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This reflection will be based on Gibbs (1988) reflective model and will be separated into two sections. Firstly, reflecting on the process of curricula design and secondly, the peer review process. 

This task was for us to produce a curriculum for a new course that is not currently being delivered. My curriculum was on sexual health education for the queer population, creating a 4000-word curriculum with a scheme of work and links to professional standards (Welsh Government, 2023) where necessary. My curriculum was designed with many elements in mind, starting with the aims and objectives based off of Bloom’s taxonomy (1954) and throughout ensuring that safeguarding procedures are met. This also covered a scheme of work making sure the relevant teaching and assessment methods are met according to Honey and Mumford (1986) and Taylor (2003) respectively. 

Before I started the process of writing the curriculum, I knew it would be a long task, so I decided that I was going to take a while to plan. In a 1990 journal article Sandra Stotsky mentions that planning is a mental construct and aids in focus around the topic. Then Stotsky (1990) discusses how work is often peer reviewed and how this is positive but also has negatives. Since this assignment is going to peer reviewed it knew it would be smart to read around the topic of planning and peer review together, from an article that compares them and puts them equal to each other. 

The experience overall producing the curriculum was very effective in my learning and guiding my future experiences, as a CPD opportunity as part of my role as a lecturer may lead me to writing a curriculum in the future (CPD, 2022). The outcome of the project was very good, and my curriculum was exactly what I had planned, it made sure that queer education was on par with straight sex education, something that is a shared ideal (Henry, 2020; Saggu, 2022). My project had some flaws though, the word count restricted me on the number of sections that I could include and the scheme of work not having the high amount of detail that I wanted. This is not always a bad thing though as Gravells (2017) state that a scheme of work should be fluid and allow for a bit of movement to allow for sessions being moved or rearranged. This was allowed for in my scheme of work, but I know that there could have been more sections to it. 

I believe that the word count had a big impact on the final result. Only having 4000 words meant that I was unable to put in many sections, like safeguarding, inclusion, and teaching strategies. These I could have linked to further research around queer mental health, things that I had planned for (E.g., Yarns et al., 2016; Russell and Fish, 2016). This could have allowed me to explain things in more detail and define many terms that were used. Although word count is not always vital, according to Gray-Grant (2022) word count is critical to maintain a routine and plan accordingly. In a curriculum this is important as you don’t want to include sections that aren’t needed and you to plan and maintain a high level of concise detail throughout the curriculum.

Also, the ability to decide on a topic and produce the scheme of work quickly. The planning stage was effective at this time but needed prior thinking. It was quickly evident that due to personal reasons this was a time to explore queer sex education as it is an undereducated topic (Terrance Higgins Trust, n.d.). What was difficult and went well in my curriculum was narrowing or widening the topic. As my curriculum was designed to not be accredited or set at any level then the topic can be broad and not detailed (Government Digital Service, 2012). The scheme of work was detailed but was missing some vital components. Gravells (2017) states that the scheme of work should include the environment, discussing safeguarding at the start of every session and how soft skills will be incorporated into every lesson and basic ICT, literacy, and numeracy skills, as these are critical skills everybody should know (Learndirect, 2019).

When I had received my feedback back from my peers, I was excited to see what they thought of the sensitive topic and my curriculum. I was also nervous at the same time as peer reflection is not always objective and I was nervous that somebody would not like the way it was written and how honest it was, this is anxiety provoking but doesn’t change the fact that it needs to be said and needs to be written how it is written, giving confidence in the curriculum (Sander and Sanders, 2006; Wlodkowski, 2010).

This process was very positive though and gave me a higher level of understanding about what other students were doing and how it linked to my own work. It is effective looking at other topics as well and how even though the topics were very different the curriculums follow similar structure and layout. 

The feedback I received was expert and effectual and showed me where I could have easily produced a higher mark piece of work. The students who reviewed my work laid out their reviews clear, so it was easy to read and comprehend.

