Introduction: 
Several different explanations and strategies for crime prevention have been developed over the years. The scientific study of criminals and criminal activity is defined as criminology. In the field of criminology, classical criminology and evidence-based policing are two major viewpoints. With  focus on crime's underlying causes and just punishment, the field of classical criminology was developed during the 18th-century Enlightenment. In contrast, evidence-based policing is a more modern approach that focuses more on the use of scientific research and data analysis to develop law enforcement strategies.
In this essay, we will try to find out the connections between traditional criminology and modern, evidence-based policing strategies using drug crime as an example. In the first part, the fundamental principles and assumptions of classical criminology are discussed in great detail. The assignment will then switch gears to talk about evidence-based policing
The assignment will also compare the two theories, as well as consider how they can be combined to create more comprehensive approaches to reducing crime. The assignment will wrap up with a discussion of how the study of classical criminology and evidence-based policing have contributed to our current understanding of criminal behaviour and to the development of more effective strategies for policing in the modern era. 

What is Classical criminology and it’s different theories: 

For understand criminal and their behaviour, Classical criminology has given many useful theories and concepts. Traditionally, criminologists have looked at human reason and the social contract between citizens and the state as central themes in their study of criminal behaviour. Modern criminological theories expand upon these foundational principles by incorporating novel ideas and concepts. Some of the classical criminology ideas that reveal on criminal behaviour are as follows:
 In criminology, rational choice theory as an explanatory framework for criminal. According to this theory, people make sensible choices by weighing the potential benefits and drawbacks of various courses of action. According to rational choice theory, people will commit crimes when they believe the benefits will exceed the costs, such as the possibility of being detected and punished.
Crime, according to routine activity theory, can be linked to the three following factors: the availability of a criminal, a victim population, and a weak authority role. (Cohen & Felson, 1979). According to this theory, criminal activity occurs when these three factors come together at the same time and place. Illegal drug user can be encouraged to more crime in a poorly lit area because it is an attractive and comfortable area and the lack of a guard makes the crime easier to commit.
Classical criminologists put forth the concept of deterrence, which has since been expanded upon by contemporary criminological theorists. (Becker, 1968). Individuals are less likely to engage in illegal behaviour if they believe the risks exceed the benefits, as proposed by the deterrence theory. If someone knows the penalty for drug possession is severe, for instance, they may think twice before performing the offense. According to traditional theories of criminal justice, the threat of legal repercussions for drug theft may deter would-be perpetrators. As a result, police strategies based on data from classical criminology would place a focus on swift and public punishment of drug offenders. One strategy for preventing and reducing this kind of crime is the deployment of regular patrols to high-crime areas.
The social compact, a central tenet of classical rehabilitation, has its roots in conventional criminological theory. In this perspective, it is society's duty to help criminals become productive members of society again after they have served their sentences. (Beccaria, 1764). Reducing the likelihood of recurrence and protecting ex-offenders from being stigmatized for life are two primary goals of traditional recovery. A prisoner's chances of finding gainful employment after serving time can be improved through various educational and professional training programs available to them behind bars.
The contemporary branch of criminology known as "social learning theory" places an emphasis on the roles of socialization and feedback in shaping criminal behaviour. (Akers & Sellers, 2013). According to this theory, people learn about illegal behaviour from their social interactions with others and are either urged or deterred to engage in such behaviour based on the outcomes. A person's propensity to experiment with drugs may increase if they are raised in an environment where drug abuse is common.
There is a broad consensus that modern criminological theories and methods remain largely tied to the ideas developed in classical criminology. Effective explanations of criminal behaviour can be obtained from the present theories of rational choice, regular activity, deterrence, traditional rehabilitation, and social learning. These foundational ideas of criminology help us make sense of the world by clarifying such concepts as the deterrent effect of discipline, the weight of social standards and expectations, the importance of prevention, and the value of rehabilitation in decreasing recidivism.







