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In this essay using theft as the chosen crime activity, it will be described and discussed how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. The meaning of classical criminology will be explained followed by when it developed and why there was a need for development. The meaning of evidence-based policing will also be looked at, followed by the challenges of EBP. Explanation of how rational choice theory – Clarke and Cornish (1985) and routine activities theory – Cohen and Felson (1979) are associated with classical criminology will be discussed. Models of evidence based policing SARA and POP will be analysed and it will be looked in to how they are involved with classical criminology. Evaluation of strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence-based policing will also be examined. 

Since classical criminology began with the idea of free will, it made the assumption that criminal behaviour was the outcome of the person's hedonistic impulses and rational decision. The early positivist school of criminology, in contrast put a lot more emphasis on the personality traits of individuals to explain criminal behaviour (Newburn, 2017). The eighteenth century witnessed the establishment of the classical school of criminology as a reaction to the prevalent, brutal means of punishment at the time. It is believed that authors like Montesquieu and Voltaire helped to promote the creation of this new "classical" way of thinking by partaking campaigns for more progressive views on crime and the punishments meted out by the legal systems that were prevalent at the time. Due to the need for predictability within the system, as well as the requirement for workers to be disciplined regularly and the safeguarding of assets and technology in particular, the development of society also craved for new forms of legal regulation (LawTeacher, 2021). Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham were the main authors whose work transformed how we think about crime and punishment. The theory of the rational, free-willed actor and the necessity of effective deterrence founded on utilitarian principles were the primary subjects. Beccaria and Bentham were influenced by the social contract hypotheses, which postulate that citizens agreed to give up some of their freedom in exchange for the defence of their interests. Thus, the law was utilized as a tool for maintaining social order by limiting the hedonistic inclinations of a population predisposed to crime through strategic self-interest. The intention was to establish an open, consistent and democratic justice system in which the severity of the punishment would be equitable to the defence, fast and clear to all (West, 2017). One of the initial proponents of evidence-based policing was Officer Professor Lawrence Sherman. Evidence-based policing makes use of studies to direct practice and assess officers. The most successful approach is formed using the best available evidence. The College of Policing has created these principles and implemented a "what works" strategy that includes evidence-based policing as the cornerstone of practice. Practitioners are advised to create, examine and use the most effective evidence at their disposal to inform and challenge regulations, procedures, and decisions within this strategy. The goal of evidence-based policing is to use statistics to assist in making decisions. It is about bridging the gap and applying the knowledge gained into practice, instead of just gathering information and creating theories or policies that describe how things should function. By utilizing evidence to direct and promote your behaviours and practices, evidence-based policing ensures that your choices and conduct are supported by facts rather than merely your assumptions (Spooner et al., 2022). Although proactive, place-based, and tailored/focused methods can be very effective in reducing, preventing, and controlling crime, these methods are newly developed and different from the classic policing. Traditional policing is still centred around patrolling the local streets, emergency response to 911 and responding to crime by case-by-case foundation. However, traditional, reactive policing can lead to officers who are dissatisfied with their jobs, worn out, demotivated, and pessimistic.
Furthermore, police officers could struggle to be able to successfully reduce, prevent from occurring, or find crime in the area that they are working in, if they limit themselves to classical policing methods (Center for Evidence-Based Crime Policy, 2023). In accordance with Clarke and Cornish (1985) the rational choice theory centres on the choices made by offenders. From a theoretical standpoint the offense is intended and the way they carry out the offence is also chosen by them and not just random, and it is done for the offender's benefit in some manner. The offender's desire to maximize reward while minimizing danger influences this decision. People can commit theft if they get an opportunity to do so, but it also depends on factors like time of the day, and the place where theft will be carried out (Harfield, 2013).


