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[bookmark: _Hlk87620140][bookmark: _Hlk87595764]Terrorism is a millennia old tactic; the first terrorists are widely regarded as the Sicarii, Jewish peoples who rejected roman rule (Horsley, 1979, p.435). They used a campaign of intimidation and violent brutality against Roman military and Roman civilians (Horsley, 1979, p.439). Additionally, they used word of mouth and psychological propaganda to gain support and increase notoriety of the organisation (Horsley, 1979, p.437). As well as political assassinations of outspoken supporters of the Romans, creating the illusion that the public support for the Sicarii was greater than it truly was (Horsley, 1979, p.439). The importance of highlighting the Sicarii is to underline that despite terrorism being thousands of years old and trans-nationally known as a threat to human life, with known tactics, there is no international consensus of what the definition of terrorism should be. The Crown Prosecution Service (2017) defines terrorism as:

“The use or threat of action, both in and outside of the United Kingdom (UK), designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public.  It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause.”

[bookmark: _Hlk87554252]There are of course issues with this definition, “for one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter” and the Sicarii saw themselves as liberators of the Jewish people (Laqueur, 1987: 7, 302; Horsley, 1979, p.435). States define terrorism to criminalise certain actions that they deem unacceptable. For example, the British government branded the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) a terrorist organisation, the then Prime Minister labelling them “terrorist” while discussing ISIS attacks on security forces (HC Deb 26 September 2014). However, ISIS consider themselves at war (Kalyvas, 2015, p.42), and thus, attacking a security force would be seen as a legitimate war target from the perspective of ISIS. Therefore, an internationally agreed upon definition is needed, to differentiate legitimate actions of war from terrorist attacks. For the purpose of this assignment the definition used will be one set out by Ganor (2002, p.294-295), his definition distinguishes between attacks on military targets as warfare, and attacks on civilian targets as terrorism. Furthermore, he also states that the attacks must have a political goal, and uses, or threatens to use, violence (Ganor, 2002, p.294-295). While it could be argued that attacking security forces were an act of war, rather than an act of terrorism. ISIS’s attacks on civilian populations such as the Paris attacks, suggests that ISIS can be labelled as a terrorist organization (Cragin, 2017, p.212). 

[bookmark: _Hlk87300150]The recruitment strategies of terrorist groups are sophisticated, detailed and go through what Bloom (2016, p.605) calls “cycles of terrorist recruitment”. These recruitment cycles are not static, they evolve to suit the needs of the organisation. Once ISIS had taken control of significant amounts of Syria and Iraq and developed into a proto state, the needs of the organisation evolved. In achieving de facto statehood (Belanger-Mcmurdo, 2015, p.1), it had to provide its citizens with many of the same amenities as seen with de jure states, such as hospitals, schools and policing. The recruitment cycle that would be used to help provide these amenities would be different than that of the cycle for gaining soldiers and can be considered as the “expertise cycle vs manpower cycle” (Bloom, 2016, p.604). 
Recruits during the expertise cycle would be highly educated or trained and go through an extremely selective and thorough recruitment process (Bloom, 2017, p.617). However, those recruited during the manpower cycle would often be low educated or ex-prisoners, lured by propaganda displaying violent imagery and the excitement of war (Bloom, 2017, p.616). Yet, the propaganda for the highly educated would draw attention to the nobility of ISIS’s goals, and target those who want to be involved in a society whose main legal and societal system are based on Islamic fundamentals (Bloom, 2017, p.606). It can be acknowledged that both groups join the organisation to reach utopia (Osman, 2014 p.1). 
[bookmark: _Hlk87556449]These cycles are an effective way of gaining manpower and expertise, however, they are an expensive process, particularly for ISIS (Bloom, 2017, p.605). ISIS bans Iraqi members from fighting in Syria, and as such must import foreign fighters instead (Rueter, 2015). Furthermore, recruits during the manpower phase are not as seriously vetted as those during the expertise phase (Bloom, 2017, p.605). Therefore, it is possible for spies to infiltrate the organisation and provide intelligence on potential attacks, one such infiltrator helped prevent over 30 attacks (Shaffer, 2021, p.336). 
[bookmark: _Hlk87599258]The organisation that is entrusted with ISIS intelligence recruitment is called the emni. They are a vital cog in the machine of ISIS, not only in charge of recruitment, but also responsible for intelligence operations, such as embedding spies in lands they intend to invade or being a major participant in the propaganda production of ISIS (Speckhard and Yayla, 2017 p.3). Continuing, the emni are a vital source of social control, controlling information and silencing opinions (Speckhard and Yayla, 2017, p.3).
