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[bookmark: _Hlk7184459][bookmark: _Hlk7184477][bookmark: _Hlk7184497]      The principles of human dignity and human rights are closely linked (Liberty, 2019). Human dignity, defined as encompassing people’s ethical entitlement to equality, freedom and humanity (Dupré, 2011), is a key principle of human rights. They are defined as a set of rights, that are inherent to all humans, incorporating fundamental rights such as the right to life, education and freedom from slavery and torture (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk7184517][bookmark: _Hlk7345074][bookmark: _Hlk7184540]      The importance of the concepts of human dignity and human rights have been recognised through the establishment of guidelines and legislation such as the 17 Global Goals, which aim to promote and secure worldwide sustainable development (United Kingdom Government, 2015). Also, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which secures thirty human rights for all citizens of the world (Amnesty International U.K., 2017). 
[bookmark: _Hlk7184567]      These statutes assure that dignity is upheld and that human rights are guaranteed. This is done through organising people to actively document and record human rights violations when they take place, drawing global attention and condemnation to atrocities that amount to a breach of human rights, and through making sure that the responsibility for protecting human rights is internationalised (Posner, 2018). 
      But what of the organisations who work within areas that value human dignity and human rights, and strive to defend them?  One such organisation is the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. It is a private foundation with interests in education, health and global development. It is active in the regions of Africa, China, Europe, India and the Middle East. This essay will critically evaluate the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation as an international humanitarian organisation, that works within a number of areas that value human dignity and human rights.
[bookmark: _Hlk7188743][bookmark: _Hlk7198734]      The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation was founded in 1994, originally as the William H. Gates Foundation. It was created by the multi-billionaire co-founder of computer software company Microsoft, William ‘Bill’ Gates, after he read a newspaper article detailing the suffering of people in developing countries caused by drinking dirty water (Mathiesen, 2015).   
[bookmark: _Hlk7198749]      Three years later in 1997 the Gates Library Foundation was established. This was set up with the view of providing all public libraries in America with free internet access, building on Gates’ idea that there was a link between knowledge and productivity and that of personal computing (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk7198767]      In 1999, this name was changed to the Gates Learning Foundation. This was to manifest its commitment to providing economically disadvantaged students from minority backgrounds, with the support to prepare them for college and to enable them to have the means to attend. A year later in 2000, in an effort to increase their productivity, the William H. Gates Foundation and the Gates Learning Foundation amalgamated to create the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (Beckett, 2010). 
[bookmark: _Hlk7371672]      To this day the foundation’s main focuses is on health, and in particular, eliminating malaria and polio, as well as restraining the spread of Tuberculosis and HIV (Mathiesen, 2015). Tuberculosis and its treatment, had a significant impact on Gates during a visit to Africa in 1999 (Bort, 2015).
      As extremely wealthy people who are actively giving investing their money to charitable causes , Bill and Melinda Gates can be referred to as ‘philanthropists.’ A term to describe people who do charitable deeds purely out of generosity (Oxford Dictionary, 2019). 
      The core belief of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is that ‘All lives have equal Value.’ In order to reduce inequality and bring its vision of a better world into fruition, the foundation has five areas of investment or ‘grantmaking,’ which are its Global Development Program, Global Growth & Opportunity Program, Global Health Program, Global Policy & Advocacy and its United States Program (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019).
      The foundation also has four mission statements, these statements all relate to the specific areas of interest in which they invest in. The four mission statements also contain a number of sub statements, explaining exactly what needs to be done in practical terms in order to make its vision a reality (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019).
      It’s from these mission statements, that the humanitarian work of the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation can be critically evaluated in terms of its efforts to both protect and ensure human dignity and human rights (Dean, 2010).
      The first mission statement is ‘Ensuring that young people survive and thrive.’ This is to be realised by revolutionising education in order to improve it,  reducing the number of child deaths through providing better nutritional resources and providing financial investment to support mothers and babies. This can be positively critiqued, as it supports article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) that ‘Everyone has the right to education,’ and global goals 3 and 4 which aim to ensure good health and well-being and quality education respectively (United Nations, 2019). 
