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The National Society for the Provention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC, 2018) defines abuse as the action of a person, adult or child, that causes significant harm to a child. Child abuse can take many forms be it physical, emotional, sexual or neglect. A child suffering from abuse can often be subject to one or more types of abuse simultaneously. A child is defined as any individual who has not yet reached their eighteenth birthday (All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2008). 
AWCPP (2008) states that all individuals and organisations working with children have a duty to protect them from harm and that those professionals should communicate with each other to safeguard children and work in partnership together to improve their future outcomes. Due to the importance of this information sharing, there are no limitations within the Data Protection Act (1998) when it comes to safeguarding children. 
As an early years practitioner, it is important to be able to recognise and identify the signs of abuse. The children within my care are not always of an age where they can communicate verbally or even demonstrate an understanding of what is appropriate behaviour, this makes them vulnerable. Even those who are able to communicate may not always speak out because of fear or embarrassment. 
Typical signs of abuse and neglect are outlined in a number of government documents (AWCPP, 2008; Working Together to Safeguard Children, 2013) along with websites like the NSPCC (2018) and the NHS (2017). Early years providers have a duty under the Childcare Act 2006, section 40, to comply with welfare requirements. In order to do this effectively the setting must ensure all staff have the relevant safeguarding training so that they may recognise the different forms of child abuse. There should also be a designated child protection officer who is trained to take the lead with any child protection concerns (WTTSC, 2013).
From researching throughout this module, for the presentation in particular, I have developed my knowledge of other professional roles within safeguarding and how record keeping and information sharing is crucial to protect children from harm. What may seem like a minor incident or concern in a childs life, could in fact be quite significant when put together with other professional reports and concerns. 
The Children Act 1989 has been written to ensure that local authorities work together to promote and safeguard the welfare of children within their area. Once a referral has been made an initial child protection conference must take place within seven days to determine whether the child is a child in need under section 17 or if a child is in need of a child protection plan under section 47 (Great Britain, 1989). 
One thing that is clear when it comes to safeguarding children is that unfortunately mistakes are made and can lead to devastating outcomes. As a professional it is important to understand the relevant procedures for safeguarding and referrals, or at the very least, know where to access this information or who to go to for support. 
It is because of serious case reviews that legislation and guidelines are reviewed and updated, in the hope that these mistakes are not made in the future. For example, The Victoria Climbie Inquiry (2003), by Lord Lambing, discusses the mistakes made by a number of organisations including hospitals, police and social services, information sharing being one of the issues. Lord Lambing (2003) states within the report that effective support for children and families cannot be achieved through a single organisation but instead through a team of agencies working together- a multi-disciplinary task force. It is because of this inquiry that the Children Act 2004 came into force. 
Section 13 of the Children Act 2004 requires that every local authority needs to form a Local Safeguarding Childrens Board (LSCB) within their area and this should consist of a member of the district council, the chief officer of police, the National Probation Service and Community Rehabilitation Companies, NHS trusts, Cafcass and a governor of any prison in the area which detains children (WTTSC, 2013). 
The objective of the LSCB’s is to oversee the effectiveness of each member within the area for the purpose of safeguarding children and promoting their welfare (AWCPP, 2008). The board members achieve this by developing all relevant policies and procedures for the purpose of safeguarding including what action is to be taken when a concern arises, effective training of individuals who work with children, investigating allegations and cooperating with other children’s service authorities. The LSCB’s must also investigate any serious case reviews including in a childs death and advise their local authority of any faults so that they may learn from them in the future (Local Safeguarding Children’s Boards, 2006).  
The Waterhouse Report was a three year inquiry into child abuse in North Wales and resulted in the publication of the Lost in Care (2009) document. It is because of this document that Wales became the first country in Britain to appoint a Children’s Commissioner in 2001 to listen to children and young people and to take action on their behalf. 
Another subsequent changes to practice due to the Bishard Report (2004) would be the introduction of the enhanced Disclosure and Barring services to safeguard children from any persons working with children, directly and indirectly. 
The AWCPP (2008) and the WTTSC (2015) highlight the importance of early intervention and support. Early intervention can help prevent Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE’s) which are traumatic experiences children have that could consequently affect them well into adulthood. In theory, a child with a high ACE’s score is more likely to under achieve in education and work, be involved in a life of crime and develop anti-social behaviours (Adverse Childhood Experiences, 2017). 
Within our presentation we chose to demonstrate how agencies can work together to support children and families, not just protect them from immediate harm. Article 27 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child explains that all children have a right to a standard of living and that states parties should offer support programs and guidance to ensure this is implemented. 
