
Policing By Consent



[bookmark: _Int_8wch0YYc][bookmark: _Int_nHBk0xZ6][bookmark: _Int_zga1qkXo]What is policing by consent. Policing by consent is the power in which the public give to the police for them to carry out their roles and uphold the law as stated by Gov.uk which published a section on the definition of policing by consent which included a part Charles Reith’s book which talked about policing by consent. This allows the public and the police to coheres working side by side promoting community peace, however over the years there has been instance where policing by consent has been removed due to the loss in trust between the police forces and public because of actions taken by the police towards specific members of the public leading to riots and decreased trust in the police damaging their relationships. Examples of this would be incidents such as the Brixton riots which happened due to racism and the sus law abused by police officers to target harass and search black citizens. The sus law was created in the 1824 vagrancy act to allow officers to arrest anyone who they suspected was loitering with intent to commit a crime which later on led to issues between the police and the public with officers in the met using it to target people of black ethnicity leading to the Brixton riots. An article from 2021 released by the BBC for the 40th anniversary of the Brixton riots stated that the Brixton riots started due to the racist actions from the police to the African British public in the area injuring over 300 people and causing over 7.5 million GBP worth of damage. The riots were later investigated by the Lord Scarman. The Brixton riots are closely related to the 2011 where a man called Mark Duggan was shot and killed by the police in Tottenham which led to an up raw causing several riots across the Uk due to his death where citizens carried out a protest for justice of his death which turned violent where protesters decided to throw bottle carrying flammable contents at two patrol cars causing them to catch fire and burn, later escalating to riots across the country where officers were met with all different projectiles aimed at them by members of the public protesting how met police handle the shooting of Mark Duggan causing a 6 day riot in many cities across the country. These two different cases carry remarkably similar characteristics which outlines what happens when consent to police from the public is lost and what happens when trust is damaged or lost. What has led to the occurrence of both incidents is mistreatment of the public by police over an extended period of time especially to people of BAME (Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic) ethnicity which is what caused the riots. Brixton saw the harassment of people due to operation swamp which was where over 100 police officer infiltrated the BAME communities harassing and searching the residents of those communities and making many arrests, damaging the trust and building hostile tension between the police and the citizens they are meant to protect, which is what caused the riots, the public were fed up with the police and decided to start rioting in protest of change removing their ability to police. Riots are normally results of protests turning violent this is down to the upset with the public towards the government or police, the public rioting removes the consent for police to carry out their job roles. Policing by consent is where the public abide by the police and allow them to make arrests and work efficiently riots stop this process taking up a lot of police time and causing many issues for them by raising the crime level through arson criminal damage assault and battery, dealing with aggressive rioters, and dealing with their long term, affects. These attributes are lined out in both the Mark Duggan case and the Brixton riots the public denied the police consent to do their jobs damaging infostructure and harming police officers due to the officers' poor decisions and the horrible way they handled their situations. However, the incident for the Mark Duggan case was declared that he was lawfully killed, and his death was not racially motivated unlike the Brixton riots which were racially motivated, however the death and mistreatment of people with different colour skin to white was perceived as the same, officers mistreating minorities. Another incident where the police lost their ability to police by consent is the Wayne Couzens case, where a police officer abused his power to kidnap rape and kill a woman called Sarah Everard which led to criticism over Metropolitan police in London and their reputation being damage due to the actions of one of their officers, leaving women in London in fear that they may be approached by a plain cloths officer and have what was done by Wayne Couzens to Sarah done to them damaging the trust between people and police and increasing the amount of hate sent towards Met police. A statistic from the End Violence Against Women shows that across the nation over 47% of women and 40% of men saw a decline in the trust of the police across all police forces. This statistic shows that almost half of men and the women in the UK don't trust the police meaning their ability to police by consent would be affected, potentially mean people are less likely to report crimes or come forward as witnesses for specific cases, it also means that the public are less likely to help or work with the police in fear of being mistreated or becoming victims of APSP (abuse of powers for a sexual purpose) also showing that 1 in 10 women are less likely to report sexual abuse crimes due to the Sarah Everard case as APSP is the largest form of corruption in the UK police as stated by the IOPC (Independant Office for Police Conduct). The result of this Issue and the fact that sexual abuse within the police is their biggest corruption has a really hard impact on the public and the police with the public scared of becoming a victim and a statistic of this issue and not want to report any crimes or issues related to the topic out of fear and the police not being able to combat it or resolve the problem due to the reluctancy of the public to report crimes as well as the publics lack of trust and hatred toward the police meaning that the police are unable to carry out their duties and help prevent or solve crimes meaning that a lot of the public may be harmed and not be able to receive the justice they are looking for or the justice they deserve after falling victim, showing the effects of when the public deny the police the ability to police by consent, which is causing them more harm than good as they are preventing the police from presenting them opportunity to receive help and combat the crime making them safer and protecting the communities but due to damage trust from over the years of poor policing the police do not have the ability to help the public as much as they could. This incident also led to a protest where the protesters demanded radical change to the Met police as stated by the BBC, this incident cause traffic jams as protesters blocked the roads, set of bright blue flares and smokes as well as activated over 1,000 rape alarms, essentially wasting police resources and time, however if the protesters were missing the permissions required to block the roads they could be held accountable for sections 12 and 14 of the public order act and serve up to 51 weeks in prison as its illegal to obstruct traffic without probable cause. All three events covered have shown that through mistakes on the part of the police have led to a mass of increased lost trust of the police within the public affecting the ability to police by consent whether it is through racist motives such as Brixton or the motive of targeting young women and abusing the power of the uniform and badge. These incidents have had large long term affects preventing police from policing and preventing crime due to the actions of other and wasting time resources and money on dealing with the aftermath of negative actions of another officer having heavy impacts on officers and citizens causing injuries and in the past loss of life, a main common theme and sign of when the public decide the remove the ability to police by consent is protests and riots where they take a stand and demand change and justice for those who wronged them trying to force them to alter the way they police through action of either violence or through their voices trying to push a message through to the police that no matter what they think their standards need raising and as previously discussed ways the public have done this is by reframing from contacting the police for whatever reason unless they have felt that they have had no choice but to do so. The effects of the police losing their ability to police with consent means that a lot of people suffer because they do not trust the police to protect them or provide them with the help, they need because of the actions of a few corrupt officers which diminishes the credibility of the forces they work for and the officers who work alongside them. However, this analysis of the three events covered show that the consent to police is mainly removed when protests or riots take place as it is shown that the public come together to target the police and try and hold them accountable for their actions through consequence of harm and violence or by wasting their time and resources on protests the police are sent to monitor to protect and prevent harm caused to them or to others and any buildings and properties. Punishing them and the rest of the communities around them by either harming properties during riots or removing the attention of the police from areas that need support meaning that if the police lose the ability to police by consent then it could prove to be extremely harmful for society as a whole as it could prove to have knock on affects as well as affect the police as a whole. 
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