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The study of ancient civilisations has always been an interest of mine, which is why I am pursuing the Classical Civilisation study area for my degree. The study of ancient civilisations encompasses many things, including archaeology, which comes from the Greek word “archaiologia”, meaning “study of ancient things”.[footnoteRef:1] Classical Civilisation also has its roots in the mythology within the discipline, which is the part I am personally most interested in and which I am choosing to pursue, but the whole discipline is interesting, including the pottery and ancient artifacts that have been found, which show ways of life, for example. [1: https://www.mpm.edu/sites/default/files/downloads/education/Archaeology%20and%20Ancient%20Civilizations%20Lesson%20Guide%20(4-8)%20FINAL.pdf] 

What exactly is meant by the word “nature” with regard to a discipline? This may refer to what the discipline that is being studied entails and the things that are discussed within in that area of interest to a student that they would want to study specifically, possibly pursuing them in the future for a degree or similar. Within Classical Civilisation, this could be going through the ancient world and what it holds, including things like archaeology and how this affects how we see the nature of how people lived back then. What I personally think that “nature” means is how  your chosen discipline is handled. For example, the “nature” of Classical Civilisation to me is focusing on the study of historical, cultural, military and philosophical foundations within ancient civilisations. The benefits of studying things such as this that connect into my discipline is that you can use the skills that I learn from them in many other places, such as a future job or if I choose to pursue a master’s degree. Adding on to this point, how can things that we learn from our discipline relate to other similar disciplines within the area, for example Archaeology. We can bring in points from both sides, as they are very similar and overlap in a lot of areas with their discussions of things such as old ruins, pottery, ancient civilisations and how they worked which can be gathered from artifacts that have been gathered and dated from ancient sites that have been discovered.
Secondly, what is meant by “direction”? Direction is usually referred to as the way that you go when you make a decision on something, so this “direction” could mean the direction of your discipline or where you are planning to take it in the future. For example, the direction of where your discipline will take you when you decide to get a job in the future and how that may impact your skills from your discipline. For example, if you choose to pursue archaeology, your future job could be somewhere in a museum and appraising artifacts that are to go on display within the museum. Again, if your discipline lead you to complete a course within philosophy, you could end up teaching lectures in a university about philosophy within the ancient world which directly connects to the discipline that you have studied.
Thirdly, what is meant by the word “relationship”? This could mean the relationship that the discipline that a student is studying, for example Classical Civilisation, has with others that are similar to it or compliment it in some way. For example, the relationship between other disciplines and Classical Civilizations is that either can be used in relation to the other, whether that be in terms of studying or the things that are within them, for example with Archaeology that connects directly to the ancient world and Classical Civilisation as a whole. The way that different angles of the disciplines within Ancient History and Humanities connect as a whole and seemingly blend with each other is helpful as they can help with certain ideas; for example, the way that studying the way that people used to do burial rites and connecting that with the way that Greeks and Romans buried their dead and then putting the two against each other to compare and contrast is an interesting idea.
Additionally, studying Classical CIvilisations alongside the discipline of Archaeology can help with the understanding and shed light on aspects that both disciplines share; for example the study of ancient artifacts and objects can overlap in many ways. For example, how both an Archaeology student and an Ancient History student can both go to the same museum and look at the same artifacts but yet see different stories from each side of their disciplines is extremely interesting, especially when you think about combining both viewpoints to get an even better view on what people from this time think about people from ancient times from what artifacts we have acquired over time from dig sites. If an Ancient History student brought up a point about how, for example, the parliament or the government would have worked and where they might have taken their meetings, the Archaeology student might get completely different information as they may take the stance that the place where they took their meetings was barely used, as they looked closely at the stones surrounding and the artifacts taken from the spots.
In discussion in relationship with other humanities subjects, how could studying ancient civilisations help you with the other aspects that are introduced within the discipline? For example, philosophy; which introduces many other branching paths within it, or archaeology, which already has its roots deep within the ancient world and therefore leads into Classics as a whole. For example, it can include the many different aspects and parts within Classical Civilisation itself, such as the mythology and the stories that were passed down through generations orally, and later written down which would connect with a discipline like Creative Writing. This can allow writers, and maybe even readers, to connect with texts that came from the time and deepen their own understanding of what is written within the stories and poems of the time that have been translated for the modern day reader and writer – it may also help the Philosopher or the Anthropologist, who may need more texts to be translated properly to fully understand the subject and dive deeper within their own disciplines.