My role within the group was to be the child’s health visitor. A health visitors role is to work closely with families and promote children’s well being along with offering advice and support. In Wales, we follow the Healthy Child Wales Program (Welsh Government, 2016) which has been implemented since October 2016. The program is aimed at children from pregnancy, birth and up to seven years of age offering a program of screening, immunisations and monitoring of a child’s development. These regular meetings and assessments can be used as a tool for professionals to asses a child’s needs and offer a sound record of any safeguarding concerns. 
Within the group other roles portrayed were the childs key worker and a social worker along with brief reports from the doctor and the police. In order for the group to play these roles we had to research what involvement they would normally have within a child protection case conference. A referral is usually made to social services or the police. Once a referral has been made an initial assessment needs to be completed by a social worker to determine if the child is in need or at risk of significant harm. The initial assessment will include a visit from the social worker to see the child and speak with them along with obtaining information from other agencies inline with chapter 28 of the Children’s Act 2004. This chapter places a duty of care to safeguard and promote the well-being of children from all organisations and professionals. 
Within our discussion we demonstrated how all professional roles mentioned had small pieces of evidence which in turn allowed the group to view a larger picture. We also demonstrated that in this particular case, the child was a child in need rather than at immediate risk, leading to professionals working with the family to offer support and monitor the situation. For example, the childs keyworker recommended the child attend a nurture intervention to help build on his confidence and social skills. The social worker offered advice and support about help available to the family like grants, food bank vouchers and involving Team Around the Family (TAF). As the health visitor I recommended the children attend a registered child care setting allowing the mother time to rest and/or engage in support programs. 
As a professional I have learnt that safeguarding and referrals do not always mean a child is in immediate danger, although this should not be taken lightly as a situation can escalate rapidly. It is just as important for professionals to work together, in partnership with the family, to offer support as it is for immediate protection. Offering early intervention to ensure a child has every opportunity to life, to feel safe and a right to a voice (UNCRC, 1990). 
The AWCPP (2008) is a working document provided on behalf of LSCB’s in Wales. This document has been reviewed, since its first issue in 2002, and has incorporated changes to include recommendations since the Victoria Climbie Inquiry (2003) and the Children Act 2004. These procedures highlight the standards for child protection and consist of the referral process including timeframes and professionals involved, information on abuse, LSCB’s and the importance of agencies working together. 
This document is for any individual working with children and their families, or with an adult who may pose a risk to children, in Wales. It is a public document and also stresses that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility within the community. Any member of the public should alert social services or the police with any child protection concerns. 
For me, I feel this document is one of the most central tools for safeguarding children in Wales. Having the relevant knowledge and training is important but also, as I have previously started, simply understanding where to find the correct information is key. The AWCPP (2008) provides a step by step guide of who to contact for support as well as who to contact with any concerns. The National Minimum Standards for regulated child care (2016) Standard 20, states that a child protection policy must be produced for every setting and within it demonstrate its awareness of LCSB’s and the AWCPP (2008). It is also a CIW requirement that each setting has the AWCPP (2008) available to all staff and service users and that all staff must be aware of their duty to report concerns to the LCSB, as we do in my setting.  
Although working within the early years sector for 15 years, I have always had concerns about safeguarding. Fear of not handling a situation correctly or fear of missing something, and even with regular up to date training, there is always a slight doubt. Having a general scenario to work with for this module was interesting, as we as a group were able to interpret the situation as we wished. We discussed a few options ranging from a child in need to a child in danger of significant harm. 
I found this useful, to be able to discuss with other professionals their views and analyses which allowed me to review any possible outcome. This in itself has developed my confidence with safeguarding as a professional working with children.
Throughout any safeguarding procedures it is important to remember a child centred approach. Children have the right to be listened to and their views respected, wherever possible, professionals should build on trusting relationships with the child and the family and always act in the best interests of that child (WTTSC, 2013). This is supported by the Children Act 1989 and the UNCRC (1990). 
The Equality Act 2010 also places a responsibility for authorities to eliminate discrimination and ensure that no child, regardless of their race, religion or gender, be treated less favourably than another. The MacPherson Report (2009) was carried out after the murder of Stephen Lawrence in an unprovoked racist attack. The Metropolitan Police Service were criticised for the way they handled the investigation with the report stating they were tainted with an institutionalised racism which led, initially, to his perpetrators walking free. Race also came into question with the Victoria Climbie investigation (2003), a concern by some that events may have been handled differently had she been a white child.   
With early years settings growing in diversity it is important to ensure that best practice is followed with regard to the Equality Act 2010. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The faults outlined in the above investigations were tragic and being made aware of them can only enhance my skills as a professional working to safeguard children within my setting. Understanding how and why mistakes have been made allows me to reflect on my own practice in the hope I do not make the same. 
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