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[bookmark: _Toc90382487]A Comparison of Online and Classroom Instruction
[bookmark: _Toc90382488]1.0:  Introduction.
Studying, being taught, or gaining knowledge and experience are all examples of learning. Individuals can improve their employability and earnings by learning new skills and becoming more socially aware, leading to an equal and just society. Since then, various learning methods have been created, including formal and informal learning. This type of learning does not adhere to any pre-determined structure. Watching movies and receiving mentorship are examples of informal learning. Formal education, on the other hand, is heavily regulated and structured. Teachers must adhere to a curriculum that emphasizes the students' material, learning objectives, and aspirations.
Teachers and administrators are constantly working to improve the educational experience for students. When I was a kid, school was where I learned the most. To learn in the traditional classroom, students must attend lectures given by a teacher. On the other hand, blended learning has been spurred by technological advancements. Technology-enhanced instruction combines the best of both worlds in a process known as blended learning. The covid-19 pandemic has underlined the need of adopting technology in education, as many schools were forced to close and kids were forced to learn at home. Consequently, blended learning could continue to expand in prominence and importance when the containment restrictions are loosened. Blended and traditional education is examined in the following reports.
[bookmark: _Toc90382489]2.0 Blended education
Blended learning has been around for a long time in the education field. Pitman Training was founded in the late 19th century, and blended learning can be traced back to that time. Sir Isaac Pitman developed Pitman Training to make it easier for mud people to learn shorthand. As a result, students might benefit from Pitman instruction even when they were not in the class. With Sir Isaac Pitman's method, we see the early attempts to move away from the conventional classroom style of education. Internet-enabled learning, which allows students to take webinars and examinations online and receive immediate feedback, has grown in popularity since the turn of the twentieth century (Saltan 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc90382490]2.1 Advantages
Many students can benefit from blended learning because it is efficient and appropriate for their particular demographic. As more and more people pursue college degrees, higher education is becoming more popular. Many currently employed people turn to advanced degrees to boost their chances of advancement, greater responsibility, and a raise in pay. Between 2009 and 2020, more than 2.5 million students attended higher education in the United States, the most significant number of students in that span. Students no longer have to spend as much time in a traditional classroom to benefit from blended learning Saltan (2017). As a result, educators can make their expertise available to students via web-based tools like learning management systems. An instructor's time is better-spent providing in-person feedback if they are freed from the demands of online physical lessons (Noguera et al. 2018, March).
It is easier to manage a course using blended learning. Communication, feedback form marking, and test submission are all aspects of course management. Students and teachers have more options for learning thanks to blended learning; Young adults, for example, are said to favor internet contact over face-to-face interaction. According to a recent survey, fifty-five percent of young individuals prefer face-to-face communication. Younger generations prefer online communication because of their early exposure to technology and social media. Blended learning, as a result, allows teachers to deliver feedback to students in the medium of their choice. Students will better understand their academic strengths and shortcomings because of this. In addition, the need for online feedback will grow as more youth move on to higher education (Saltan 2017).
Blended learning is a good option for college students who are not very fond of using new tech; additionally, online learning necessitates that students access information primarily with a computer connected to the internet. On the other hand, some learners appreciate face-to-face interactions with their teachers. It is also ineffective for those who are used to face-to-face training to make the switch. Blended learning enables schools to fulfil students of all ages and abilities. Traditional classrooms are still available for those students who prefer them, but they can also take online examinations and access educational content (Saltan 2017). 
[bookmark: _Toc90382491]2.2 Disadvantages
There may be a lot of upheaval throughout the move from traditional to blended learning. Even students and instructors accustomed to traditional learning methods may find adjusting difficult. A successful online learning platform that meets the needs of both teachers and students would also be necessary. In the beginning, it may be challenging to strike a good balance between online and classroom learning. In the near term, both the learner and the instructor may be dissatisfied because of this interruption (Noguera et al. 2018, March). 
Access to and expertise of technology is required for blended learning. For example, more than 90% of British citizens have an internet connection. Because of this, blended learning would make it impossible for a large portion of the population to access learning resources online. Students and instructors must have a working knowledge of technology to use it effectively. Due to limited access to learning resources, students unfamiliar with the new technology may not do well (Saltan 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc90382492]3.0: learning in a traditional classroom
For centuries, teachers have been responsible for imparting their students' knowledge and abilities. While classroom instruction is the primary mode of instruction, students also engage in various other activities as part of the learning process. Classroom learning activities include debates and group projects. Because the students and teachers are all in the same place, the classrooms have a high level of interaction. Since all students and professors are in the exact location, everyone is learning speed is relatively consistent. Punishment is another aspect of classroom instruction. Students who disobey classroom rules and regulations, such as arriving late, are penalized (Hargreaves et al. 2016).