 For example, pick pocketing, it would be easier to carry out such a task in the middle of the day in a busy place because it will be less noticeable and easier to disappear in the crowd after committing the theft, but you also must be careful because thieves don’t always operate on their own, sometimes they work in pairs or groups so while one person is distracting the target it makes it easier for the other person to steal (Metropolitan Police, 2023). A thief would probably prefer to steal a car in the night rather than in the middle of the day because, in the night it is less likely for the owner to be awake and catch the criminal in action. Thieves could be attracted to any valuables left in the car, even littlest things that you wouldn’t have thought would be any valuable use to someone else. By removing any desirable objects from their eyeline and if possible, parking in a more busy area and under the streetlamps, would potentially lower the temptation of the thief (Neighbourhood Watch, 2020).  According to Cohen and Felson's (1979) routine activity theory, crime happens when three factors come together which are considered, a motivated offender, a suitable target, and the absence of a competent guardian. This theory takes into account the victim's and the offender's regular actions. The offender may be walking through the same estate regularly to look for homes that could be an easy target for them to access as the owners could be in work at certain times of the day which would make the home an easy access for burglary or attending places where there would be a lot of people to be able to steal something from them/pick pocket (Fennelly, 2019). 

SARA is a method of evidence-based policing which is a method of problem solving. SARA method has four stages that are used to solve the problem. The four stages involve, scanning, analysing, responding and assessing. The process of scanning involves, identifying and assigning priority to possible issues with disorder and criminal activity, analysing provides identification of fundamental causes through information and intelligence gathering while analysing possible issues, responding stands for, establishing and carrying out of specific activities to tackle what's causing the issue found during the analysis process and finally assessing means, evaluation of the impact of the response, testing whether it had the intended effect and potential response to carry out modification if it is required (College of Policing, 2022). 

Many different aspects of Sara incorporate in classical criminology. As classical criminology believes that crimes are committed rationally, which means that finding out where the crimes occur the most and being able to understand why they are committed, which will then take us to responding to crimes in appropriate manner to be able to tackle them (Brandon, 2015). 

Problem oriented policing (POP) is another method of evidence-based policing, it evaluates and solves issues that are raising the risk of criminal activity in the areas that happen to be witnessing relatively excessive rates of crime. POP can be problematic because organizations must identify and address issues that that may be linked to a variety of complications that contribute to crime. However, there are quite some well-established routes and typical approaches for accomplishing this (Rand corporation, 2023). 
One of the principles of the classical school of criminology includes punishment, which is also one of the things that problem oriented policing tackles. Using POP, it is going to be possible to evaluate the crime that has occurred and to come to a solution by applying the most accurate punishment (Hinkle et al., 2021). 

The main benefit of using evidence-based policing is that police officers are able to make decisions in accordance with tried-and-true methods of investigation. In addition, they can create improvements centred around police officers personal expertise to expand on existing evidence and advance procedures. Disadvantage of evidence-based policing is the fact that policies and procedures for evidence-based policing will only be as effective as the study itself can be a significant drawback. A lot of police officers might not be knowledgeable enough about study techniques to apply these tactics effectively (Alfredo, 2020). 

The main weakness of the classical criminology is that it contemplates all criminal offenders to be rational and make decisions on their own, whereas not everyone is rational, nor is every individuals behaviour free. When a person is suffering from mental illness or has a physical defect, their behaviour and thoughts can completely change. The advantage of classical criminology is that it has shown to be effective in lowering crime rates, offering a deterrent and a means of effectively containing people who revolt against the system (LawTeacher, 2022). 
In conclusion classical criminology has given us a winder understanding of why there was need for a change in the system which was to make sure the punishment for the crime is fair and understandable for all. It also uses modern theories which is ideal, because the crimes change drastically so do the people that commit the, so it is beneficial to have an up-to-date system that is followed by every police officer. It has also expanded our understanding in why criminals think the way they do when committing the crimes and it has also provided us with the information on how to tackle the crimes correctly and respond to them in the appropriate way using the methods like SARA and POP. Looking at the evidence-based policing it has shown a big advantage because of the fact that evidence that has been collected from the past is analysed to be able to make better choices and improvements in the future decisions. But at the same time evidence-based policing is a lot more different from the way classic policing used to be as the methods that used to be implemented have changed, but by having modern EBP it gives officers a chance in learning new practices and being able to detect new crimes and prevent them from happening. Overall, it is a huge advantage having classical criminology and EBP because without them it wouldn’t be possible to use the correct methods when making a decision on the correct punishment for the criminals. 
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