On top of that, another discussion of relations with different disciplines within Humanities, Classical Literature also connects to the discipline of Classical Civilisations. If we take the text of The Iliad by Homer, for example, we can connect the cultures described within that text and connect it with what we already know about those civilisations from other aspects. For example, if you read The Iliad from a literary or anthropology standpoint, the reader would gain more insight into different parts of the story therefore leaning their focus into different aspects and points of view within the narrative itself. This also applies to if you read The Iliad from an Archaeology or simply from a Classics standpoint, as both lend themselves well into understanding the nature and the reader’s understanding of the story that is told within the text itself to the fullest extent. For example, a Literature student and a Classics student might read the same scene but yet have different ideas of the implications and imagery within the text itself.
Furthermore, the discipline of Anthropology also connects within Ancient History and Classical Civilisations as the relation that the two disciplines share is “fairly good”[footnoteRef:2] and as discussed in the last fifty years or so, the two subjects have been in a divorce of sorts. Whilst Anthropology has influenced Classical Civilisation for the most part, with a collection of essays called Anthropology and the Classics published between 1967-1977[footnoteRef:3]. These essays show the “intellectual development of their author” and show the reader the dual function that both Anthropology and Classical Civilisations serve to each other, which is that each delve into aspects of the other, such as the nature of the civilisations in the Graeco-Roman world and expand upon them, making them fundamentally easier to understand in the modern-day world. [2:  King, Helen (2016) Anthropology and the Classics – Available at: https://oxfordre.com/classics/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780199381135.001.0001/acrefore-9780199381135-e-479?product=orecla#:~:text=Anthropology%20is%20a%20comparative%20science,epiclerate%20(see%20inheritance%2C%20greek)]  [3:  Hunter, Virginia (1981) Classics and Anthropology – Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/1087335?typeAccessWorkflow=login&seq=3] 

Why studying other aspects of your chosen discipline is seen as an important part of learning is because it helps you to form opinions on all the disciplines that surround your main discipline and within Humanities as a whole. For example, your thoughts on Classical Civilisations could influence and help you think about how to approach Archaeology by taking your own stance on it from your disciplines point of view. For example, you could approach something that has been discussed many times and debated within your discipline, making it very well known but taking your own stance on it and making another debate that is entirely your own, yet still maintaining that balance of understanding new material and bringing in things that you already know to further expand your own knowledge of your discipline. An example of this is if you were to use your own knowledge and combine it with new material brought in from another discipline, which is extremely useful for gathering viewpoints and having many opinions from others who may share the same or different opinions as yourself on a certain topic.
The advantages to learning about different parts of your discipline and then using them in whatever degree you get in the future are that you can combine the different parts of what you learn from either disciplines, such as Archaeology and Anthropology or Creative Writing and Classical Literature. If you decide to get a job in the future as a writer, you could use your Classical Literature to write a book on your experiences with the texts of the ancient world and incorporate the texts of, for example, The Odyssey, and discuss how it might be interpreted differently in the modern day from how it might have been thought of back in the Classical world, where the viewpoints of people were much different from today. In addition to this and as an example, two students from different disciplines could read the same text or look at the same artifact but yet see completely different things because of the way that they have both studied from different viewpoints and states of mind.
Ultimately, where does your discipline of Classical Civilisation or Ancient History take your studying and state of mind when going through university and eventually into a job involving the things that have been learned throughout the career at university? Something closely connected to the things that you have studied would be best, as you can connect closely with it and understand it better whilst also being able to further your own career at your own pace and showing that you understand from all that time spent in your discipline. Essentially, furthering your own knowledge outside of the university lectures and time spent writing essays which in turn is you helping yourself and expanding your knowledge – which can be expanded even more if you decide to pursue a Master’s degree in your chosen discipline.
In conclusion, the direction of the discipline that you are currently taking as a student is defined by your own choices and how you yourself decide to interact and engage with it in your own personal way. The nature of your discipline helps to define what direction you will take your discipline and the work that you have put into it as well. As another example, you can pull from all different disciplines that are closely related to your own discipline and use them to help your own knowledge along the way. As discussed before, you can bring in other scholar’s viewpoints and other disciplines in order to help your own reasoning and help define what may be new points within your discipline. The nature of the subject of Humanities matters in this too, as it can affect how your viewpoint is seen from the other disciplines; for example from an Anthropology perspective an opinion about something related to the Classical world might not be the most engaging thing or be relevant at all. Adding to this, something from Archaeology may be useful as it relates almost directly to Classics, running almost side by side to it.