[bookmark: _Toc90382493]3.1 The Benefits of Classroom learning
Students' focus recall improves because of classroom instruction. Higher education requires a great deal of time and effort on students. There is also a need to balance academics and education because some students work in college. Students can better concentrate on their studies when they have a dedicated space to be protected from distractions. Rules and norms in the classroom, such as putting phones on mute and keeping laptops out of the school, help students stay focused. Students will focus more on their studies because of these new guidelines. Class performance improves when students pay more attention (Carpenter et al. 2018).
The variety of activities in the classroom helps students learn more effectively. As previously mentioned, discussions and group projects are important components of classroom instruction. The homework given to students is an additional way to get them to engage with the classroom material even when they are not in class. Using various methods guarantees that students' interest is aroused and retains more of what they learn. In addition, group work can help pupils strengthen their motivation, critical thinking skills, communication, and decision-making abilities. On the other hand, classroom learning provides a holistic approach that extends beyond the academic arena.
Traditional classroom learning boosts the likelihood of finishing a course on schedule. Structured and comprehensive classroom learning is commonplace in the United States. In order to ensure that students have access to the classroom, classes are planned. Attending courses and spending time with fellow students helps one stay motivated to finish their program. As a result, teachers frequently record each kid in their classroom. Students who have attended a specified number of classes during the semester can only take exams. Encouragement for attendance is a result of this action. Enforcing attendance requirements become even more crucial because of the increased degree of liberation afforded students at the higher education level (Stansbie et al. 2016).
[bookmark: _Toc90382494]3.2: Traditional education has its drawbacks.
Traditional education costs a lot of money. The high learning expenses are a problem for everyone involved in traditional education. Educating institutions, for example, must construct sufficient classrooms to meet the rising demand for higher education. The constant need for infrastructure puts a strain on university budgets. Institutions of higher learning must also expand the number of lessons taught to ensure that students are receiving an adequate education. Increasing the number of faculty and support staff at a university is a significant financial commitment. Students, on the other hand, must pay for their education. To name a few examples, they must pay for their lodging, food, and textbooks. Food and housing costs may be reduced if students could study at home. Pupils cannot attend college due to the prohibitive cost of education (Akçayır and Akçayır 2018).
Due to limitations imposed by traditional teaching methods, fewer pupils cannot attend classes. Potential students are deterred from enrolling in higher-paying colleges because of the strong demand for face-to-face instruction. Working adults are motivated to pursue further education because they understand that obtaining a college degree boosts one's job and salary opportunities. In addition, the United Kingdom features one of the world's best universities. As a result, the United Kingdom's educational system is in high demand worldwide. According to official estimates, more than 100,000 Chinese students are expected to be studying in the United Kingdom in 2021/2022.  However, the number of overseas students could have been more significant if they could learn online instead of flying to the United Kingdom (Truong 2016).
[bookmark: _Toc90382495]4.0: Evaluation
Blended learning has been around for a long time and has significantly affected education. Because of the rapid advancement of technology in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, blended learning will only get better. When Mainframe computers were developed in the twentieth century, educational institutions such as the University of Illinois could work with Control Data on the development of Plato, integrating traditional classroom instruction with distance learning. TV programs were introduced at Stanford University in the 1970s and 1980s as television sets became more widespread in homes. Improved technological innovations like video conferencing tools, cloud storage and quicker internet connections will make blended learning even more accessible in the future (Vo et al. 2017).
On the other hand, traditional learning is excellent at delivering on-the-spot learning and feedback. Observing student body language is a perfect way for teachers in traditional education to gauge students' attention and comprehension of the material. Furthermore, in a typical classroom, students can grow on all levels. Students can enhance their socialization skills by interacting with colleagues from various backgrounds. On the other hand, blended learning diminishes the chances for students to interact socially. Blended learning necessitates both face-to-face and online engagement, but the shorter time spent with classmate’s limits the student's capacity to acquire social skills. On the other hand, blended learning makes education more accessible and inexpensive (Nortvig et al. 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc90382496]5.0: Recommendation
Academic institutions should adopt a blended learning model since it allows students to focus on their academic interests, so instructors need to have enough time to work with each learner. Because blended learning reduces the strain on teachers to provide in-person education, monitoring and evaluating students in the classroom, it accomplishes this goal. The instructor's workload is lightened, allowing them to devote more time to teaching. As a result, the UK has one of the highest internet penetration rates in the world. Blended learning is more effective since students can access online reading resources. Higher education institutions can increase student enrollment by allowing students to study outside of the classroom through blended learning (Abrosimova et al. 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc90382497]6.0: Conclusion
To summarize, compared to more traditional methods of education, blended learning yields superior financial results. Blended learning is a type of education that incorporates traditional and technological elements. Traditional education necessitates that the learner is present in a classroom. Technology has been a significant factor in the rise of blended learning. Making education accessible to a broad audience and improving course management are only some of the benefits of blended learning. However, a lack of internet connectivity and technological expertise makes it challenging to implement. Distractions are minimized, students are motivated to accomplish their studies, and their overall growth is emphasized. The downsides include its high cost and the fact that it restricts access to quality education. As a result, blended learning is the best strategy for a university.
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