The ability to see others work as a peer reviewer is excellent and I feel as though it has massively shown me the high level of work that can be collectively made. The ability to see their work showed me things that I didn’t include which I could have but also things that I did include which were good or possibly not. This is exampled by my professional standards section. I had a detailed and concise professional standards section which I thought would have not been enough and more detail would have been required but, surprisingly, all 3 of my reviewers stated that the professional standards section was clear and one stating this section was “strong.”

This evaluation is also affected by the fact that we are all students in the same class and think of each other as friends. This may affect the feedback we receive as nobody wants to hurt anybody’s feelings. This can be a dangerous thing when it comes to peer review. In science peer review is a vital component to publication and is done by complete strangers (Kelly, Sadeghieh and Adeli, 2014). This also comes with positives and negatives, all similar to this process for curriculum design. The fact that there be may things missed by some people and picked up by others shows it is not perfect design. Also, everybody has a different idea of what perfection is.

The elements that I worked very hard on were received very well by the peer reviewers. All 3 of them mentioning the rationale and the niche present. With one of them even mentioning that queer sex education is a “compelling social issue,” and this curriculum fills the “knowledge gap.” This is a testament to planning stages and how focused the writing needs to be in a curriculum because this section could have been easily a lot larger and would have caused the other sections to be smaller and therefore less detailed. 

To conclude, this assignment and process showed me a huge number of skills and how to precisely write an effective curriculum. The ability to peer review other pieces of work has showed me overwhelmingly that quality is always better than quantity. This is something that is mentioned consistently in academic work and marking criteria, especially at post-graduate level writing (QAA, 2014).

For my next curriculum, I will:

· Investigate assessment strategies in more detail and plan them in more detail. This will allow me to have more effective assessments in the curriculum as two out three feedback forms received mentioned that the assessment on this curriculum was not fully clear.

· Define more research out there and what is out there to show the reader that there is a current need for it and make sure this research is up to date and relevant as in my curriculum I used data that was older and does not show that there is a current need.

· Clean up my lesson plan and practise the session at least a week before the session. This will allow me to practise the session and test the PowerPoints and all the activities. This will allow me to investigate how timings work and how the session flows. As this is a curriculum it is a long plan but only 12 weeks long, so it is vital to think about a long-term plan over a short time frame (Haynes, 2010). 

· Review all course documents and create more information booklets for the start. This will all be prepared and printed before it starts and prepare the booklets in different colours and in the Welsh language to suit individuals learning needs. I know that for this curriculum there was only a course booklet in English available and contained small writing and lots of colours, this needs to be different to be inclusive of others.
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Appendix

Curricula reviewed – 6

This curriculum was about social work education and a refresher course for practising educators, which is a course at level 6/7. This was about creating the curriculum for such a course.

Feedback given:

Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 6

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
Rationale is clear and effective at saying what the course is and why the course is needed.

The fact that you have already gauged how popular this would be is amazing and really interesting. Taken it one step further than others.

Think this rationale is excellent and could not have been made any better.




The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
Like how you have got a reference straight away in the aims and objectives that underlie why you have given the aims and objectives.

Love there are only 3 aims but they are quite broad. E.g., know how to educate. This is quite broad, maybe could have broken it up by splitting it into 3 objectives. E.g., define what pass, merit distinction are in different settings, then another one could be recognise the different types of learning taking place in the workplace. 

Word count makes this difficult but could be something to look into.

Can see each session has it’s own learning outcomes but think this would have made sense to put in the aims and objectives component as well.






The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
Timetable looks really good and each session is interactive and should be fun. Can see spiral learning taking place and it builds upon the last sessions.

You have got 2 days online and 3 days in person, I would query the relevance here as if they are in person for 3 days then why would they be online for 2. Is it optional to be online?





Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
Definitely, the benchmarking and professional standards are thought about the whole way through. Not only when it comes to education but also to the actual role and what benchmarking standards are present here.

