 In 1689, the Earl of Shaftesbury declared that parliament was supreme and has absolute power over all government institutions which gave motion to the government. In the United Kingdom (UK) today all rights are made within guidance of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). This brings the question, is parliament supreme? In this assignment, there will be a discussion of parliamentary sovereignty and if the ECHR interferes with parliament's ability being supreme, also being discussed is the Bill of Rights bill proposal. 

[bookmark: _Int_G4RJwjxj][bookmark: _Int_9jlVEDl2][bookmark: _Int_lBR45D2m][bookmark: _Int_OkIEwEGV][bookmark: _Int_ty9IolAX][bookmark: _Int_4RPeadma][bookmark: _Int_dkpww3GY][bookmark: _Int_EzmKx8Is][bookmark: _Int_uefKcMjB][bookmark: _Int_4bDOS0Bo][bookmark: _Int_upTEihzP][bookmark: _Int_bOmwYgE4]According to University College London (2018) ‘a constitution is a rule book for a state’.  Each country is different when it comes to its constitution. In the UK, it is easy for parliament to pass or dismiss laws as the constitution is only partly written down. According to UOLLB (2023) There are three principles of the constitution in the UK. These being ‘rule of law’, ‘parliamentary sovereignty’ and the ‘separation of powers’. Rule of law in the UK’s constitution according to Lord Bingham (2006) is ‘’all persons and authorities within the state, whether public or private, should be bound by and entitled to the benefit of laws publicly and prospectively promulgated and publicly administrated in the courts.’’ This can also be interpreted as that no one is above the law, everyone will be accountable for their actions no matter the status of the individual. An example of a high-profile individual being accountable for their actions and punished would be Rishi Sunak. According to the BBC (2023) ‘prime minister Rishi Sunak has been fined for not wearing a seatbelt in a moving car whilst filming a social media video’. Another example in rule of law would be Enrick v Carrington (1765). In this case, 4 of the king's messengers broke into the house of a writer in search of a piece of writing. Entick then sued the King’s messengers for trespassing and won the case as they acted unlawfully and needed a legal warrant to search and seize the property. This shows the importance of rule of law as it demonstrates that no one is above the law and everyone must be subjected to the same laws and punishments that follow. On the other hand, there are some who oppose the rule of law. Joseph Raz is one who opposed the idea of rule of law and his view was that ‘citizens of a state should understand the laws and the consequences of their actions.’ It's believed that Raz’s view on the rule of law could comply with a dictatorship. Parliamentary sovereignty is what allows parliament to be the supreme legal authority in the UK. 'Parliamentary sovereignty is the most important principle of the constitution’ UKparliment (2022) as it can create and end any law, at any time. Parliament is the supreme law-making body in the UK. It holds that the legislature has absolute supremacy over the other separation of powers. There is a specific process in place to pass a bill. First, it must go through both the House of Lords and the House of Commons by first being passed as a green paper. Next, it then becomes a white paper. Once the bill is passed both stages it enters the later stages of creating a bill. During this process both houses review the bill and can add or take out parts of it. It then gets returned so the other house can review the bill, which can repeat as many times as each house wishes to, resulting in a ping pong like effect where both houses change the bill and pass it back for the other house to review. Some bills with urgency may be passed within a few days but on the other hand a larger bill could take up to a year to get passed by parliament. Once both houses eventually agree on the amendments, the bill it's then passed for royal approval. This is where the king signs off the bill and it then becomes an act. There are many theories in and around parliamentary sovereignty. For example, Albert Dicey. Dicey was a theorist who believed in parliamentary sovereignty as being supreme and no one has the right to question parliament and its decisions. A quote from UK parliament shows Dicey defying parliament being supreme by saying ‘’the right to make or unmake any law whatever: and further, that no body or person is recognized by the law of England as having a right to override or set aside the legislation of Parliament.’’ Dicey also believed that no parliament should be bound by a past parliament meaning that any law a past parliament has passed must be able to be changed by the current parliament. The same rule applies for the current parliament meaning that the current parliament cannot pass any laws that cannot be altered or reversed by a future parliament. As well as Dicey, there are many more theorists surrounding parliamentary sovereignty. Jennings manner and form theory is a popular theory that goes against the theory of Dicey. Part of Jennings' theory is based on Parliament being able to bind any future parliaments with the bills they propose. This would result in any future parliament after the previous one having no power or ability to reverse or alter any laws passed by the previous one, meaning any law passed would not be able to be changed or removed even if the current parliament have good reason too. Another one of Jennings views was that ‘parliament should follow a set of formal rules before they pass an act’ Zhou (2019). If this were the case, then parliament would be following rules set out by a higher agency meaning it would not have total supremacy over all authorities in the UK. In the UK we have 3 separations of powers. These being the ‘executive, the legislature and the judiciary’ supreme court (no date). By having a liberal democracy, it makes sure that one power does not have too much power over the other powers. Also, it allows us to ensure fairness and prevents abuse of power within the powers. Although they are called the separation of powers, they are not completely separated, they are closely linked. For example, the Prime minister is the head of the executive who is also a politician. As a politician, he would sit in parliament in the house of commons which is the legislature. The executive is the government. This is the Prime minister and the cabinet which he has elected to help make the best decisions for the country. As the executive, the role of the Prime minister and the cabinet is to make vital decisions for the country, making sure laws are enforced as well as implementing and creating policies. The executive is constantly in the public eye and is often responsible or gets blamed for many of the issues going on at the time. The legislature is parliament. The legislature, as previously discussed, is the supreme legislative body who can create laws as well as remove them at any given time. Each devolved country in the UK has their own legislature. For example, Wales has the Senedd. Although the legislature is the supreme legislative body within the UK it's still bound by some restrictions. When parliament attempts to pass a bill, it's bound by whether it complies with the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and whether it’s politically correct. As a result of bills having to follow the international law for human rights it brought the question if parliament is supreme in the UK. This is where the proposal of the Bill of rights Bill was established. The Bill of rights Bill was a bill to reform the law of human rights and was a way where the UK could leave the ECHR and apply human rights in a UK context. By leaving the ECHR it would have ensured that parliament would be independent from the human rights courts in Strasbourg and allowed the supreme court of the UK to be the center of the human rights in the UK. The Bill of rights Bill concerned some as it lowered the amount of protection which the ECHR gave to people. For many, for the legislature to be supreme we would need to leave the ECHR as our parliament is still bound by the powers of the Human rights act. The judiciary’s role is to apply the law which is enacted by parliament. The judiciary are everything from the judges who sit in the courts to the courts themselves. There are many different courts in the UK with the highest being the Supreme court. The judiciary play a crucial role in the UK as not only do they hold the public accountable for their actions but also because of judicial review. This is where the courts review the decisions or actions of a public body. This ties back to the theory of Dicey where he believes no one is above parliament. In the UK, parliamentary sovereignty is a vital part of the UK’s constitution and has shaped the legal framework within the country. It is forced to evolve over time to keep up with fast changing developments internationally and keeps the tradition of the UK having a traditional constitution.  

In conclusion, parliamentary sovereignty is already a well understood and respected principle of the UK’s system. The Bill of rights Bill is not needed because the system of human rights is working and will continue to do so. It is evident that parliamentary sovereignty is an integral part of the UK and will continue to be so proving its power and supremacy throughout the country. 
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