Chapter 3 – Research methodology
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3.1 Introduction
The topic for this dissertation is to understand an accurate view on how Tasers are perceived as a Use of Force for police forces across the UK, both from the public perception and the perspective of police officers. These groups have been selected in order to get a range of views.

Within this dissertation there are three main objectives that will be considered throughout these objectives are: to find out public perception of Taser as a use of force, find out Police perception of Taser as a use of force, and to break down potential issues with Taser as a use of force. By undertaking this research these objectives should be provided some answers.

This research is going to be undertaken as a great amount of the available information surrounding Taser usage is focused on negatives and misuse of Tasers. Another reason for this research is that it will provide a view from those who use Tasers or are involved in incidences involving Taser use, this view is severely lacking in current research and is important to provide a varied and balanced view.
 
3.2 Research Strategy
In order to conduct the research for this dissertation a questionnaire will be utilised to gather as much information as possible, each questionnaire will have a variety of questions to be answered. There will be two groups to collect answers from members of the public and police officers. The questionnaires will contain several of the same questions however they will vary slightly due to the experiences of these two groups being different. The majority of the questions will focus on Taser incidences and respondents experience with these if they have any.

A questionnaire has been selected for this dissertation as it will allow the research to be conducted quickly and precisely. This research strategy is easy to disseminate to large groups in a short space of time, this allows for a large sample size to be used which provides a truer result at the end. The sampling method will be a mixture of police officers and members of the public, the members of the public will be sampled randomly by posting the questionnaire online and allowing people to answer it if they choose. This sampling method has been chosen so as to try to provide as least biased of a view as possible by the members of public. 

Other research methods were considered for this dissertation however, due to the timeliness of the dissertation a questionnaire was selected as it was considered the most efficient method given the timeframe in which to collect the data. As it is relatively simple to create, is easy to disseminate, and is likely to get a good number of responses due to the fact that responses are easy and can be anonymous.

3.3 Data Collection
Once the research has taken place the results will need to be reviewed and ultimately analysed. After collecting the data from the questionnaire each question will need to be analysed individually, some questions may be a simple yes or no answer whereas some will be more detailed, because there may be a range of answers some questions will be reviewed quantitively and others qualitatively. 

For questions that require a quantitative response these answers will be easier to review however, may take more time analysing as they will be placed into the form of a bar chart or graph. For example a question that asks if the respondents have witnessed an incident involving Taser previously will simply require a yes or no answer, this data can then be displayed in a bar chart showing the different groups of people that have or have not. This type of analysis is clear to look at but will require a detailed explanation of how this affects further findings.

On the opposite hand to this questions that may require the respondent to write an answer, such as a question on how the respondent felt up on seeing an incident involving Taser, would not be suitable for going into a bar chart or graph. Any data gathered from the questionnaire that is presented in this way will require in depth written analysis, referencing a number of answers and explaining what these answers suggest or can tell us about different perspectives.

As a whole all the findings will require some form of analysis and need to be broken down in order to refer the findings back to the dissertation objectives and see if the findings can be used to try and answer the objectives or help provide clarification to them.
3.4 Data Analysis

3.5 Limitations & Potential problems
As with any type of research there are likely to be issues that will arise throughout especially when not having control over the people who are responding to the research. With the research that is being conducted for this dissertation the most likely issue that may arise is too few people responding to the questionnaire, this would cause issues as it would mean there would be a lack in data to analyse. Without enough data to analyse it would prove more difficult to answer the objectives of the dissertation.

Another issue that may arise, which would not be able to be controlled, is the possibility that when the questionnaire gets answered the respondents do not answer honestly. This would cause issues as it could skew the results and then following analysis of the results the answers to the dissertation objectives would be affected. 

A final problem that may arise is that all the respondents from the group that are non-police may never have had an interaction with Taser related incidences, this would obviously cause some issues when it comes to analysis as the public perception would be incredibly minimal that the police officer perspective would have little to compare it to. This would result in at least one dissertation objective not being answered.
