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[bookmark: _Int_qiGRP0CT]As the police representative, my job is all about keeping Theo safe, assessing risks, and sharing information to prevent any harm. (Working together to safeguard children 2018)
[bookmark: _Int_EOwtVIS7][bookmark: _Int_sbLZxa2o][bookmark: _Int_yQnFJRUD]From the police's viewpoint, Theo’s voice and experiences were not always given the priority they deserved. The police focused on isolated incidents instead of grasping how ongoing harm affected Theo’s overall wellbeing (Brandon et al. 2014). Often, family explanations were taken at face value, which might have downplayed the actual risk involved. This method is not centred around the child and goes against the Children Act 1989, which emphasises that the child’s welfare should be the top priority, along with Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (Children Act, UNCRC 1989)
[bookmark: _Int_sm6FMmnG][bookmark: _Int_9dUwHQ0r]For effective safeguarding, strong partnerships are essential. In Theo’s situation, the communication between the police and other agencies like social care, health, and education was limited. Information was not always shared or linked up, leading to agencies working in isolation (HM Government,2018). This contradicts the guidance in Working Together to Safeguard Children, which highlights the need for prompt information sharing. 
[bookmark: _Int_d1qHTQjW][bookmark: _Int_D1NhUhFC][bookmark: _Int_R8j4f972]Importantly, police responses were more about individual incidents rather than focusing on the overall risk. Concerns were handled one at a time, and the cumulative harm was not acknowledged (Daniel et al. 2011). There was a noticeable lack of professional curiosity and not enough escalation, like earlier strategy discussions or looking into a Section 47 enquiry (Sidebotham et al. 2016)
[bookmark: _Int_70gvfEmf]In summary, while there were safeguarding policies in place, they were not applied consistently. The police's role in multi-agency work should include sharing intelligence early, questioning decisions when risks are still present, and advocating for the child (College of policing, 2021) 
[bookmark: _Int_bK6OTOuu]To enhance practice, we need to have earlier multi-agency strategy meetings, better information sharing protocols, and improved police training on neglect, emotional abuse, and cumulative harm. (HM Government,2018, Brandon et al.2014). Safeguarding must stay focused on the child to ensure that kids like Theo are protected as soon as possible.

Conclusion:
[bookmark: _Int_VQFUYCVv]The role of the police in Theo's situation involved evaluating risk, issuing information, and ensuring his safety. Nevertheless, Theo's perspective was not consistently prioritised, and police actions tended to concentrate on isolated incidents instead of acknowledging the ongoing pattern of harm. Family narratives were often accepted without sufficient professional inquiry, which diminished the perceived risk level. This method was at odds with the Children Act 1989 and Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, both of which emphasise the importance of placing the child's welfare at the forefront of decision-making.
[bookmark: _Int_5LtmWdj1][bookmark: _Int_li3sCTd3]Collaboration among multiple agencies was inadequate, characterised by ineffective information exchange between the police and other services such as social care, health, and education. Consequently, the risks were not comprehensively understood, and chances for early intervention were overlooked, contravening the guidance outlined in Working Together to Safeguard Children. In summary, while safeguarding policies were in place, their application was inconsistent, underscoring the necessity for earlier strategy meetings, enhanced information sharing, and improved police training to ensure better protection for children like Theo.
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