Could not have been any better I believe.









Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The scheme of works shows detail and thought has gone into each session e.g., session 9 having a refresher first and then moving into more detailed work but still being interactive and fun.

It flowed very well and was able to see the detail and thought that has gone into this curriculum.








Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Well done. This curriculum is exceptional and shows a high level of understanding and knowledge. You have excellently shown that the course you are developing is going to make an impact on social work and the future of the role and education surrounding it.












Curricula reviewed – 12

This curriculum was about helping children learn road safety but teaching the adults the skills to be effective teachers of the programme and how this will support the learning of the children. This course is called Kerbcraft and is a lovely example of what learning in the community can look like.

Feedback given:

Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 12

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	
Very good and very detailed. The first two paragraphs provide the background information before going into the purpose of the course and therefore the rationale. 

The rationale is for children and it is clear to see. This is evident that the course is suitable for individuals who are younger.

The way you talk about adults being educators is amazing, they are detailed and shows that you want their involvement.

Love the adaptability of the curriculum and taking about this in the rationale but this doesn’t tell us why it is needed only tells us how it should be structured.

Lovely finishing paragraph that really defines what is going to happen and why it is critical.




The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
Detailed and accurate writing for the curriculum. You have only given one aim when I feel like there are more, you have almost been putting these into the hidden curriculum. E.g., teaching adults how to teach but also giving them the skills on how to stay safe as well. 

Lovely end moving onto the future and what the children will be able to do it by themselves.

When they get a certificate it is really good to see and how they take this away with them. Might be good to say how they could use this going forward and what this can lead to? Possibly becoming a Kerbcraft coordinator themselves.




The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
School hours is good but they are parents so think about how this may work out in practice. 

You say the teaching can be done online but this course seems very practical to me and how would online teaching impact the actual learning and what can be done due to this. You then talk about practical skills being used for each skill and one hour but what if it is only online. 

Very good about giving the students their own way of assessing children and what the value of this is.

Very good last paragraph on how the student volunteers being assessed and how they can measure their own ability.




Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
All the way through the curriculum mentions standards that need to be followed and it is amazing to see that it is such a well-established part of the education sector. 

There is no professional standards section and I think that this is an opportunity missed, you have an opportunity to include many of the relevant professional standards. This is an opportunity that I think need time needs to be counted as it is relevant and important.




Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
You mention lesson 2 is a practical training at the roadside but then above talk about online lectures. This happens a lot and I think that this needs to be looked at for looking at if it is online or in person. 

You do not put aims and objectives for each of the sessions and lessons but talk about skills which is really good. 

The lessons are very good, and they follow a spiral structure which is clear that learning grows and the resources at the end is interesting as they are vital and things that we may not think about.

The final lesson is good but are you assessing the adult volunteers or the children themselves. Are the adults going to assess the children and you are going to assess them? This needs to be made a bit more clear but is there and present. 





Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Overall, this is a very good curriculum and has a good structure and scheme of work. You have shown an excellent rationale and the assessment structure is very good using reference. 

You have done very well. Well done!







Curricula reviewed – 9

This curriculum is about an ADHD parent workshop for parents / guardians of children who may have ADHD and want to learn more about the condition and how to deal with the symptoms it produces. It is a perfect curriculum for parents who feel as though there is nothing out there for them and are struggling.

Feedback given:

Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 9

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 
You talk about the rationale and then the purpose, at first glance without reading them they feel like the same thing. 

It is really good that you mention having a discussion, but you do not mention who this discussion was with. I think this would be best to say straight at the start of the rationale. 

I love the fact that you have got the positives of the course that was trialled as a pilot in Carmarthen. The last point showed very well that the practitioners should have experience with these conditions.

The purpose of the course is not given fully in the first paragraph which I think would have been nice to see and this would have been good to see straight away. It is there within the whole section and this is amazing, well done.

This workshop has a clear need according to this rationale. 




