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INTRODUCTION 
Good afternoon, my name is Iola and today I will be talking about children with hearing impairments and how it affects their day-to-day life. I have chosen to do research into hearing impairments as it is personal to me. I was diagnosed with a hearing impairment a year ago finding out I am deaf in my left ear and partially deaf in my right year leaving me to wear hearing aids on a daily basis to be able to hear and communicate with others. According to World Health Organization (2024) hearing loss can range from mild to severe where it can affect either one ear or both. Likewise, National Deaf Children’s Society (2025) indicates that a hearing impairment can be proven difficult to diagnose or notice within children. National Deaf Children’s Society (2025) highlights that having a hearing impairment during childhood can cause issues in a child’s development regarding their speech and language. It is stated that a hearing impairment can be either permanent or temporary, but both can have long term effects. 
DIAGNOSIS 
Moving on to diagnosis
According to NHS (2024), children within the United Kingdom are able to have a free hearing test during their childhood as a part of their health and development reviews. Alongside this, NHS (2024) indicate that depending on the area of which the child will attend school, they may receive free hearing tests through their primary school. UK Government (2024) signifies that when a baby is born, the doctors and nurses should offer the baby a hearing screening test either before they leave the hospital for the first time, when the baby is at home, or the parents will receive a letter to attend the clinic for an appointment. It is stated by UK Government (2024) that it is important that this test takes place in the first 5 weeks of the baby’s life. The test for the diagnosis will only take up a few minutes where a tiny earpiece is placed within the child’s ear and noises are being played. It will show on a screen the inner part of the baby’s ear reacting to the noises if there is no hearing impairment. UK Government (2024) also suggests that this method may not work the first time around and therefore, in that case, parents will be offered to bring their baby back for the second time, either to perform the same test again or a different version of the test where sensors are placed on the baby’s body. These sensors will be able to establish if the baby has a hearing impairment. Furthermore, NHS Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children (2025) highlight that there is an audiological medicine that can be provided to the child in order to see whether they have a hearing impairment or not. It is a medicine that is also able to identify if the child’s balance is affected due to the hearing impairment. National Deaf Children’s Society (2025) proposes that certain places will provide each child with a hearing impairment an ‘individual management plan’ where each child’s needs will be written down and be personal to them. The individual management plan should be reviewed frequently and be adjusted regularly to assist the child (National Deaf Children’s Society, 2025). 


BARRIERS
Here are the barriers of hearing impairments
According to ASHA (2025) a child with a hearing impairment may find it difficult to speak, read and develop their social skills. During a child’s time in school, it is the best time to develop their speech and language skills and it is the best place for them to be able to make friends. Unfortunately, children with a hearing impairment will struggle to reach the standard targets as they need extra help to be able to understand and the help is not always available. As hearing loss can range from mild to severe, ASHA (2025) implies that the worse the hearing impairment is, the more difficult the child will find school and the social aspect of it. It has been proven that children who have been diagnosed with a hearing impairment find it challenging to make new friends or keep their existing friends. Moreover, National Deaf Children’s Society (no date) suggests that children who have a hearing impairment tend to have a lower self-esteem and less self-confidence as they feel misunderstood. Due to the fact that their speech is delayed as well as their language, it can cause anger in some children as they are not able to express their feelings the way they want to. 
	Cincinnati Children’s (2025) implies that children who suffer with a hearing loss show signs of their brain not being developed properly in the communication area. As the communication is affected, children may find it problematic to understand others around them, how to use the correct grammar and understand what is happening in the classroom while everyone is talking. Disability Studies Quarterly (2001) suggests that children who have a hearing impairment are likely going to have to learn sign language. Children and adults who have to communicate through sign language seem to be categorised into a minority in schools and workplaces as not many people understand sign language or have any knowledge on sign language. According to Disability Studies Quarterly (2001) there is not a high number of professionals who speak sign language or even begin to understand it and therefore, it is leaving the children with complications and implications on achieving the goals set for them due to there being a lack of help. 

STRATEGIES
Now I will discuss the strategies to help
	Nationwide Children’s Hospital (2024) implies that schools can have a very big impact on the development of a child with a hearing impairment as teachers can use a variety of strategies to aid the children and make them feel more comfortable. Nationwide Children’s Hospital (2024) indicates that teachers can use the technique of pausing during their lectures or lessons for the children with a hearing impairment to catch up and have the opportunities to ask any questions they have. Through doing this, it provides the teacher’s the chance to repeat themselves for the children to have a better chance of understand what the teacher was trying to say. 
	Nationwide Children’s Hospital (2024) insinuates that teacher’s within the school could talk slower and more clearly for the children with hearing impairments for them to have the chance to understand alongside the other children. Alongside talking more slowly, the teachers could prepare visual aids such as cues and models to assist the children in having a better understanding or a clearer understanding. Coinsidely, Nemours KidsHealth (2025) expressed that children who are diagnosed with a hearing impairment will be able to progress and develop easier in school with teacher’s creating a seating arrangement where the children who are hard of hearing are seated closer to the front by the teacher which allows them to hear better with hopefully less background noise. 
	Lastly, National Deaf Children’s Society (2025) implies that children do really well when lip reading, therefore agreeing with Nemours KidsHealth (2025) that the children with a hearing impairment should be sat at the front of the class to hear better, they will also be able to see the teacher’s mouth better allowing them to lip read hopefully understanding everything the teacher is saying. As teacher’s are speaking slower and more clearly as well, it provides the children with an opportunity to read the teacher’s lips and understand better.  

CONCLUSION 
To conclude this presentation, it is found that the important of getting a diagnosis for a hearing impairment at a young age is high as the earlier it is found out, the earlier help can be put into place for the child. As stated by Nationwide Children’s Hospital (2024) the main aim is to ensure the child’s best interests are being met, and that parents and schools are working together to for the benefit of the child. Through having a seating arrangement and knowing that the child has an additional learning need, the teacher is able to put a bit more focus on the way they are teaching enabling them to provide better and more thorough teaching for the children with a hearing impairment. 
Thank you for listening, Are there any questions
Question 1 Danielle – What different types of hearing aids are there? 
Answer – thankyou Danielle, looking into it, there are many different hearing aids out there but there are 7 main different types of hearing aid. The most common ones are behind the ear hearing aids, in the ear hearing aids and cochlear implant.
Question 2 Elin – What are the main reasons behind hearing loss in children? 
Answer – thank you Elin, it typically occurs in children after a head injury or build-up of wax in their ear causing infections.
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