steward, B (2021) Model of the inside areas of the Patti Pavilion, Swansea : UWTSD student assignment drawings, plans and photographs





Swansea Castle
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Figure 14 Steward, B (2021) Model of Swansea Castle, Swansea, showing it in relation to the other buildings. The grey area is the actual castle wall in existence. The yellow show my reconstruction to understand how it might have functioned better in the past.: UWTSD student assignment drawings, plans and photographs

Swansea Castle is not that easily accessed by the public and has limited tours. The actual castle has a few accessible rooms, the green space being more easily enjoyed by the public complimenting the Castle Square in front.






Figure 15 Questions to be asked of members of the public near the Patti Pavilion and Castle grounds.


Qualitative evidence will be included plus graphs.

Figure 16 Graph

Why are you here today?
‘I came to look for a partner for the illegal Argentinian tango,’ replied one 78-year-old local man. An elderly woman said it was easy to use but she was staying in the park because of Covid. There is not enough space in this project to report all the comments, but generally most people said they loved the Patti Pavilion.

Figure 17 Graph
Why are you here today?
One person replied they could not see the bench, another said they didn’t know it was a castle. An older person said that he liked it, but people used drugs in the lane sometimes. Most said that they could go there but can’t get in it?






Materials and Light 
Patti Pavilion
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Description automatically generated] Figure 18 Steward, B (2021) Photograph showing some of the restored original glass areas of the Patti Pavilion, Swansea: UWTSD student assignment drawings, plans and photographs
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[bookmark: _Hlk93881863]Figure 19 Steward, B (2021) Model showing listed and modern glass additions, showing some of the restored original glass areas of the Patti Pavilion, Swansea: UWTSD student assignment drawings, plans and photographs
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Figure 20 Steward, B (2021) Model showing the modern addition of extra glass in the angled shape, (top) at the Patti Pavilion, Swansea: UWTSD student assignment drawings, plans and photographs

The original architect used wood, metal and glass to create light airy space, it was originally meant to be a Winter Garden for Madam Patti, then gifted to Swansea. Redeveloped in the 1990s a TV make-over with ‘Challenge Anneka’, then 2009 it was re-developed. Fourgreen were the final architects who used modern glass structures with metal frames to compliment the pavilion and let in maximum light. The model below shows the current castle remains in grey; the yellow is the reconstruction for my other project including an outside pavilion. The aesthetic qualities of the arch windows in the old castle are an aesthetic inspiration, because the window arches let in light in a geometric manner where form and function are complementing each other
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[bookmark: _Hlk93921465]Figure 21 (I did it my way,2022) Model of Swansea Castle 1840 [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The model shows the original 1840 view of the castle which continues its theme of maximum light to the open market area and multiple windows on the structures. Though glass would not have been used originally the castle was a fortified military base designed for conflict, the arches on the side way were a later edition.] 












Conclusion 
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Description automatically generated] Figure 22 Steward, B (2021) Model showing original remains in grey and aesthetically inspired reconstruction mirroring the arches at the back including faceted based on blitz Ben Evans store using the same principles of multiple windows, Swansea: UWTSD student assignment drawings, plans and photographs. 

Swansea Castle was a defensive Medieval structure in 1116, architecture for defence not comfort. It evolved through time serving wider social needs. Commercial/markets ever present, internal structure of the buildings adapted.
The castle was key at times, but the industrial revolution moved on and Swansea Docks took the power.
Both the Patti Pavilion and the Castle survived the WW2 blitz.
Built in 1891 at Craig Y Nos as a Victorian style winter garden for singer Adelina Patti, gifted to Swansea in 1920. Used for cultural events and a restaurant.  Adapted inside from Winter Garden, leisure facility to restaurant. Swansea castle though it started as a war base adapted through history, to media, with the South Wales Evening Post Building, to a tourist attraction and leisure facility today (Dalling, 2019) It needs updating to be more useful my feedback surveys indicated.

If I did a similar study outside of Covid, I would attend both venues internally and make a film in Swansea. I see buildings more globally now and I am making a model of the Castle area to compliment my model of Swansea Castle and a new pavilion design there meant to enhance the useability of the castle. Both buildings represent the spirit of the diverse Swansea public, unique and welcoming newcomers to the city after Covid to a better future.
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Back exit and deliveries

Entrance to glass built section
ouside steps access for staff


Etrance to cultural events hall

Catering area
steps to front


Stairs to suspended floor overflow area

fire exits throughout
disabled access at the rear


storage

toilets

solar room or Chapel

former debtors prison
Castle has sparodic access for the public


Public information boards

Hall areas
grass/court yard entrance


Side area near lane overlooked by observation tower

Castle Gardens
no public access at back or sides due to health and safety issues


What do you think of the location ?


What is it used for and can it be improved ?


Why are you here today ?



Is the Patti Pavilion easy to use ?	
yes	no	sometimes 	don't know	3	1	2	1	


Is it easy to use the Castle grounds ?	
Yes	No	Sometimes	Don't know	2	1	1	1	
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