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Ways of Reading CSEN4011
‘Representation and Subjectivity’:  Essay titles.
Essays
Write an essay of around 2,500 words on one of the topics below; please present your work clearly and remember to include a BIBLIOGRAPHY of any secondary works (books, articles) that you have consulted as part of your preparation for the essay. The deadline date for this assignment is Monday, November 12th, 2012; you will need to submit your work via the submission link on the Moodle site for the module, according to the directions given to students for this purpose. 
This essay mark will count for 50% of your overall grade for the 20-credit module. The other 50% of your overall grade will come from the essay you write for the ‘Narrative’ part of the module.
Write one essay on a topic chosen from the following list, and support your observations with examples from texts studied for this part of the module (ie. not texts featuring on the ‘Narrative’ part of the module, or texts which feature on any other module): please note that if you use any texts not studied on this part of the course as the basis for your essay you will not receive a grade for your work.  Along with the two extended ‘core texts’, Sula and The Scarlet Letter, you may analyse or refer to any of the texts, or extracts from texts, set out in the main Lecture Handbook and Course Reader booklets, including those discussed in classes and lectures, as part of your essay, but don’t base the whole of your essay on abbreviated material or your mark will be penalised. Remember to connect your general or theoretical observations to detailed commentary on literary texts as far as possible, and refer to more than one text where relevant (except, of course, where the essay title specifically asks you to focus on one substantial text).
Remember to follow the School guidelines on MHRA-style presentation of references, etc. within the essay; these are detailed in the Reference Guide for the School of Cultural Studies, which is on the Moodle Faculty of Humanities site under ‘Referencing Guides’, and also form part of the School’s HUSK4001 Study Skills module. You will need to become familiar with these referencing conventions as you go on writing essays for your work in the Department, so the sooner you get to grips with them the better. Any quotations within your essay should be properly referenced, with a footnote or endnote (ie. a numbered reference at the bottom of the relevant page of your essay, or a set of numbered, sequential references at the end of the essay, whichever you prefer) in which you set out the name of the author of the source, the title of the book or article or literary text, place of publication, name of the publisher, year date of the publication, and specific  page number/s to which you are referring. (In the case of a quotation from a poetry text, just give the title of the work, and relevant line numbers for the verses). If the extract in question is taken from one of the course handouts, just say so in your footnote or endnote. If in doubt about what to do, feel free to ask me or your academic adviser for basic advice.

                                                                                                                       [see over for titles]

Essay Titles:
1. In what ways might the phrase ‘ways of seeing,’ with its emphasis on visual perception, come
    to bear upon a reading of THREE texts which you have read for this part of the module? You
    should make specific reference to theoretical perspectives explored in the module within your
    discussion.
2. Explore the visual perceptual dimension as a site of conflict or potential conflict in TWO OR
    MORE of the texts you have read for the module.
3. Discuss the range of feminist issues and perspectives which may be illustrated and examined

    through close reference to AT LEAST THREE of the works which you have studied on this

    part of the module.

4. ‘Feminist critics are […] preoccupied with language. They take language seriously. They
    describe ways in which verbal minutiae are used by patriarchy to create and maintain

    cultural values.’

    How useful and relevant do you find this statement as applied to a feminist reading of some
    of the texts which you have read for the first half of the module? Illustrate your observations
    by detailed reference to the texts which you select for discussion.

5. In what diverse ways might the perception of gender difference be particularly relevant to the
    interpretation of literature? Make close reference to TWO OR MORE texts from the module
    in your discussion.

6. In the light of theoretical issues and perspectives explored on the course, discuss some of 
    the ways in which interpretations of the ‘self’ may be pursued within TWO OR MORE texts

    studied in the first part of the module.

7.  In what ways might a Lacanian perspective on the nature of subjectivity and language offer
     distinctive and suggestive ways of reading some of the texts which you have encountered on

     the module? You should make detailed reference to AT LEAST TWO works in your essay.

8.  ‘Sula is an assessment of isolation and connection, and of how these states inflect identity.’
     Debate and illustrate this view of ‘identity’ in the novel. 
9. ‘…as in a new dispensation beyond white male norms, this mother-centred, three-

      generational world follows no laws but its own. Yet it does follow its own.’ What internal

     ‘laws’ or patterns do you see represented in Toni Morrison’s Sula which might be seen as

      antithetical to, or ‘beyond’, ‘white male norms’?
10. To what extent, and in what respects, do you consider the definition of ‘manhood’ to be an
      issue of dispute and/or debate in Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter? Make detailed reference
      to the full scope of the novel in your discussion.
11. Discuss how far Hawthorne gives the reader scope to consider the concept of ‘self’ as
      separable/distinct from that of ‘community’ in The Scarlet Letter.
