Comparative reflection

The article explores youth work in Finland and Sweden, and how youth clubs are used to support young people. There is a lot of the themes in the article that relate to youth work in Wales especially around creating a safe space and the importance of building relationships with young people and helping them develop their skills and confidence. 
One element that stand out with in the article is how youth clubs in Finland and Sweden are seen as places for young people to gather, socialise and learn new skills while being supported by trusting and caring adults. I feel this is also shows similarities to youth work in Wales as youth work here also focuses on creating a safe environment and place where young people can meet and be supported. Both foster a system that educates in a non-formal way and encourages personal growth and development.
However the article mentions the tensions in youth work and its control on young people behaviour and in Finland and Sweden there seems to be a strong focus on trying to ‘ keep youths off the street’ and trying to prevent anti-social behaviour unlike Wales where I feel it focuses more on empowering and enabling young people to a voice. 
Another comparison is around the role of youth workers. The article highlights how most youth workers in Sweden and Finland often rely on their experience or personal skills rather than their qualifications or degree. In Wales youth work feels more structured and would seek for professionals or encourage further training. 
Overall, I think the article shows that youth work across different countries share many similarities and foster the same values. The biggest similarities is supporting young people in a positive way and encouraging them to be the best version of them self’s. 

