Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB Act), (Welsh Government, 2014a) defines an adult at risk as adults who are ‘experiencing or are at risk of abuse or neglect, have needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs), and as a result of those needs are unable to protect themselves against the abuse or neglect or the risk of abuse or neglect.’ 

Section 197 (1) of the SSWB Act defines abuse and neglect as physical, sexual, psychological, emotional, or financial abuse and states that this can happen anywhere, in a private dwelling, an institution or anywhere else, (Welsh Government, 2014a). It’s also important to consider violence against women, domestic abuse, and sexual violence under the Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015, (Welsh Government, 2015). The purpose of this act is to promote awareness of and prevent gender-based violence, domestic abuse, and sexual violence, develop strategies using a needs-based approach and improve consistency, joint-working and service provision in Wales, (Welsh Government, 2015). It is important to consider the definitions of abuse, but it is also important to remember that abuse can be complex, and individuals can sometimes experience multiple forms of abuse, (Mantell, 2008). 

If someone suspects that an individual is at risk, they must report this to the local authority, (Welsh Government, 2014a). Local Authorities then have a duty to investigate, (Welsh Government, 2014c). The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Social Care Wales, 2024) set out the different stages in adult safeguarding such as, the strategy meeting, the adult protection conference and the care and support protection plan. One main element of the procedures (Social Care Wales, 2024) is that practitioners must work in a person-centred way. They must consider individuals’ rights, their best interests, their views, wishes and feelings and work to promote their dignity as well as respecting their cultures and beliefs, (Social Care Wales, 2024). This includes ensuring the active offer is given to individuals by asking which language they’d prefer at the beginning of the process, (Welsh Government, 2022). It’s also important to consider the European Convention of Human Rights when working in adult safeguarding, especially Article 2, right to have life protected and Article 8, right to respect for private and family life, home, and correspondence, (Council of Europe, 1970). Section 7 of the SSWB Act also emphasises the importance of the United Nations Principles for Older People, (The General Assembly, 1991).

One important aspect to consider is Mental Capacity. There are five statutory principles under the Mental Capacity Act (UK Government, 2005), which are, we must always assume capacity, we must use all practicable steps to help a person to make decisions before treating them as unable to make a decision and, we shouldn’t treat someone as unable to make decisions just because they make unwise decisions. Additionally, any decisions made on behalf of someone who lacks capacity should be made in their best interests and least restrictive options should be considered first before any decisions are made. The aim of the Mental Capacity Act (UK Government, 2005) is to promote the rights of disabled people, protect those who lack capacity and protect those who provide care. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

There are similarities between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work, especially since the introduction of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (SSWB Act) 2014 (Welsh Government, 2014a). Safeguarding adults is now a duty, rather than a power for local authorities, the same as with safeguarding children, (National Safeguarding Team, 2016). Additionally, the SSWB Act (Welsh Government, 2014a) has made it a duty to report adults and children at risk and there are now Adult Safeguarding Boards similar to Regional Safeguarding Children’s Boards in Wales, (National Safeguarding Team, 2016). The safeguarding procedures for adults and children are similar and come under the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, (Social Care Wales, 2024). With adult and children’s safeguarding, working in partnership and in a person-centred way are clear principles of the procedures and integral to any assessment which links with the Code of Professional Practice, (Social Care Wales, 2017). Furthermore, as with any risk assessment, the rights of the child or adult are paramount and the European Convention on Human Rights (Council of Europe, 1970) should be considered, the same as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (General Assembly Resolution, 1989).

There are also differences in children’s and adult’s safeguarding. The definition of adult at risk and the definition of harm in relation to a child are different. What’s different with adults is that the definition is specific to adults who have care and support needs and because of those needs are unable to protect themselves, (Welsh Government, 2014a). One of the main differences is that adults can withdraw their consent and make their own decisions if they are deemed to have the mental capacity, even if those decisions are unwise, (UK Government, 2005). Adults can also choose not to protect themselves, (Norfolk Safeguarding Adults Board/Norfolk Safeguarding Children Partnership, 2021). Also under the Mental Capacity Act, (UK Government, 2005) are the Liberty Protection Safeguards (LPS), previously Deprivation of Liberty (DoLS), which is linked to Article 5 of the Human Rights Act and concerns when individuals are deprived of their liberty, (UK Government, 1998). However due to this change from DoLS to LPS, 16- and 17-year-olds are now covered within the framework when previously it related to individuals aged 18 and over. Furthermore, under the Children Act 1989 (UK Government, 1989,) the local authority can have the power to remove a child from their family home to provide immediate short-term protection using an Emergency Protection Order. However, it is unlikely that an adult would be removed from their home in safeguarding situations unless they were detained under the Mental Health Act 1983, (UK Government, 1983). 
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