INTRODUCTION

The way in which the research is going to be gathered is through testing my research hypothesis, through asking open and closed questions of my participants that have been recruited for conducting my primary research. In addition to the interviews a number of questionnaires will be sent to a sample of the general public through social media who will all be over the age of 18. 
Fischer (2004) states that a research methodology is the study which raises all types of philosophical questions for the researchers to know and check the availability of their knowledge.
RESEARCH DESIGN 
Saunders et al (2007) states that, the research design will be the general plan of how to answer the research questions and it should contain:
· Clear objectives derived from the research questions
· It should specify sources from which data is collected
· Consider the constraints that the researcher will have access to and data, location, time and money
· Discuss ethical issues
The research design that will be used when conducting my dissertation shall be descriptive. This type of research design is used as a plan that is specifically created to answer the research question and to control the variance.  Descriptive research has been identified as systematically and accurately portraying the facts and characteristics of a given population or area of interest (Hale, 2018). This makes it suited my research.

The materials that are going to be used for this part of the research are going to include items such as; an interview. In addition, my three professional participants are going to participate in an interview where an ethics form will be handed out virtually, due to the current climate with Covid- 19. The interviews may have to be conducted via a Teams meeting, Skype or Zoom where a digital copy of the form shall be sent out. Other ways in which the research is going to be carried out and data collected, is via questionnaires where there shall be 10 questions and it will be restricted to over 18’s. An example of what the questions are going to ask will include;
1. Have you ever been tempted to try an illegal substance?
2. Do you think the UK will benefit from drugs becoming legalised and will help this decrease the crime rates? 
The questions being asked for the interview will be slightly different and be more specific to their job role relating to the legalisation of drugs. The questions that will be asked will be along the lines of;
1. Do you think legalising drugs would be beneficial to the health care service (NHS)?
2. If drugs were to become legalised do you think there would be a decrease in the crime rates?
PHILOSOPHIES
We learn from Saunders et al, (2007) that research philosophy depends on the way you think about the development of knowledge. Researchers believe that there are three layers of approach to a research philosophy; epistemology, ontology and axiology (ethics and value). Mixed methods is defined as the class of research where the researcher mixes or combines quantitative and qualitative research, techniques, methods, approaches, concepts or languages into a single study (Johnson et al, 2004).
There are strengths of using mixed methods, such as; it can be used to increase the generalising of the results. It can provide strong evidence for the conclusion through the findings. Using mixed methods can also widen a broader and more range of complex questions that can be used in a single method or approach. However, there are also weaknesses of using mixed methods as it can be difficult for the researcher to carry out qualitative and quantitative research and it can be time consuming (Kaur, 2020). 
The philosophy of positivism follows the view that only factual knowledge is gained through observation. The researcher from the studies is limited to data collection and interpretation from an objective viewpoint. The researcher’s study of positivism is an independent form of study and there are no requirements for participant’s interest within the study (Wilson, 2010). For this research study, positivism has been used in order to analyse statistics from Office Of National Statistics for Drug related deaths in England and Wales. 

On the hand, the philosophy of realism relies on the idea of independence of reality from the human brain and the philosophy is based on the assumption of a scientific approach to the development of knowledge. This philosophy can be divided up into two sectors;
Direct realism: this is known for being the “what you see is what you get” method or it  is also known as ‘naïve realism’, where it portrays the world through the views and vision of each individual (Saunders et al, 2012).
Critical realism; more so, it is argued, states that humans do experience the sensation and images of the real world. However, according to critical realism, sensations and images of the real world can be deceptive and can sometimes portray the real world and not the way it is received (Novikov et al, 2013).

Interpretivism which can also be known as interpretivist involves researchers to interpret certain elements of their study. It is also associated with philosophical position of idealism, which is also used to group together diverse approaches and also includes sectors such as social constructivism (Myers, 2008). There are many disadvantages of interpretivism one of them being with this philosophy relates to the subjective nature  this approach has lots of potential for bias on behalf of the researcher.  Interpretivism prefers humanistic qualitative methods. 

APPROACHES 
The Deductive approach is the method concerned with developing a hypothesis where there is already an existing theory, which then leads onto designing a research strategy to test out that hypothesis (Wilson, 2010).  When choosing a deductive approach it is often associated with a scientific investigation. It can be found that the researcher will study what other people have done, read existing theories of whatever phenomenon they have been studying and will then test out the hypotheses that has emerged from those theories. 
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There are advantages when it comes to choosing a deductive approach; it gives the possibility to explain casual relationships between concepts and variables, it is able to measure concepts quantitatively and to generalise research findings to a certain extent.  

STRATAGIES 
The strategies that will be used when undertaking the research will include surveys – which are defined as questionnaires that will be participated in by participants online. This is classed as a useful tool for the research that is being undertaken in my study (Fox,2009).

There are going to be 3 male participants all from different working background sectors. Participant one – is a Male Inspector from Gwent Police. Participant two – is a paediatric nurse who specialises in rehabilitation, and participant three is a Police officer from South Wales police who is on TST (Tactical Support Team).   These three participants are key for this research as they will have many years of knowledge of working with and dealing with drug abusers, users and dealers. This should lead to them giving their open and honest opinion on whether drugs should be legalised. This will be necessary to confirm or disconfirm my hypothesis theory (see above).


