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Anthropology students everywhere have no doubt found the task of their first fieldwork proposition or research project a daunting one. As a second-year undergraduate student, I myself must propose a research project, conduct research and conclude my findings. On first appearances, the publication I have chosen for commentary could seem dense, complicated and over-populated with scholars and authors, and therefore off-putting to students in the discipline of anthropological fieldwork. However, Robben and Sluka’s intention for the book is not to teach us how to gather data and follow the ethical guidelines, or what your research proposal should look like; on the contrary, the design is meant to engage the reader in the experiences of their predecessors; their failures and triumphs, the evolution of ethics and codes of practice and the variety of writing styles and approaches to the work.
This somewhat astounding volume, boasting over 500 pages of collated materials from over the last century, has begun to set my mind at rest. As you read through the contents list, you can see that each section of the book is subdivided into chapters, introduced in turn by the editors, Robben and Sluka. The headings are well-chosen, with the content of each chapter well selected to attract the reader and a range of topics that would interest anyone in the field of anthropology, flowing from one theme to the next with ease.
‘To our mentor and teacher, Gerald D. Berreman, who taught us about ethics and “hanging out” in the field’ – (Sluka and Robben, 2007, page x). This personal touch, ahead of extensive acknowledgements to sources, authors and contributors, gives a hint to the tone of the volume; it is written from a place of experience and understanding, and with a concerted effort to make the reader feel comfortable and confident going into the field. The editors themselves, who studied their PHDs together in Berkeley University, California, are both veterans of the field, Robben having taken part in the research and writing of several publications in dangerous situations, such as civil war and political troubles, and likewise, Sluka has done fieldwork with the IRA during the troubles in Ireland, which makes his later mention of ‘hanging around on street corners’ (Robben and Sluka, 2007, p.26) to accomplish his research seem like a casual and humble understatement of his work.
The 28-page introduction to the book itself is thorough, explaining the purpose of each part of the book, but also giving enough insight to the reader that this alone could serve as a basic guide to fieldwork.
The book was published recently enough that it has not fallen out of relevance in our post-modern world of telecommunication, the internet and other tools at the disposal of the researcher.
The book is well presented, plainly titled and an attractive cover photo reminds the reader that an anthropologist is always learning – here, we see the method of participant observation in play; the fieldworker learns how to make a basket with a young Baku girl, and in doing so nurtures the relationship necessary to 
The final 100 pages include 4 Appendices, notes and an index, which are thoroughly composed to allow the reader to gain further understanding and research specific avenues of interest.
Opened with an introduction by Robben; Part 1, Beginnings sets the scene of early ethnographic fieldwork, with Boas and Malinowski – both of whom are considered ‘fathers’ of the practice. As Robben explains, it is in human nature to question and ponder our own cultural and social activities as well as the unfamiliar customs of others. The first excerpt in this chapter, taken from The Observation of Savage Peoples (Degerando, 1969) was originally published in French in 1800, hence some of the words, such as savages may not appear in texts today, yet the author is yearning for a better quality of fieldwork, not dissimilar to that which is asked of a researcher in cultural anthropology studies today; his complaints, listed as faults include the recording of hearsay as fact, the lack of effort in learning native language, and his main suggestion to improve on research is that the ‘traveller’ becomes, as much as is possible, one of the ‘Savages’ that they aim to report upon.
Reflexivity in fieldwork reports and journals, in fact, anthropological publications across the board, has become somewhat of a standard practise over the last few decades, allowing the reader an insight into the anthropologist themselves, and indeed, it gives the anthropologist an opportunity to share their subjective experience alongside their objective findings.
Part X; Fictive Fieldwork and Fieldwork Novels interests me particularly as I like to write my work as more of a narrative, with some feeling and flourish behind it. Though you cannot so easily present data through a piece of creative writing, you can draw the reader into your story, and make them feel more like a participant, which means they may take more of an interest in the subject.
To me, this ‘Anthropological Reader’ accomplishes the aims of its’ editors and beyond; not only does it set the historical scene of anthropological fieldwork, spanning a century of well-known anthropologists and ethnographic fieldwork, it also brings together such a vast array of situations, topics, research methods and writing styles, which work well to portray the role of the anthropologist in fieldwork. This variety of contributors to the volume also gives the student/reader a taste of each author, as well as a short biography about them, which I find encouraging to further read works of those authors. 
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