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Disabling the able. The continuing need for a disability hermeneutic in an ableist Church. 



	Aims and Objectives: 

Nodau ac Amcanion
· Examine the formation of disability theology
· Examine the necessity of a disability hermeneutic for all members of the Church community

· Consider what still needs to be done to leave behind the ableist theology and mindsets present today?



	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Within the Church community today there is still a greater sense of the ‘able’ than the ‘disabled’. There is still a greater sense of needing to ‘fix’ that which is perceived as ‘broken’ in people with a disability.  There is still a sense of ‘lack’ in the lives of people with lesser abilities or functionality.  As one reads the biblical text we are inundated with passages that promote prayers for healing and seeking to correct physically and mentally, that which nature or God has caused to be ‘incorrect’.  Within biblical interpretation there also remains the tendency to critique the characters through their physiognomy rather than their actions. These is, now, no doubt for many scholars, that the interpretation of ‘lack’ in these person’s shows an ableist bias and this is now being swiftly redressed.  
Many modern societies, as well as the Church, still see disabilities and impairments as needs that must require alteration, rather than looking at the rich lives of the person and making wider deductions.  E.g. not all deaf people want or require a cochlear implant; ergo, not all disabled people require healing.  Yet we still see a predominance of healing services and a rendering of the biblical text to show a main foci of the legacy of Jesus’ ministry as one of healing. Positive for many though these actions are, for some it highlights the marginalised and separates them once again from full participation in the Body of Christ. 
Disability theology and the formation of a disability hermeneutic has done a great deal in addressing an ableist reading of the bible and challenges much in foundational Christian biblical interpretation.  Herein I aim to: 1) examine the work that has been done in formulating this disability hermeneutic, 2) examine the importance of this work for the all members of the body of Christ and 3) look at the possible avenues that still need to be taken to truly have an equal acceptance of all people within the ecclesia. 
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