      The second mission statement is to ‘Empower the poorest especially women and girls, to transform their lives.’ The charity aims to fulfil this through enabling disadvantaged people to access financial tools, enabling women to make knowledgeable family planning decisions (Gates, 2019),  and educating farmers to boost production sustainability. This can also be viewed in an extremely positive light as it reflects the aim of global goal 5, gender equality. It also reinforces article 7 of UDHR, which we must all be treated equally (Amnesty International U.K., 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk7372621]      The foundation’s third mission statement aims to ‘Combat infectious diseases that particularly affect the poorest.’ This is targeted through ensuring the provision of life-saving vaccines, advancing the progress of eradicating malaria and reducing the number of cases of HIV, and in turn extending the lives of those who are HIV positive. Through doing this, the charity is upholding article 25 of the UDHR, which states we are entitled to ‘Healthcare for ourselves and our families.’ It also reflects global goal 7, which seeks to affirm clean water and sanitation for all (United Nations Development Programme, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk7371694]      Finally, the foundation’s fourth mission statement is to ‘Inspire people to take action to change the world. ‘ They aim to do this by funding research in order to develop new policies and financial frameworks, inspiring members and supporters of their foundation to positively change the lives of others and crucially, translating scientific discoveries into lasting solutions for existing problems. This can be seen as positive, as through doing this the foundation demonstrates the aim of global goal 17, to create ‘Partnerships to achieve the goal,’ along with article 29 of UDHR that states’ We have duties to the community we live in that should allow us to develop as fully as possible (Claiming Human Rights, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk7371722][bookmark: _Hlk7372678]      However, there are also some negative critiques of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. One criticism, is that however altruistic, it can be seen as having undue influence and power to set the agenda. It has lots of money and therefore power to influence charitable organisations, and even governments to concentrate on what it thinks is important. It has been said that the foundation has narrowed the focus of some other charities (Connett, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Hlk7371745]      Another negative critique is the foundation’s top down approach. This is where an organisation or charity tells people what they are going to get, as opposed to a community development approach which asks people what they feel is needed, and supports and facilitates them in meeting that need. (Gilchrist & Taylor, 2016). The World Health Organisation regards community development approach as having the best success in empowering people, as well as having the best long term success (Sharma, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Hlk7532177]      The foundation, and particularly Melinda, have also been criticised by the Vatican for promoting contraception as a means of empowering women and reducing poverty (Gates, 2019). 
     In conclusion, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is a private charity foundation, which through its work, strives to defend and ensure both people’s human dignity and human rights. The foundations interests and areas of investment are in values such as education, and global development, although it’s main focus is on health, primally, totally eradicating malaria and polio, in addition to significantly reducing the spread of tuberculosis and HIV (Mathiesen, 2015). 
      It is active in the regions of Africa, China, Europe, India and the Middle East. From its establishment in 1994, the foundation has undergone name changes in addition to an amalgamation of two separate entities, in order to increase its productivity. (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 2019).
      The foundation can be positively regarded in many ways through its four mission statements, and how they reflect the aims and intentions of global statutes and legislation such the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 17 Global Goals. (Mathiesen, 2015).  Its mission statements aim to ensure prosperity for children and young people, empower those most economically disadvantaged across the world, combat the spread of infectious diseases and inspire others to take action in order to positively change the world (Claiming Human Rights, 2019).
      However, there are also some criticisms to be made.  As the foundation is extremely wealthy, it can be seen as having undue influence and power to possibly set the agenda. Influencing charitable organisations, and even governments to concentrate on what it thinks is important, as a result, having narrowed the focus of some charities. (Connett, 2016).  In addition to this, there have also been criticisms of the foundation’s top down approach, which can be seen as telling people what they are going to get, as opposed to listening to what a community actually what a community feels is needed (Sharma, 2015).
      Principally, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation works hard to create and ensure positive change within a number of areas that value both human dignity and human rights. Through doing this, the foundation shows a great deal of thought, caring and crucially practical action, in positively influencing people’s health and well-being.  
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