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Memory is like a slippery fish. We can often see memories in the shallows, and sometimes grasp 
hold of them, but over time they may slip away. Using narrative illustration as a tool, I ‘hook’ 
these memories to document an autobiographical journey of youth. The memory of a first 
painting and a first visit to an art gallery act as catalysts in the underlying theme of the work. The 
psychology of nostalgia is explored to understand my own practice as an illustrator as well as 
how the past can influence creativity and storytelling. Is the crocodile real, a metaphor or 
imaginary friend? That is not important. The crocodile acts as a conduit to tell my story, to tell the 
story of childhood.































































The next images show the process of building the ‘Croc-Pram’
 in all its cardboard glory.
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