Recommended writing order for 15,000 word MA Physical Education / Outdoor Education Dissertation and chapter-by-chapter content breakdown
Writing order
Introduction (draft) - Methodology – Review of Literature (draft) – Results / Findings & Discussion – Conclusion – Introduction (final) - Abstract 
    Chapter-by-chapter content breakdown

1. Introduction

· Contextualise your investigation against the general area of leaning. 

· State the rationale for the study – link to social and political agendas etc

· State the research question clearly – identify aim(s) and objectives
· Highlight researcher motivation

· Highlight methodology

· Locate the study geographically (if required) ……context
· General overview of the study group …………….context
· Outline the different chapters
· Link to next chapter

· Start and maintain the Bibliography noting all reference sources.
2.   Methodology
· State the rationale for chosen methodology

· Locate your methodology within a paradigm discussion

· Identify the research methods / instruments used – strengths & weaknesses

· Discuss how you intend to analyse the data
· Identify the research group

· Elaborate on the coding system (if relevant)

· Present a timescale for the research

· Clarify ethical position

· Summarise the chapter 

· Link to next chapter

3.  Review of Literature
· Contextualise your research within the literature.
· In the introductory paragraph identify the main ideas / concepts that you will discuss

· Provide a thorough and analytically focused overview of the topic to establish what we already know 
· Indicate what we do not know

· Highlight where your study connects with the ideas discussed and how it is providing new insight into the topic
· Summarise the chapter by identifying the main issues/ ideas that are of concern to your investigation.

· Link to next chapter

4. Results (Quantative)
· Table or pictorial representation of data.

· Statement of results

OR

4. Findings & Discussion (Qualitative)
· Lead with the main findings / key themes
· Discuss themes with reference to the Rev of Lit.
· Note any unexpected findings that warrant further research.

· Summarise the chapter

· Link to next chapter

5. Conclusion

· Provide a clear and unambiguous statement of your conclusion(s)
· Highlight strengths and weaknesses of the study
· Highlight areas for future research study

6. Abstract

· Contextualise the research in the literature 

· Identify the group / context

· State your methodology / data collection methods

· State your results / findings  

7. Appendices
· Identify each Appendix in the order they are mentioned in the Dissertation

· Check all cross referencing of Appendices

8. Bibliography

· Check all references are available 

· Check presentation format for references

9. Editing

· Check presentational requirements with supervisors (font, spacing, pagination etc)

· Final proof read

· Submit x 1 ecopy (Moodle page – via Turnitin, plus 2 x hard copies)
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See also ref below – the most helpful guide available.

Biggam, J. (2009) Succeeding with your Master’s Dissertation – a step by step Handbook. Maidenhead: Mcgraw hill.