The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	
The aims directly at the start are not SMART targets and they are not measurable. How do you improve parenting skills and measure this?

This is not saying they are bad at all, think these aims and 100% linked to the course and the rationale as well. The second aim about improving knowledge is excellent but again how are you going to measure this.

The last paragraph of this section is amazing and I can see growth and linking it back to themselves as students and their families. 

The nurse session is good but this could have its own aims and objectives that are set out by a nurse or somebody who is in a medical field, discuss with them what they are going to teach to the students. 




The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	
The structure is good and can see growth and love that you have left the nurse session almost blank as the nurse can fill this is. It is very good to see.

The sessional overview is good but does not give any specific aims and objectives so do not know what each session will be measuring, if anything.

The delivery of it is very good and the timings suit the individuals and especially the fact that this times can allows the children to be involved if needed.

The how it will be delivered is good and the reason for having two practitioners is good. 





Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	
There is a section for the professional standards. 

This is really good but you do not state 100% how they meet the professional standards and what they are. 

Almost seems like a list of ones being met and don’t know what is actually being met, it is almost a chance that has been missed to give more detail. I feel this would have been done straight away if the word count allowed it. 

Benchmarking standards are complete throughout and the ability of it to cover the whole system is amazing. You have talked a lot about what has already been done and this is really good to see and shows that your curriculum is building on the system that is currently in.





Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
Really the scheme of work wasn’t present but almost present as well as it was there talking about how, when and where it is delivered. 

It is really good to see as it is clear to follow and clear to run.

Maybe in a table might have been better but only as a structural issue not an information issue.





Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	
Overall, this is a very good curriculum which is detailed and accurate. Well done!













































Feedback received:

Form 1

[image: ]
[image: ]




Form 2
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Form 3
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Where appropriate, there was considera+on given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking 
statements in the design of the curriculum. 



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed. 



1. The curriculum proposal has a strong structure  with topics linking in well together and covering 
a wide verity of informa+on.  



2.  The 12 week +meframe provides essen+al informa+on, the 12 weeks may be to long for the 
topics as this could be covered in 6 weeks as students may start to lose interest or 
concentra+on.  



1. The professional standard that are aimed to be used within this Curriculum design are strong 
and make sense for the curriculum as this is an inclusive course and has been approached in a 
sensi+ve way  as this is part of what the welsh government want.  



2. There is a good understanding that with these type of topics that there could be a professional 
sign crossed with personal experiences.  



One important professional standard  would fit well with this curriculum design is “Understand the 
importance of the Welsh culture and language as a bilingual na+on”. As this course is set in Wales 
it would be important to that their welsh heritage is part of their educa+on and about being a 
queer person in Wales let alone anywhere else.  
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Anything else that you would like to comment on? 



1. There is a good mixture of interac+ve Ac+vi+es such as kahoot, discussions,  and roleplay. This is 
a good way to encourage students engagement and par+cipa+on, fostering open dialogue and 
promotes understanding.  



2.  The twelve week +meframe for the curriculum proposal allows for a very in depth explora+on 
of the needed topics. It is good to see a comprehensive approach that provides student with 
ample +me to learn and reflect on these topics.  



3.  There is a good use of forma+ve assessments and good use of summa+ve assessments. This is a 
good mixture and not too overpowering for the students. There is a good amount of thought that 
has gone into having the quizzes online for students who are afraid to speak.  



4. The course informa+on booklet is well laid out with clear font and a good mix of images that 
support the informa+on.  The feedback for this booklet would be to looking intoning black text 
instead of blue to make sure people with dyslexia can see this clearer as some colours and 
backgrounds are harder to read and  if the text is black this covers this no ma^er what.  



