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Executive Summary 
Welsh police currently stand as four different police forces, all protecting different areas within the country. This report is to discover whether Wales should join those four forces to create one or remain as four. As well as to weigh up all possibilities, advantages and disadvantages it would bring to join the forces together.






















Introduction 

The aim is to find relevant data discussing whether Wales should join their forces or stay as the four current ones standing. The four forces are as stated; Gwent Police which covers areas such as Newport, Dyfed-Powys Police that covers more central and western areas of Wales such as Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire, South Wales Police that covers areas such as Swansea and Wales’ capital city Cardiff and finally North Wales Police that covers the top part of Wales. The report is going to discuss what affect the merging would have on Welsh citizens both for safety and financially. As well as finding whether it would be the best option for the force financially, if the government could also fund for the forces to come to one. As well as discussing financial issues of the matter along with what would need improvement if they were to come to one force. For example, increasing the number of Police Officers and resources within the force.











Main Findings
With this topic being a BBC News headline, “Call for single Welsh police force as ‘cost effective’” (BBC, 2013) Wales’ Police forces will not be joining together to create one force due to it “no longer being cost effective” says Lord Stevens report for the Labour Party. After doing some intense online research, findings show that this topic was very controversial and would be known as “almost impossible” to complete says the Local Chairman, Ian Roberts, for North Wales Police Authority (2006). He states that if any of the forces were to join together then it should be the North Wales Police Force with North West England’s Force. This is due to “most of their criminals coming from Cheshire and Merseyside”. The North has a connection with England due to it being in close proximity to the Welsh Force. Showing that if the government was to join the forces it could mean closing the horizons for those forces that work together due to the criminals easily leaving the Welsh boarders for England. After all this controversy over 13 years and no new discussions on whether or not it would be a possibility, it is clear for the time being Wales is keeping the four individual forces. Each force has their own expectations on how the crime is in that area. For example, South Wales Police would have a higher number of crimes reported as the countries capital Cardiff is included in their area, meaning a higher population as well as a higher number of criminals. 	Comment by jane davies thomas: Put (BBC, 2013)	Comment by jane davies thomas: This should have a reference
According to The Home Office (2019) “Workforce, England and Wales”. There has been an increase in police officers in both Wales and England. With more police officers the Welsh force would be less likely to struggle if the forces were to come as one. 	Comment by jane davies thomas: Think this should just be According to the Home Office (2019)?
House of Commons Welsh Affairs Committee (2005) States that if the forces were to join, the Prime Minster, at the time Tony Blair (1997 to 2007) would have had to equalise the Council Tax within Wales. With South Wales paying less than North Wales due to rural areas the Welsh constables felt this was “unfair” however the Prime Minster (Blair 2005) views were different with it being “right and appropriate” to equal the taxes within Wales. With the figures not making the join suitable for citizens the idea was called off down to insignificant funding’s. The Minister of Police Tony McNulty (2005) ruled out any merging within Welsh Forces due to findings however the Prime Minster was still making citizens believe it was possible for it to happen, knowing there wasn’t enough funding’s for it to happen. BBC NEWS call for single Welsh police force as ‘cost effective’ [2013]. The Home Secretary and Police Constabulary were to call off all proposals on the Welsh Force being one.	Comment by jane davies thomas: ???? do you mean welsh affairs committee?	Comment by jane davies thomas: Do we have a name and a date for the PM as you have quoted them.	Comment by jane davies thomas: Would only be one date were you are citing them from.	Comment by jane davies thomas: Evidence for this?
 
















Conclusion
In a way the four forces work together every day to keep Wales a safer country. If four forces work better separate why join them together? It is just like fixing something that’s not broken. With clear understanding of the topic I have gathered that with the funding not being adequate for the Welsh forces to join it would not be suitable for best interest of the public. This is because the Prime Minster was willing to put the financial difficulty on citizens by equalising the taxes, which again didn’t seem fair. Later making the merge to be called off in 2006. House of Commons Welsh Affairs Committee, Current restructuring of the police forces in Wales. [2005-06]. Another reason to add why the merge wasn’t proceeded was Wales has different crime rates in different areas it would only be right to keep the forces separate, letting them concentrate on their areas given.  There were no discussions untaken after 2006 of the Welsh Forces becoming one due to insufficient funds.	Comment by jane davies thomas: Great and totally agree	Comment by jane davies thomas: Evidence of this where did you get this information from?	Comment by jane davies thomas: Needs re wording. Are you stating that no discussions after 2006 was undertaken?












Recommendations
Based on findings it would be unfair to join the forces due to the way the funding would be made. The rise in council tax for different areas within Wales could put a strain on the poorer places in Wales, as well as the stress it would put onto the force if they were to become one. With looking into further detail about the financial side of the situation I have soon realised it wouldn’t be suitable for Wales. As stated from South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner Alun Michael (2012) it would be a “grievous mistake”	Comment by jane davies thomas: Date for this
If the forces were to join as one the government would need to expand on the resources given to all Welsh Police. Due to mobile phone connections being poor is the North of Wales, the force would need to strengthen IT systems to maintain a constant good connection throughout of Wales, causing unnecessary financial difficulty.  	Comment by jane davies thomas: You have some referencing issues in the essay. You discuss people/organisations but they are not in your list. E.g. Alun Michell PCC. You could also reference all the Welsh police forces as you have had the info from somewhere. 
The information you have looked at funding and the issues it can being. Good recommendations too. Work on the referencing. 
I will be in the university from tomorrow for the rest of the week if you 
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