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Briefing Paper

Introduction
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) includes all the rights that children have, this is to protect children from all possible
harm and to give them the best opportunities in living a fulfilled life with good experiences that enhance their lives (Unicef, no date).

After world war two children’s rights started coming into place because a lot of children were left without parents; thus, resulting in children being looked
after by someone else (BICE, 2014). Furthermore, BICE (2014) also discusses that as rights for children continued in importance, in 1989 the Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) was adopted by the United Nations. The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 ensures that all
children are entitled to all the rights in the UNCRC and are treated equally with the same opportunities as other children (Legislation, 2011).

Article 3
This right involves adults working together to ensure that the best interests of the child are considered, this involves asking the child what they want, and

their opinion is to be considered unless it causes further harm to the child (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2020).

Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory, shows that working together with agencies, parents and children ensures that children are given efficient
opportunities and support because everyone can communicate concerns, they have which can help with identifying issues sooner than what it would be
if only one person were identifying difficulties that the child has (Harkénen, 2001). The Foundation Phase understands the importance of Bronfenbrenner's
theory and emphasises the responsibility of practitioners to work in partnership with everyone within a child’s life, because they can express concerns

for the child and practitioners can help support the parent in providing their child with learning opportunities at home (Welsh Government, 2015).

The Children Act 1989, ensures that children’s wishes are considered when big decisions are made for them, this is to ensure that the child is more
comfortable with decisions that are made, an example is if a child were to go into a foster home, they may prefer to stay with their gran instead which

would be made a priority because the needs of the child is a considered a high priority (Legislation, 1989).

Article 12
This article ensures that children’s voice and opinions are to be considered, which links in with article 3 because when making decisions, the child’s best
interests and opinions should be considered high priority as it is their life that will be affected (Unicef, no date).

The Foundation Phase states that it is important to involve children in planning and ensure that activities that take place are interesting to ever child,
because it encourages them to participate thus enabling their development to be enhanced because they are becoming lost in the activity and allows for
more possibilities and outcomes to be involved (Welsh Government, 2015). The new framework Successful Futures which should become integrated
within settings in 2020, encourages children’s participation in planning more as it believes that children should be asked what they want to do, because
not only does it encourage participation therefore development, but it also allows for the child to feel like they are a part of the setting which can make
them more comfortable and allow for children to settle in easier (Donaldson, 2015).

The Children’s Act 2004 discusses that the Children Commissioner for Wales created the act because children should be encouraged to make their own
decisions in their life because they should be allowed to develop their own future, however it also discusses that through making their own decisions
practitioners should encourage this and support them in achieving their wishes (Legislation, 2004). This act extends on the Children’s Act 1989, because
the Children’s Act 1989 focused more on children’s opinions being considered on more bigger life changing decisions, rather than their education
(Legislation, 1989).

However, within article 12 is also states that safeguarding issues will be the only reason that their decisions will not be considered because safeguarding

children is a practitioner's responsibility and if they do not fulfill their duty then children's safety could be put at risk (NSPCC Learning, 2020).
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