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Paul Austin RSI Exam Within Digimap there is available a wide range fo useful data sets available for download.  These can be used for things such as town planning, countryside management and as presented here tourist information.

As with any data set the building 
blocks need to be established.
Digimaps provide these in the form of 
OS Mastermaps:

Background mapping 
can be applied 
chosen to an 
appropriate scale with 
chosen data overlaid 
onto the map for 
formal presentation.

An area to concentrate on can be 
defined.  For example, for the 
purposes of this exercise, the 
following Latitude and Longitude 
coordinates have been provided:

Choosing the Topography for this area allows for a virtual representation to be displayed.  As can be seen, some layers show more detial 
than others - these can be overlaid to provide an overall perspective.  They can also be added / removed and zoomed into as required.

Points of Interest for this area can be downloaded as a .csv file and converted for import into MapInfo, it 
can be seen that useful information is present.  This can be overlaid onto the existing map:

Importing everything at once is a little disorganised.  It is possible to filter information depending on need to 
clean things up.  

It is possible to carry out a SQL Query to filter the Points of Interest to only show the Car Parks in this area - such information would be useful from 
a town planning and tourist perspective:

From a tourist perspective, it may be useful to compile a layout of places to eat or 
places to stay.

From a practical perspective, health care and cash machines may also be useful

The symbols for these can be edited to show individual items and a legend (or "key") can be provided.

The system allows for an overall summary combining 
these view sets together to be displayed.  Thus 
demonstrating an advantage to the overlay system in 
that you can zoom into areas of particular interest:

The disadvantage with the Points of Interest tool is that it may not be meaningful, it is only as good as the detail contained within the"NAME" column.

Depending on the 
amount of detail 
required within 
your display will 
depend on chosen 
scale.  The 
advantage to a 
smaller scale is 
greater detail.  
This however will 
create a larger 
download file and 
also take longer.

The query tool is a little limiting in that you have to know the information you are looking for prior to 
carrying out the search.  It is actually easier to filter the data in Access and Excel and then re-import 
this as a new query into the system for display!


