Character Dossier

I will be playing the part of the Satrap of Babylonia. My character is Graeco-Macedonian as the upper administration of the Seleucid kingdom was predominantly led by Greeks and Macedonians while the Seleucid state did also somewhat encourage native appointments in the regions they ruled over[footnoteRef:1], primarily in the eastern provinces Iranians were sometimes appointed to satrapies[footnoteRef:2]. Thus, despite a local culture character being considered I found it more likely that this core and crucial province of the kingdom containing a royal palace, would have a Graeco-Macedonian satrap. [1:  Wiesehöfer 2006]  [2:  Wiesehöfer 2006] 

I imagine my character as dark haired and blue eyed with a dark olive-skinned complexion as a result of prolonged exposure to a Mesopotamian climate. Which would have been a fact of life for most Seleucid nobles who, when traveling the empire would in the most part be exposed to far harsher heat and exposure compared to their forebears in Macedonia. 
My character is the Satrap of Babylonia which is the central region of the Seleucid Kingdom the cross roads of the Kingdom. Being in such a central position Seleucus I established Seleucia on the Tigris as his eastern capital within the province which by this period has replaced Babylon as the primary city in the region containing a royal palace which would have been occupied by myself, the satrap (unless the royal family was resident) and been the headquarters of the administration for the city and region[footnoteRef:3].  This region has both strategic and economic prominence. [3:  Dreyer 2011: 50] 

For one this region was vital as trade flowing from the east to the west known as the silk road passed through this region which was known for its vast metropolies meaning its population was the greatest of any region in the Kingdom, rivalling that of Egypt during the same period[footnoteRef:4]. This made the region very important to retain control of as its population could also be a threat because of their large number[footnoteRef:5]. They needed to be kept docile in order to retain stability and prosperity necessary for the sizeable contribution the region would’ve made in taxes to the royal treasury. The estimated annual revenue of this being in the region 6000-7000 silver talents, the highest of any Seleucid satrapy[footnoteRef:6]. [4:  Pirngruber 2017: 26]  [5:  Pirngruber 2017: 26]  [6:  Aperghis 2004: 257] 

In terms of economy the existence of two of the royal mints in the region is worthy of note. They were of vital importance to the economy of the Kingdom as they allowed for the soldiers to be paid and help maintain the stability of the kingdom resulting in higher prestige of the King. Historically the threat to and seizure of these mints by Molon forced Antiochus to march on Babylonia for fear this occupation would ruin the Kingdom’s finances[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Mehl and Weissenburger 2006] 

Also, Babylonia was famed for its agricultural output given its position in the ‘fertile crescent’ and was responsible for much of the food production of the Kingdom, and thus vital for keeping the rest of the Kingdom and most importantly the various military contingents on campaign well fed.
The title of ‘satrap’ had general responsibilities as administrator and defender of the province under his jurisdiction on the Kings authority and in his absence. This involved domestically the primary aims of the collection of taxes and the maintaining of civil order. 
In regard to the collection of taxes, lesser officials were sent out to collect a proportion of the of the annual earnings or production of the population, I have used the term production here because payments were sometimes in kind due to the dominance of agriculture in rural economies of the period and especially the region. 
Civil order was maintained through the proper financing and conducting of religious ceremonies and events. Primarily of the Babylonian tradition but also Hellenic in the Greek dominated colonies, while in some case the two were merged in the case of Greek theatres being designed in the style of Babylonian pyramids, so as to accommodate both cultures and syncretise traditions thus keeping both population groups contented. The satrap as the King’s representative would have been central to many public religious ceremonies as was the Babylonian tradition which often required a king to conduct such rites[footnoteRef:8], although a satrap would likely have had the king’s authority to do so in his absence, the auspices of which would too have been vital for securing the loyalty and cooperation of the predominantly Babylonian population. [8:  Ristvet 2014: 256] 

It was also the role of the satrap to maintain the security of his satrapy in the king’s absence, whilst the monarch would often personally meet incursion or send a closely trusted general, there were garrison forces and military settlers which could be called upon in times of emergency to provide more immediate relief[footnoteRef:9]. These forces were solely meant for defensive purpose although not always as in the case of Molon mobilising his Median forces for the occupation of Babylonia towards the end of the 3rd century[footnoteRef:10], the fact that several royally sanctioned forces were eliminated by him indicates that the forces at Molons disposal were sizeable enough to be a severe threat to the Kingdom as a whole, and certainly more than a localised insurrection. [9:  Bar-Kochva 1976: 33]  [10:  Mehl and Weissenburger 2006] 

While in the sources I have found no mention of the satrap of Babylonia there evidently was a satrapy of the region usually howhgbever, this was under the control of a close family member of the King who would also be awarded the title of Strategos of the Upper Satrapies, meaning a high command of all the satrapies from Babylonia east to the frontiers of the Kingdom, administered from the palace at Seleucia on the Tigris, an example of this is Prince Antiochus later Antiochus III of our period.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Dreyer 2011: 52] 
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