[bookmark: _Hlk87299717]Strategically placed informants would relay any dissenting opinions or doubters of the regime to command. Those who doubted the regime would be punished or killed (Speckhard and Yayla, 2017, p.7). While those who reported dissenters would be rewarded, the reason for reporting dissenters is part of the social control that emni enforce on its populace, this is called “denunciation” (Bergemann, 2017, p.386). Bergmann (2017, p.401), asserts that people denunciate because of incentives, these can be positive such as monetary rewards, or negatives such as threats of violence, he labels this the “coercion model”. This process is an effective way of controlling the populace and when denunciation is widespread, it acts as a legitimising factor for the state (Bergemann, 2017, p.400). In fear of being reported, many people publicly proclaim their admiration for the state and their ideologies, which creates belief that support for the state is widespread, when often this is not true (Bergemann, 2017, p.400). If private opinion is critical of a regime, it is the public lie that reinforces political power (Kuran 1995, p.18). Moreover, in it’s over reliance of violence against its populace as a form of social control and to encourage denunciation, ISIS created a situation where non-violent punishment is seen as weakness (Khatib, 2015, p.21). This caused punishments to become increasingly violent and in turn their population became disillusioned with them (Khatib, 2015, p.21). The use of censorship, the controlling of opinions and silencing of dissenters, are common methods for totalitarian regimes, and are often extremely effective, particularly when the populace supports the organisation (Bergemann, 2017, p.386). It was predominantly effective in the Soviet Union, when exploring how it was undermined by the West, and we can apply the same to ISIS.
[bookmark: _Hlk87451249]The goal of ISIS is to create a purely Sunni Islamic state in the Middle East, what we discussed above is one way in which they try to achieve that goal. Like many totalitarian regimes before, in its nation building process and search for utopia, ISIS created a proto state based on ideals of fear, radical religious extremism and shame (Belanger-Mcmurdo, 2015, p.1). In doing this, they created a solid base of operations to advance their cause, providing them with a source of manpower from their population and a form of wealth and income, from oil reserves, slavery farming and taxation (Jaafar and Woertz, 2016, p.15). However, their pursuit of becoming a state may have also impacted on their decline as an organisation. At the peak of their power, ISIS held over 104,000 square kilometres of land in both Iraq and Syria (Dillion, 2017). While this can be viewed as a success, it was also a source of their decline. In order to become a caliphate, they needed land and a civilian population to govern, which created a tangible target for military action as it made them more visible. However, unlike in cases of the invasion of Afghanistan, there were no mass deployment of troops to aggressively pursue and target ISIS, rather like the Soviet Union before it, a policy of containment was used by anti-terrorist forces to counter their growth, and eventually force the organisation to retreat and evolve (Troy, 2020, p.386). 
[bookmark: _Hlk87622053]A number of ISIS fighters and recruits were there for financial incentives. ISIS offered a much higher salary than other organisations, with a core fighting force of 30,000 members at their peak, this was an expensive policy (Oosterveld and Bloem, 2017, p.10). Much of these salaries were paid by using taxation, oil, and the fertile farmlands that ISIS strategically took control over (Jaafar and Woertz, 2016, p.23). Its focus on acquiring food production stems from one of the major inspirations for the formation of ISIS, The management of savagery (Locatelli, 2015, p.44). However, the financial support of ISIS gradually deteriorated. ISIS had lost much of its access to Iraqi banks, missiles targeting liquid finance had been successful in their attacks, and counter attacks against ISIS controlled farmland (Jaafar and Woertz, 2016, p.15). The loss in revenue saw the salary of fighters cut in half, and many fighters abandoned the cause (Al-Tamimi, 2016), which stemmed recruitment. For example, 1440 foreign fighters from Turkey were crossing into to Syria in just under a month in 2015, and in 2018 this number was down to 100 (Yayla, 2021, p.1129-1130).
[bookmark: _Hlk87625155][bookmark: _Hlk87620379]Many terrorist fighters and recruits are often perceived to be irrational actors; however, the opposite is true. ISIS as an organisation and many of its fighters are highly effective, and intelligent rational actors, they strategically made decisions based on a positive vs negative cost analysis. One such example is the control of farmland and the water supply of Syria and Iraq (Strategic Foresight Group, 2014, p.19). Following the ISIS invasion of Iraq and Syria, they made a tactical decision to invade and take control of a significant amount of farming land, water supplies and dams (Strategic Foresight Group, 2014, p.19). Each bringing their economical and infrastructure power to ISIS, which allowed ISIS to further enforce their political will on the people of Iraq and Syria, often gaining new fighters for their cause, using the water as blackmail (Strategic Foresight Group, 2014, p.19). 