PROCEDURES
The research methods that have been chosen are therefore quantitative and qualitative. The reason why both of these have been chosen is down to provide a mixed methods approach which will be used for this project and the term refers to collecting and analysing both qualitative and quantitative methods (Shorten, 2017).
Mixed methods is an emergent methodology of research that advances the systematic integration or the term, mixing, which is used to describe the mixing of quantitative data and qualitative data within a single investigation or sustained programme of inquiry (Shorten, 2017). 


Quantitative research will be used for the online surveys (questionnaires) 

Quantitative research is the numerical representation and manipulation of observations with the purpose of describing and explaining the phenomena that those observations reflect. Back in the 1980’s quantitative research would be described as social research that employs the ways in which quantitative research explains the phenomena. This is where my literature review comes in, where all the research that has already been developed will be looked into in more depth. 

Qualitative research will be used for the interview element of the research. 
One of the main aims for qualitative research is to be able to understand the social reality of individuals as close as possible to the way in which the participant feels or lives it. Following a qualitative approach is exploratory and seeks to explain the “how and why” of a particular phenomenon, behaviour and how it functions in a particular social context (Denzin et al, 1968).



SECONDARY RESEARCH
Secondary research was used as a main body of this project when writing this dissertation, as it involves using data that already exists. The existing data is summarised and collected to increase the overall effectiveness of the research (Church,2002). The person who is doing the research uses the data that has already been collected to analyse and examine the work, in order to help answer the researcher’s question.  Secondary data can be sources from books, personal sources, journals, newspapers, websites, and government records. The secondary data that is collected can be analysed and can be carried out quantitatively or qualitatively but all depends on the sort of data that the researcher is collecting. 

For this research project the secondary data that will be collected contains both quantitative and qualitative data, as it contains numerical data and also includes in-depth information on the study as well (Formplus blog, 2020).
DATA COLLECTION 
Data collection, is known for being the primary part of the researcher’s project and is more than not, described as being an independent study of the project to which can include; conducting surveys, interviews, questionnaires, focus groups and test marketing. 

For this particular research project, the sections of primary data that will be used are; online surveys. This method was chosen as it is accessible for everyone and will give a variety of data to be analysed. Another method that is being used for this project is interviewing, which is another great way of varying the data collected as this part will include having various members from different police forces and of different ranks and roles, providing information. 

When the data is collected it then becomes of a sensitive nature so there will be plans put in place in order to keep the data safe and confidential. The data is going to be stored on my personal laptop where all data is encrypted and only myself has access to it and also onto a USB stick for a backup, and once the data is no longer needed it shall be destroyed in the correct manner in line with UWTSD rules and conditions.   

TIME HORIZON 

Cross sectional study is where there is an observation of the study design. In the cross section of the study it is where the researcher will measure the outcome and then at the same time also study the exposures of the participants at the same time (Dermatol, 2016). Another reason why a cross-sectional study is going to be used in this project is that it is going to be looking at data from a population of people at one specific point in time. The people that are going to be taking part in this specific study (Cherry, 2019).

In this research a longitudinal study is not going to be used as this methodology often requires more resources and these types of studies often involve taking multiple measures over a longer period of time and involves more observations; studies can take weeks, months or even years depending on the project and even in some cases can last over several decades (Cherry, 2020). Longitudinal studies are used to determine relationships between variables that are not related to various background variables. This study involves observations of the same group of people or individuals over a prolonged period of time. At the start of the study, data will be collected and then may be repeated throughout the study, this allows the researcher to observe how the same variables may change over a time period and will give them various results (Cherry, 2020).

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
The limitations of the study that could be faced when doing the primary research are things such as; when it comes to interviewing my three professional participants and more so the policing participants, they could (potentially) give biased views on drugs becoming legalised. Other limitations that could be faced when doing the interviews are that due to the high level of security involved, the police have to sign the Data Protection Act 2018 and or the Official Secrets Act 1989. Therefore, they might not be able to provide the information that could be asked in full and only give small amounts of information. 

Other factors that could affect the primary research is the online surveys due to it being put on social media; various participants might not take it seriously or skip out questions this could affect the end result of my study and lead to not having sufficient data collected. 
COVID 19 LIMITATIONS 
As many people are aware in March 2020 the UK went into a total lockdown. This meant that for many students like myself there has been limited access to resources or many resources not being available. This is due to the university library being shut due to Covid 19 (or access significantly restricted) in line with the government’s guidelines and advice from the Welsh First minister.

Certain factors in the primary research involved doing face to face interviews which were forbidden by University of Wales Trinity Saint David and by the dissertation supervisors who emphasised that researchers should not undertake this type of  research due to the Covid 19 restrictions and also following the governments guidelines. Furthermore, if you did wish do interviews as part of the primary research it was advised that it should be done through Microsoft Teams or Zoom calls. 

Another limitation has been the whole of our dissertation work has been taught online through MS Teams talks or through module parts on Moodle. where when a new section of the project was required it would be uploaded onto the system. This means that all dissertations supervision had had to be online instead of face to face, which had to be organised through emails and sometimes it took time to respond. 
ETHICS
Before any of the participants take part in the online questionnaire or being interviewed, they will be required to fill out a consent form (see appendix) outlining that they are happy to participate in the research project. Prior to each participant taking part, it will outline that all the information will be submitted anonymously and will only be held until the data is no longer needed. Other items that will be outlined on the form will include; that they do not have to answer all the questions and they can pull out at any time should they feel that the questions are too sensitive and can trigger emotions. There will also be helplines given at the end of the questionnaire for people should they feel that they need any help or support. They will also have an option that if they wish to have a full and final copy of the dissertation that they will be able to request a copy from the end of March 2021. 
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