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[bookmark: _Toc169702933]Introduction 
This legal study will elaborate on the general principles of criminal liability as well as highlight the requirements for a crime to be committed by omission. Further, it will provide insights into when a statutory duty to act will be present along with explaining the significance of contractual duty. Moreover, it will outline the duration of an act associated with the duty to arise from its responsibility. Lastly, it will expound on the necessity of the general duty to act within criminal law in the UK. Some relevant cases supporting the given statements will be provided in the study for better clarification of the arguments.    
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[bookmark: _Toc169702935]Whether there is a general duty to act in criminal law of the UK
Criminal law involves procedures as well as rules that are associated with various types of criminal offences. These include violence such as murder, sexual offences or non-sexual assaults (Finch and Fafinski, 2021). In the UK, criminal law consists of an approach that emphasises recognising a legal duty for acting in particular circumstances. Moreover, it does not depend upon a general duty to act within the criminal legal system in the UK. However, it might impose the same in some instances, including special relationships such as a legal duty associated with parent and child. The same duty might be applicable as valid if it is voluntarily taking responsibility for the betterment of another person. Lastly, it is considered valid if any person is negligently arising any sort of hazard that might cause damage to others. 
[bookmark: _Toc169702936]Requirements for a crime to be committed by omission
A crime must be committed by omission if it fulfills the following criteria 
Legal Duty to Act
This is an ethical obligation which requires a particular individual or entity to take appropriate steps to resolve an emergency or assist during that time (Herring, 2022). Additionally, it is responsible for imposing a duty on the defendant to act that can arise from contract or other sources. 
Failure to Act
The law of failure to act within the criminal law is a serious offence that can have major consequences. Moreover, the defendants can even ask to provide high amounts of fines as well as be sent to prison for the same. 
Causation
Causation refers to the relationship between the defendant along with the conduct. The omission can be considered as the ultimate cause of harm whereas it can analyse the status of it during the legal examination (Macdonald, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Toc169702937]Applicability of Statutory duty to Act in the UK
Statutory Duties in the UK are referred to as those duties that require consent from the law to execute in their daily lives. It includes responsibilities such as organising local along with national elections as well as regulating the Register of Electors. This particular duty applies to any type of private entity. These include natural along with artificial persons, employers, owners of premises and public authorities as well as agencies. If any person fails to violate the acts associated with the duty, then it might encounter several consequences (Finch and Fafinski, 2021). These might be personal injury or accidents, damage of property as well as financial damage. Subsequently, the breach of this mentioned duty can contribute to any type of criminal penalty that has been exerted by the statute. 
[bookmark: _Toc169702938]Presence of contractual/ duty based on office 
Contractual duties are defined as the responsibilities that are agreed upon by both the involved parties during the time of signing a legally binding contract (Taylor, 2018). The duties associated might vary between contracts along with being categorised into a promise for doing something or a promise for not performing something. These duties are applicable for building contracts between parties related to selling or purchasing any items. Spoke notable example of contractual duties in the UK is the Duty of Good Faith which is valid for any employment contracts along with contracts between business partners.      
[bookmark: _Toc169702939]Duty to act arises from assumed responsibility
Several circumstances enable the Duty to Act to arise from assumed responsibilities 
Public authority
A person possessing public authority desires to take responsibility for the betterment of any person then they might have a duty to act. Individuals belonging to these categories are responsible for securing victims along with securing their rights (Bieber, 2023). Morever, it must emphasise remaining neutral, impartial as well as encouraging mutual tolerance among the public.  
Tort
A tort can be defined as an illegal act which contributes to causing harm to another individual intentionally or accidentally (Taylor, 2018). An individual who wants to take responsibility for a person under volunteer aspects might get obligated to modify their situation. However, a law associated with the same enables the sufferer to obtain money from the person who is responsible for the harm.  
Criminal liability 
Lastly, the Duty to act might arise from assumed responsibilities if any contract forces it to do so (Finch and Fafinski, 2021). Moreover, the contract would enable it to take care of the damaged person despite its consent, otherwise it might face major consequences,   
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[bookmark: _Toc169702941]Evaluation of arguments for and against the implementation of the general duty to act within criminal law of England and Wales 
Arguments for the incorporation of the general duty to Act within criminal law in the UK
Protection of Individual Rights
The recruitment of the General Duty of Act facilitates the criminal legal system for protecting every individual by giving it legal authority. Moreover, it also ensures the inhibition of any type of illegal exercise or harmfulness (Werle and Jessberger, 2020). This entire approach contributes to the fair treatment of all the inhabitants as well as the provision for a lawyer in certain criminal procedures. Subsequently, this policy would be responsible for securing all the citizens from those persons that might cause harm to others along with forcibly grabbing its properties. This act is also helpful for protecting human rights by safeguarding the regulatory policies associated with the moral principles of citizens.      
Fostering Confidence in the legal system
The implementation of the general duty off act within criminal law in the UK facilitates mitigating those issues that are associated with the emergence of criminal acts. Further, it results in securing its principles by the legal system in aspects of fairness, openness along with maintaining transparency (Allen et al., 2020). This process also results in the uprising of the ethical values of citizens that help in fulfilling the objectives of the legal rights of every resident within the country. This is also responsible for strengthening the standards of decency as well as respect for people that is possible for this implementation. Finally, this specified process is useful for establishing confidence upon the legal system of criminal law in different regions of the UK.     
Arguments against the incorporation of the general duty to Act within criminal law in the UK
Issues associated with social responsibility
The regulatory standards of the criminal law create issues in case of the corporate responsibility. These violations of the relevant policies can cause severe damage to society, thereby affecting millions of lives. Additionally, it contributes to making people more vulnerable to the various types of crimes in the UK. Further, the absence of strict criminal sanctions might contribute to weak enforcement of the objectives of corporate social responsibilities (Bergman. and Berman, 2024). Eventually, it might lead to ther emergence of various scandals, as well as scams that would impart a serious effect on the lives of numerous people. However, a theory concerning the same exists that is known to be the theory of social responsibility. These emphasise the obligation to promote the conditions of human flourishing as well as secure the democratic structure of society for the better living styles of the residents in the UK.      
Limited protection to suffered victims
The Government of the UK might provide essential protection for protecting the victim or witness from the criminals for making an accurate judgement in order to provide justice. However, criminal law might fail to protect the suffered victims by lacking a concrete fundamental principle for regulating the entire system (Littlejohn,2020). Subsequently, the concerned authorities have been establishing a scheme for victim compensation, which might fail in giving accurate security to the victim. Moreover, the associated frameworks of the same may not be enough to safeguard the suffered victims from potential criminals. Henceforth, the recruitment of the General Duty of Act within the criminal legal system in the UK might possess several drawbacks as mentioned above.     
 








[bookmark: _Toc169702942]Conclusion 
Criminal law can be defined as a different system of law that deals with distinct types of crimes along with contributing to the criminals who are committing a crime. It has been concluded that the English Criminal Law does not impose General Duty of Act usually within the criminal law in the UK. Further, it has been summarised that the legal duty to act, failure to act is required for a crime to be committed by omission. It has been also revealed that the contractual duty is valid during the formation of a contract between two parties. Lastly, it has been illustrated that the implementation of the General Duty of Act within the criminal law might have both merits along with demerits. This has been thoroughly discussed in the last section.   
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