Comparison between Classical criminology and evidence based policing based on drug crime: 
Drug control efforts in the United Kingdom have made use of both traditional criminological methods and evidence-based enforcement. Evidence-based policing and traditional criminology take various tracks in their attempts to comprehend and combat the drug trade. Criminals, according to the classical criminology theory stance, are not irrational people, and thus, punishment is necessary to prevent criminal behaviour. However, evidence-based policing is predicated on the idea that facts and studies can be used to shape and enhance police practises.

According to the beliefs of classical criminology, drug offences are the outcome of free willed decisions by drug users to participate in illegal behaviour in exchange for financial gain. According to this theory, offenders will be deterred from engaging in criminal behaviour if the potential costs (such as imprisonment or fines) exceed the benefits (such as committing a drug crime). However, studies have shown that punishment's deterrent effect is often limited, especially in cases where people's motivation is driven by addiction or other factors that override logical decision making (Nagin & Pogarsky, 2001).

Conversely, "evidence-based policing" stresses the significance of utilising data and study to shape and enhance police practises. This method acknowledges that drug crime is multifaceted and calls for a similarly comprehensive reaction, with consideration given to contextual factors, offender traits, and the efficacy of various enforcement strategies. Combining law enforcement with community-based prevention and treatment programmes has been shown to be successful in lowering drug-related crime and increasing public safety (Drug Policy Alliance, 2016).


Strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence based policing on drug related crime as an example:

Classical criminology and evidence policing are two different method and approach when it comes to deals with crimes and criminal. Both approach has its own advantages and disadvantages over to other method. In the following section using drug crime as an example I will try to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of both approach when dealing with crime and criminals:




Classical Criminology: 

Strengths:
Prevention and punishment are fundamental aspects of classical criminology because of their effectiveness in decreasing criminal activity. It is assumed in this method that people are rational actors who will avoid illegal activity if the risks outweigh the benefits (Beccaria, 1764). Consequently, according to classical criminology, the severity of punishment and the certainty of being caught are robust solutions in deterring drug-related criminal activity. Several reports have shown that stricter policing measures, such as increased arrests and stiffer sentences, can reduce drug crimes (Cornish and Clarke, 2003; McCord and Ratcliffe, 2018).
Weaknesses: 
Classical criminology have many lacking when it comes to  dealing with drug related crime. To begin, this method assume that everyone is a logical individual who can thinks about the result or outcome of their actions. This assumption is controversial due to the fact that drug addiction and mental illness can greatly impair an individual's decision-making ability and their way of thinking, driving them to commit criminal acts despite the negative outcomes they may cause about (Cunningham and Engelstatter, 2011). Moreover, lot of other factors such social & economical factors, such as hunger , lack of awareness and poor healthcare accessibility, may lead to drug addiction and drug-related crimes are often overlooked by classical criminology (Hunt et al., 2014).

Evidence based policing:

Strength:
Evidence policing try to tackle and deal with  drug related crime based on data analysis and scientific research. This particular method to reduce drug related crime has been proven working to reduce drug-releated crime such as targeted initiatives, like community policing or hot spot monitoring, have been shown to be successful in decreasing drug-related crime under this strategy (Weisburd et al., 2010). Rather than focusing on punishment, evidence-based enforcement looks to avoid drug-related crime by addressing its underlying causes, such as poverty, societal inequality, and a lack of access to healthcare and education (Sherman & Weisburd, 2015).

Weakness:
Though Evidence based policing have lot of benefit but this particular approach has so many limitations and challenges. First of all it rely heavily on data, and strategies are built upon on analysing & researching those data, this approach is very time consuming and cost lot of money which may limit its application in many jurisdictions(Eck & Spelman, 1987). Implementation of Evidence-based enforcement is difficult to put into action because it needs the support and cooperation of many different groups. Different goals and interests could lead to opposition from these parties when implementing evidence-based policing tactics (Sherman & Weisburd, 2015).

Conclusion: 
There are advantages and disadvantages for both classical criminology and evidence-based enforcement in the United Kingdom. Traditional criminology places more weight on discipline and prevention than it does on investigating the root causes of criminal behavior. Empirical study is the foundation of evidence-based enforcement, but this approach may be expensive and inaccessible in some settings. It's possible that utilizing both tactics together would yield the best results in fighting on crime.
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