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1.Introduction 
The aim of this report is to provide a brief history of Phil Knight, the co-founder of Nike INC, as well as to outline some of his accomplishments, focusing on his motivations, entrepreneurial path, and key traits that have contributed to his success. Phil Knight is a living example of perseverance and entrepreneurial spirit. His legendary journey from importing and reselling Japanese shoes from the trunk of his car, to creating one of the most recognisable brands in the world of sport is truly phenomenal.
2.A brief history of the entrepreneur 
Phil Knight was born in Portland, Oregon, on 24 February 1938, into an upper-middle-class family. He attended a high school in the southeast of the city, Cleveland High School, and then continued his studies at the University of Oregon where his coach on the track, and eventual partner in business, was Bill Bowerman. He gained a degree in business in 1959 after which he pursuit an MBA at Stanford’s Graduate School of Business. Few years later, in 1962, Knight went on a trip around the world, during which he discovered the potential for low-cost, high-quality Japanese athletic shoes. (Kidane, 2023)  In 1964, Knight and his former track coach, Bill Bowerman, founded Blue Ribbon Sports (BRS) with the aim of importing and distributing Japanese running shoes in the United States. Knight initially sold shoes out of the trunk of his car at track meets and later opened a small retail store. (Cheng, 2019) In 1971, Blue Ribbon Sports rebranded as Nike Inc., named after the Greek goddess of victory. The iconic Nike swoosh logo was also introduced around this time. Phil Knight commissioned Carolyn Davidson, a graphic design student at Portland State University, to create a logo for the brand. Davidson presented several designs, but Knight ultimately settled on the swoosh, which he described as "the sound of someone going faster." As a reward, Davidson was paid 35$ for the swoosh that later became the most recognizable symbol in the sport industry. (Knight, 2018)
3. Key achievements  
Phil Knight’s entrepreneurship path is marked by lots of achievements. First of all, his co-foundation of Nike stands as the greatest one. Under his leadership, Nike did not only became a multi-billion $ business, but also revolutionized the athletic footwear industry by introducing innovative designs and marketing strategies. The company's iconic swoosh logo and "Just Do It" slogan became synonymous with athleticism. Nike's partnerships with the most famous athletes strengthened it’s reputation as a leader in the sportswear. (Kay, 2023) Moreover, Knight played a vital role in the signing of Machael Jordan, a partnership that became known as the most iconic in the history of basketball. This marks a turning point in the development of the company because the deal not only propelled Nike to new heights of success in NBA, but also resulted in the brand’s expenditure beyond basketball. They created a lifestyle and fashion, which remains one of Nike's most lucrative and enduring ventures. (www.youtube.com, 2016) 
Phil Knight is also well-known for his charity donations and campaigns. Since 2007, he and his wife have donated more than 1 billion $ to the University of Oregon, mainly supporting scientific research and athletic programs, according to Oregonian/OregonLive (2021).
4.Motives and inspiration   
A combination of passion, a thirst for creativity, and a desire to be successful in the competitive world of sports gear inspired Phil Knight's entrepreneurial journey. 
First of all, Phil Knight's lifelong passion for sports, particularly track and field, played a significant role in his entrepreneurial pursuits. As a former track athlete himself, Knight understood the importance of high-quality athletic footwear and apparel in enhancing performance. 
Secondly, Knight was inspired by the potential for innovation in the sports apparel industry. His encounters with innovative Japanese running shoes during a trip to Japan sparked the idea for importing and selling them in the United States. Knight's vision for bringing cutting-edge products to American athletes drove the founding of Blue Ribbon Sports (BRS), later known as Nike Inc.  
Thirdly, Knight possessed a natural entrepreneurial spirit and a willingness to take risks. His decision to quit his safe and well paid accountant job in order to start selling imported running shoes demonstrated his entrepreneurial drive and resourcefulness. Knight's willingness to venture into uncharted territory and challenge the status quo set him apart as a trailblazer in the sports apparel industry.
Above all, Knight was driven by a desire to succeed and build something meaningful. Despite facing numerous challenges and setbacks along the way, Knight remained determined and resilient in his pursuit of success. His relentless drive to build Nike into a global brand fuelled his entrepreneurial endeavours and inspired those around him. (Untitled Leader, 2023) 
5. Entrepreneurship traits.  
According to Dr V. Pandey (2023), Phil Knight had several entrepreneurship traits that have been fundamental for his company’s great success. 
To begin with, resilience. Throughout his career, Phil Knight encountered many obstacles and disappointments, but he never gave up. He persevered to keep Nike going forward in the face of monetary losses, legal disputes, and personal tragedies.
When Knight first started Nike, he had trouble getting funding for the business. This is one instance of his resilience. Despite multiple bank and investor rejections, Knight persisted in his efforts. Eventually, he persuaded a group of Japanese manufacturers to invest in his idea and obtained a loan from his father. 
Secondly, Phil Knight's career has been characterized by the development of strong networks and relationships across various fields, including sports and business. Phil Knight understood early on that he would have to surround himself with brilliant, motivated people who shared his vision for the organisation in order to establish Nike—he could not do it alone. Knight was an expert at seeing potential and bringing on board those who might contribute to Nike's success. Bill Bowerman, a former track coach for Knight at the University of Oregon, was one of his most important connections. He assisted him in creating the first Nike running shoes. The success of Nike's early products was greatly attributed to Bowerman's proficiency in shoe design and testing. 
Moreover, Knight had a strong belief in the power of branding from the very beginning. He thought that Nike could differentiate itself from competitors and build a dedicated loyal customer base with the help of a powerful brand. He put in a lot of effort to build a distinctive, enduring, and motivating brand in order to do this.  
Last, but not least, Knight is well-known for his constant commitment to lifelong learning and his relentless pursuit of greatness because of his curiosity. Knight believes that curiosity is essential for mastery. (Patrik, 2023) Phil Knight states in his autobiography, "Shoe Dog," that "The cowards never started and the weak died along the way. That leaves us, ladies and gentlemen. Us." Knight advises business owners to embrace their curiosity and make a commitment to a lifetime of growth and learning.
6.Traits for self-development
 As someone interested in entrepreneurship and inspired by Phil Knight's journey, there are several entrepreneurial traits that I would like to develop in the future. 
1. Networking: Nike's success has been greatly attributed to Phil Knight's capacity to develop long-lasting relationships with athletes, investors, and business associates. In order to support my entrepreneurial path and build a successful business, I hope to strengthen my interpersonal skills and form meaningful connections. 
2. Risk-Taking: Phil Knight's willingness to take calculated risks has been instrumental in his success. I aim to develop the courage to step outside my comfort zone, take calculated risks, and seize opportunities for growth and innovation. 
3. Resilience: Knight's ability to persevere through challenges and setbacks is admirable. I aim to cultivate resilience, learning from failures and setbacks to bounce back stronger and more determined than ever. 

7.Conclusion  
In conclusion, Phil Knight’s journey serves as an inspiration for many people. From humble beginning of reselling Japanese shoes to building the biggest brand in sports apparel. In addition to influencing Nike's path to success, his visionary leadership, resilience in the face of difficulty, and relentless pursuit of innovation have also made an eternal impact on the sports sector and beyond. Future entrepreneurs can learn a lot from Knight's entrepreneurial qualities, such as the ability to take calculated risks, the creativity in the face of change, and the establishment of strong relationships with the right people. All they need to do is to implement these qualities in their life and business. Knight's legacy serves as a reminder that with passion, determination, and a willingness to innovate, anything is possible in the world of entrepreneurship, so “Just Do It”. 
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