[bookmark: _Hlk87366554]Targeting water sources and farmlands is an extremely effective and powerful utilisation of the land they intended to control, especially in countries like Iraq and Syria where water is a valuable commodity (Abdel-Samad and Khoury, 2006, p.60). Furthermore, by taking control of one of the few remaining dams in working order, ISIS forced the Syrian government to purchase electricity from them (Strategic Foresight Group, 2014, p.21). This act legitimises ISIS as an organisation, as well as increasing positive public perception of ISIS (Strategic Foresight Group, 2014, p.21). Under the Cairo declaration on Human rights of Islam (1990), article 3 states that destroying crops livestock, or civilian infrastructure is prohibited, indicating that the creation of the state is perhaps not about religious doctrines, but instead about the hoarding of power. Furthermore, ISIS proudly proclaims that all western ideals are evil, but uses western state building as a blueprint for the introduction and creation of a Sunni Muslim caliphate (Walt, 2015, p.42; Perry and Long, 2016, p.11). ISIS interprets Islamic scripture to suit their needs, the existence of Syria as a state is incongruous with the goals of building a Sunni Muslim caliphate in the region, yet they were willing to have an unofficial pact of non-hostility with the Syrian government, here is where we can find that start of the caliphate (Khatib, 2015, p.15).
The strategic beginnings of ISIS were rooted in its non-hostility to the Syrian regime, and its active and strong police presence which ensured safety in ISIS territory, which encouraged immigration to these areas for safety purposes (Khatib, 2015, p.5). The Syrian regime avoided military conflicts with ISIS, and ISIS did the same. Syria avoided conflict as it hoped that ISIS would wipe out other rebel armies, the Syrian army would then destroy ISIS (Khatib, 2015, p.4). However, ISIS instead avoided conflict and focused on recruitment and creation of an operations base (Khatib, 2015, p.5).  Perhaps if the Syrian regime had targeted ISIS initially, instead of attempting to use them to further their political goals, then they would have been significantly reduced in power, a strategy reminiscent of Chamberlin’s policy of appeasement to the Nazis in World War 2 (Monk, 2019, p.2). Additionally, both Iraq and Syria had serious discriminatory policies against the Sunni Muslims, ISIS being Sunni, established themselves in Sunni majority areas, like the PIRA and catholic majority areas in Northern Ireland (Brown, 2015, p.206; Murphy, 1993, p.230). 

However, while this was useful in their initial blitzkrieg across Syria and Iraq (Kadercan, 2018, p.98), with the populace of those areas being somewhat supportive of the regime, it proved to be unhelpful in their expansion outside Sunni majority areas (Brown, 2015, p.206). One aspect of ISIS’s quick blitzkrieg over Iraq and Syria is in their training methods. A heavy focus was put onto the ideology and indoctrination of their fighters, which meant that some were absolute in their beliefs (Hashim, 2019, p.23). This indoctrination included emphasizing the “other” as an enemy to hate (Triandafyllidou, 2010, p.593). Hatred as a doing tool is an effective way to create cohesion and brotherhood among fighters, especially among the commando units of ISIS (Triandafyllidou, 2010, p.596). However, this focus on ideology over practical application of military training and discipline meant that significant casualties were taken, but these casualties were expertly played off by the leaders of regime, playing into to the hopes of many of its fighters in their effort to reach paradise (Perry and Long, 2016, p.11). 

This training regime led to the establishment of the “the ingihimasi” (Hashim, 2019, p.27). These are highly trained commandos, who focused on using any means necessary warfare to achieve goals, as well as reconnaissance and more (Hashim, 2019, p.28). Alongside the commandos, ISIS established a standing ‘regular army’ (Hashim, 2019, p.27). The regular Army consisted of a mix of foreign and local fighters. Cohesion of these fighter’s was a serious issue faced by military command and became exasperated after the cut in their wages (Hashim, 2019, p.27). ISIS had become a quasi-state, and as such it formed a quasi-conventional military (Hashim, 2019, p.27).