5. The  session powerpoint on contracep+on is well prepared and matches the lesson plan well. 
There is a good use of images  to keep the students more engaged as students learn well with 
imagery.   It is so important to  provide informa+on on both female and male contracep+on as this 
is not included in most sex educa+on.  It is good there is a clear page set out on all of the 
powerpoint.  
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 1. Consider including resources or guest speakers/ Lecturers who can provide real life experiences 
and insights into homosexuality as well as all parts of the LGBTQ+ community. This can enhance 
the learning experience and provide diverse perspec+ves.  



2.  With each weeks session it would be good to include the safe guarding materials instead of just 
one week at the beginning. This would provide the students who’s brains may be to busy to 
remember the fist weeks session or materials. This then provides the students with reassurance 
each week  and reminds them they have extra support if needed.  



3. There are  some useful and important recommended reading in the curriculum proposal.  I 
would make sure there is not to much recommended reading as this could over stress the 
students. Even though it is a 12 week course students may feel that 6 essen+al pieces  as college 
courses do not require this amount of reading majority of the +mes.  
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Peer Review Feedback 
 



Curriculum number: 7 
 



A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target 



audience. 



  
Absolutely. It’s a compelling social issue and you did well to outline the knowledge gap that this 
curriculum can fill. 
 
 
 
 
 



 



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group 



 
Both your aims and objectives seem to be learning outcomes, which is a little confusing. But, they 
are good and appropriate for the topic.  
 
 
 
 



 



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort. 



 
I’m a little confused by the assessment strategies in week 2 –Week 1 says assessments start next 
week, but week 2 says there will be no formative assessment, and then outlines what looks like a 
formative assessment. Also, week 7 says it’s the first of the formative assessments, but so far 
there’ve been quite a few. Have you mixed up ‘formative’ and ‘summative’ assessments, maybe? 
 
On the subject of assessments, I’m not sure about the presentations. As this is not a course that 
will give a qualification, but instead is an optional community course for people wanting info, my 
worry would be that something as ‘formal’ as this would put participants off. Mileage can and will 
vary, though. 
 
However, this is a well-built curriculum that I think builds well between topics, and the learning 
activities planned seem both informative and engaging – perfect for this type of course and 
audience.  
 
 
 
 



 











Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking 



statements in the design of the curriculum. 



 
There is, and those chosen are solid. I think it would have been helpful if the standards under 
discussion had been named, just to make it a bit clearer.  
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed. 



 
I love the course information booklet! Perfect design. 
 
Something I think you’ve done well is alternate your learning activities to maintain engagement. 
Human concentration lapses every 10-18 minutes (it’s why TED talks are that long), so it’s a good 
rule of thumb to alternative from lecture (or ‘chalk and talk’) to discussion/Q&A/etc in blocks like 
that. I’m pretty sure that’s about the timing you’ve used, though it’s hard to tell exactly just from 
reading the paper outlines and slides! 
 
 
 



 



 



Anything else that you would like to comment on? 



 
This may be specific to me, because I have ADHD – but I find the text slides a little difficult to 
follow. They’re a bit too similar-looking, quite wordy, not many pictures (there are exceptions, 
and those I find easier). For my personal brain, they make my attention wander. I think changing 
the format of each would help? Powerpoint offers suggested slide layouts in the side bar, which 
makes it relatively simple to change the layout with minimal effort. That would help me a lot. 
HOWEVER, mileage can and does vary between students and what’s good for one is bad for 
another, so take that as you will. 
 
But on the whole I think this is a very good design with no major or serious issues that I can see, 
and a lot to recommend it. Good work! 
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Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking 
statements in the design of the curriculum. 
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Peer Review Feedback 
 



Curriculum number:  
 



A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target 
audience. 



  
A logical reasoning has been provided for a societal benefit. The target audience is a bit vague, 
although stipulates 16-20 also states open to everyone. Some of the content would have to 
suitable for all which may be difficult with the videos/examples if some have not yet been sexually 
active. Discussions in class would have to be monitored as the experiences between the different 
age groups could differ widely. The proposed curriculum has proposed this but instructions on 
how this is carried out could be clearer for others to implement the same caution when delivering 
the content to the target audience. 



