Dissertation Checklist – Full Template
Front Pages & Preliminary Sections
Title Page
 Title is no more than 20 words and clearly reflects the research topic
 Your full name and student number are included
 Degree programme is correct and matches your course (e.g., BSc Health and Social Care)
Signed Declarations
 All four declaration statements are signed and dated
 You have confirmed academic integrity and consent for access
Acknowledgements (optional)
 You have thanked relevant individuals or organisations who supported your research
 The tone is professional and appropriate
Abstract (max. 1 page / 300 words)
 Purpose, aim and context of the research are clearly stated
 Methods are briefly summarised (including secondary research and coding)
 Key findings and themes are summarised
 Limitations or barriers are mentioned
 Clear and relevant recommendations are included
Table of Contents
 All chapters and subheadings are listed accurately
 Page numbers match the main body of the dissertation
 Appendices and references are also included
Chapter Checklists
CHAPTER 1 – Introduction
 A clear introduction to your research topic and its relevance
 Definitions of key terms and acronyms used throughout your dissertation
 A clear rationale for your chosen topic, including gaps in existing research
 A clearly stated research aim
 A set of specific and achievable research objectives
 A conclusion that summarises Chapter 1
 A signpost to Chapter 2
CHAPTER 2 – Background Information and Analysis
 An introduction explaining the purpose of this chapter
 A historical overview of your topic and key developments
 A discussion of relevant theories or conceptual frameworks
 An international perspective on your topic
 A UK national and local context
 Critical analysis throughout, not just description
 A conclusion that summarises Chapter 2
 A signpost to Chapter 3
CHAPTER 3 – Methods and Search Strategy
 An introduction explaining the purpose of this chapter
 A description of your search strategy, keywords, and Boolean operators
 Details of where and how you searched for information
 A completed source tracking table or reference to it in the appendices
 Clearly stated inclusion and exclusion criteria with justification
 Evidence that you applied the CRAAP test to assess sources
 A description of how you coded and analysed the literature
 Reference to your coding/results table
 Ethical considerations and how you maintained academic integrity
 A conclusion that summarises Chapter 3
 A signpost to Chapter 4
CHAPTER 4 – Findings and Discussion
 An introduction to Chapter 4, outlining what will be discussed
 A clear definition of thematic analysis using a referenced academic source
 An explanation of how you applied thematic coding
 Reference to your coding or results table
 Three fully developed themes with critical discussion
 Use of evidence, theory, statistics, and/or policy to support your discussion
 Clear links between each theme and your research title and objectives
 Consideration of connections between themes, where appropriate
 A conclusion that summarises Chapter 4
 A signpost to Chapter 5
CHAPTER 5 – Conclusion and Recommendations
1.  A summary of the main findings from your dissertation
 A clear reference back to your aim and each of your objectives
 A statement on whether your objectives have been fully or partially met
 At least three practical recommendations based on your findings
 Consideration of barriers and limitations for each recommendation
 A clear and conclusive final reflection
 No new information introduced in this chapter
CHAPTER 6 – References and Appendices
 A complete and correctly formatted Harvard reference list
 Between 50–100 sources from a range of credible academic materials
 Relevant documents in the appendices (e.g., poster, source tracking table, coding table)
 Appendices that are clearly labelled and referenced in the main text
 No new discussion or analysis in this chapter