A common tactic for both the standing army and the ingihimasi involved the use of “suicide vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices” (Knight and Mello, 2017, p.2). They tactically used them as a weakening tool prior to invasion of a territory, or in defence of a territory. For example, in the defence of Mosul, over 30 of these suicide bombers were used to slow down the advancement of Iraqi forces (Knight and Mello, 2017, p.2). This allowed the defences of Mosul more time for preparation of an attack, but it also reduced the manpower of the defenders significantly (Knight and Mello, 2017, p.2). This is described as “all out tactics” (Khatib, 2015, p.18). Being willing to sacrifice significant casualties in pursuit of an objectives leads to more recruitment and intimidation, by proving that ISIS are the strongest Jihadist actor in the region (Khatib, 2015, p.19) Moreover, ISIS commonly used superior manoeuvrability with hit and run attacks against military personnel and to avoid missile attacks (Beccaro, 2017, p.211). Likewise, not only was ISIS propaganda used for recruitment, but it was also used in psychological warfare during battle (Khatib, 2015, p.12). Beheading members of captured enemies prior to battle reduced moral and greatly affected battle readiness (Khatib, 2015, p.12)
Additionally, ISIS at their peak were unable to advance further due to the strong defensive capabilities of Israel, Turkey and Jordan. This is one reason ISIS changed from targeting the near enemy, to the “far enemy” (Djerejian, 2015, p.2).
In their attacks on the “far enemy” ISIS used their propaganda machine to target Muslims in western countries (Djerejian, 2015, p.2). Provocative and shocking content has been published on sites such as twitter, Facebook and YouTube (Speckhard et al. 2018, p.2). Initially the anonymity provided by these websites caused difficulty for Governments, tracking the activities of both the recruiter and potential recruit (Speckhard et al. 2018, p.2). Nevertheless, further lockdown on offensive content by social media sites has helped significantly reduce the amount of content that was being published by ISIS (Speckhard et al. 2018, p.2). Attacks on the “far enemy” such as the Paris attack began with the establishment of sleeper cells, post radicalisation of western born Muslims (Djerejian, 2015, p.2).
[bookmark: _Hlk87620652]Radical western Muslims would travel to Syria for military training and for experience in the planning of terrorist attacks, but once returned to western countries, many were given free rein to plan attacks as they see fit (Spechard and Yayla, 2017). In their French magazine ISIS quoted the use of a German tactic called “auftragstaktik” from a security paper (Spechard and Yayla, 2017, p.11; Mas, 2016). This word translates to mission tactic, the Germans used this approach as it encouraged high flexibility and allowed those experienced in the area to plan the attack, rather than those in command from elsewhere who may not know the quirks of the area (Spechard and Yayla, 2017, p.11; Mas, 2016). The only instructions were that of a target and a timeframe to achieve it by, a tactic used in many cells or lone wolf attackers (Spechard and Yayla, 2017, p.11). The success of the operation relies entirely on the tactical genius and persistence of the cell or lone attacker. Many cells or lone attackers, however, do not have the experience or knowledge, despite training, such as the attempt made by Safiyaa Shaikh (White, 2020).  An exception to this is the Paris attacks, the perpetrators had support and tactics planned by various Islamist extremists throughout Europe and the middle east (Rapoport,2016, p.27). 
However, prior to the Paris attacks ISIS had begun to lose territory. So why would they target western powers? Inciting the power of the west while losing ground to Iraqi forces would surely seem, a poor tactical move. Despite this, Rapoprt (2016, p.28) asserts that the ISIS leadership believed that invoking the west would cause an invasion of Syria, like the one seen in Iraq in 2003. The overreaction of Western militaries in 2003 led to direct rise in recruitment and support for Al Qaeda, something that ISIS perhaps may have been trying to replicate, however a policy of containment was used instead (Rapoprt 2016, p.28). So, while ISIS was successful in their attempts to spread fear and intimidate, it failed to cause a significant military reaction from the west, who instead focused on long range missile barrages (Rapoprt 2016, p.29). However, learning from their past mistake with western missiles targeting liquid finance, ISIS moved many of its key infrastructure and arms underground (Khatib, 2015, p.21).
ISIS is a highly intelligent organisation, capitalized on the weaknesses of the Syrian and Iraqi government, exploited the environment and landscape that they had taken control over and used their civilian population as a launching off point to attack western states (Khatib, 2015, p.4; Strategic Foresight Group, 2014, p.19). The failure of the Syrian government in handling ISIS while the organisation was smaller, produced an environment which allowed for the creation of an ISIS caliphate; however, it was short lived (Khatib, 2015, p.4). Many of the things that caused the massive and rapid expansion of ISIS were also major contributors in their downfall. ISIS today resembles more of a traditional terrorist outfit such as Al Qaeda, however, they still are an active and strong force in the Middle East. ISIS’s peak in 2015 emerged from many years of steady decline. Therefore, continuing action targeting ISIS forces is vital in preventing them from rising again.
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