 



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group 



The aims and objectives are clear however could be more condensed and specific. There is a lot to 
take out of each 2 hour session especially when there are discussions, quizzes and breaks 
included.  
 
 



 



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort. 



Overall the structure is well presented. When it comes to weeks 4-6, although someone can see 
that topics would go over several weeks it does not show what is covered each week. This makes 
it difficult for students and lecturers to have clarity. This could inhibit consistency of delivery of 
the content. It is mentioned that the assessment can be poster with voice over or presentation. It 
could be clearer here as to the importance of completing this if it is not marked. When do they 
decide how to complete their assessment is it at week 4 then present at week 6?.  
If it is a formative assessment which is not marked how do you monitor high level of 
understanding- this could be clarified. If a student does not complete this do they proceed to 
week 7 etc.  
 
It is stated that ‘the assessment strategies for this course are all informal and focuses on 
formative assessments throughout in the forms of quizzes, discussions, and games’ however there 
is a presentation and what are referred to as summative assessments. There needs to consistency 
and clarity throughout in regard to the type of assessment used and its purpose. This will enable a 
different educator to replicate the module easily for consistency.  
 



 



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking 
statements in the design of the curriculum. 



Professional standards and descriptors were clearly made. 
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Comments on the scheme of work that was designed. 



 
Week 4-6 combined, assessment states this week- is that the last week? – difficult for lecturer or 
prospective learner to understand what to expect each week, could have been split for clarity.  
 
Lesson 1 breakdown 105 mins – not 2 hours, this could cause confusion when planning.  
 
Essential reading- although useful it is not tied in with the content and chapters/pages are not 
specified. This could be more specific for the reading to be achievable for the learner especially if 
it is essential. The lesson plans provided do not stipulate any essential reading for week one and 2, 
so when is this required? Could be clearer for other educators and learners.  
 



 



 



Anything else that you would like to comment on? 



 
Overall there course content is there to serve a clear purpose and provide students freedom of 
discussion of some sensitive topics. Consideration as noted should be considered for the different 
age ranges and although protecting mental health is covered in the professional standards noted 
clear instructions on the limitations with the role of the educator should be clear to ensure no 
advice is provided where it shouldn’t be. Safeguarding is noted via the points in the description 
however not covered in the example slides nor timing breakdown, this could result in some 
forgetting to remind students of this at the beginning of each session.  
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Peer Review Feedback 



Curriculum number: 7 



A clear jus+fica+on has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target 
audience. 



The aims and objec+ves for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group 



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort. 



 1. There is a strong need for more queer sex educa+on as  there isn’t a lot of talk about it and in 
the jus+fica+on for this curriculum has really shown that this is the case. This is a well needed 
course that should have been  though about and added into sex educa+on earlier.  



2. The age group which this curriculum proposal  is targeted towards is a good age to aim at as this 
is when students are star+ng to learn about themselves and their sexuality but I would also aim in 
the future to see if this can also open up to maturer students as this sort of educa+on is needed for 
everybody who is part of the LGBTQ+ community. There is a point where it is said that the course is 
also open to people who are interested in the topics but It would be good for it to be emphasised 
to queer people who are older and have not had the opportunity to learn about  the important 
subjects offered.  



3. This is a very strong ra+onal and provides a good amount of sta+s+cs to support the curriculum.  



1. The Aim to ‘iden+fy how to stay safe while being sexually ac+ve as a queer person’ is well shown 
throughout the curriculum proposal by supplying specific informa+on on safe sex prac+ces and 
different types of protec+on  along with the emphasis on the importance of consent.  



2. The objec+ve to ‘ define different medica+ons used to treat and prevent STDs and HIV’ is an 
essen+al part of queer culture. The inclusion in the curriculum proposal  has provided a good 
clear clear understanding that the informa+on used will be accurate and up-to-date.  



3.











