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Introduction

This essay will examine the social and ethical dimensions of home childcare services, with particular attention to the relationship between affordability, quality, and accessibility. It will aim to evaluate whether financial constraints will influence the standard of care provided to families and children. Furthermore, it will consider the ethical responsibilities of childminders in upholding safeguarding practices and promoting equality, diversity, and inclusion within their settings. A secondary mixed-method research approach, integrating both quantitative and qualitative data, will be employed. Relevant academic literature will be critically analysed to explore how cost pressures will intersect with ethical/social obligations to ensure safety, equitability, and high-quality childcare provision.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Quantitative research is a methodological approach that involves obtaining and interpreting data represented through numerical form while (do we need in citation text?) Qualitative research focuses on collecting non-numerical information to understand individuals’ thoughts, emotions, and personal experiences in depth.
Need to show/describe how
This essay considers both quantitative and qualitative research approaches to understand if the social and financial conditions of service users or their families affect the quality of home childcare services provided. By integrating both approaches, the study ensures a more comprehensive understanding of the issue. The quantitative data supports and validates the written reports by providing numerical evidence that gives a wider, data-driven context to the findings, while the qualitative analysis explains the human and social implications behind the numbers.








DRAFT
Data (needs to be analysis by the 14th):

Secondary Quantitative & Qualitative: https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/media-centre/nine-in-ten-lonely-and-isolated-as-a-child-in-care/
Secondary Quantitative: https://www.nao.org.uk/reports/managing-childrens-residential-care/
Secondary Quantitative & Qualitative: https://news.sky.com/story/vulnerable-children-in-care-being-let-down-by-dysfunctional-system-watchdog-warns-13428922
Secondary Quantitative & Qualitative: https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2025/07/29/hike-in-number-of-childrens-homes-sparks-fears-over-quality-of-care-placements/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2024/apr/13/vulnerable-children-illegal-unregulated-care-homes-england
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/sep/12/cost-of-place-in-childrens-care-homes-in-england-hits-almost-320000-a-year
https://theweek.com/education/englands-dysfunctional-childrens-care-system
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/childrens-social-care-in-england-2024/main-findings-childrens-social-care-in-england-2024
Bryman, A., 2016. Social Research Methods. 5th ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press: https://global.oup.com/ukhe/product/brymans-social-research-methods-9780198796053?cc=gb&lang=en

Creswell, J.W. & Creswell, J.D., 2018. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. 5th ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications. Available at: https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=335ZDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false

Denzin, N.K. & Lincoln, Y.S. (Eds.), 2018. The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research. 5th ed. Los Angeles, CA: SAGE Publications. Available at https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-assets/79661_book_item_79661.pdf
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