This activity familiarises students with RED by asking them to look at evidence of how Geoffrey Chaucer and the Canterbury Tales, were received by later generations of readers. The objectives are to a) familiarise yourself with the website and the information on its database; b) make inferences about how, and by whom, Chaucer was read. Sadly, as RED is a relatively old website some of the below is more fiddly than it might otherwise need to be.
Task: 
· Go to the UK-RED website..
· Choose a suitable set of advanced search terms to try and find information about when, where and by whom Chaucer was read.
· Make notes on the questions below.
· Submit a short summary of your findings (bullet points are fine) via Turnitin link. 
Questions to address:
· What is the earliest reference to Chaucer's works on RED? Who was the original owner of the book which acts as the source of this reference? What else can you infer about the owner of the book based on the information provided on the website? What other books did they own, for instance?
· Are there any examples of famous historical persons reading Chaucer? What  can you infer about their impressions of Chaucer based on the information provided on the website?
· Can you find examples of artisans, servants or labourers having read Chaucer? If so, choose one and try and find out as much as you can about the reader. Where were they from, for example? What other books did they read?
· What insights might your different searches provide into histories of the book and reading habits?
The earliest reference found on RED was Gabriel Harvey (1545)[footnoteRef:1] a Christian writer, who made notes in Speight’s edition of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 1598. The edition is described as a manuscript. Harvey read history, particularly war, as well as religious works. The books were in a variety of languages [1:  Gabriel Harvey, G. C. Moore Smith (ed.), Gabriel Harvey's Marginalia, (Stratford-Upon-Avon, 1913), p. viii, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=9479, accessed: 27 November 2021] 

The next reference was more than fifty years later; Anne Clifford[footnoteRef:2], Countess of Dorset, Pembroke and Montgomery in 1617 was read to by a servant, Rivers (Montaigne’s Plays}, and Moll Neville (Arcadia and Fairy Queene) and read herself Turkish History and Chaucer. [2:  Suzanne W. Hull, Chaste, Silent and Obedient: English Books for Women 1475-1640, (San Marino, 1988), p. 73, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=6058, accessed: 27 November 2021] 

A famous person reading Chaucer was Dorothy Wordsworth born 25 December 1771[footnoteRef:3].[footnoteRef:4] Dorothy’s profession is given as writer her socio-economic group being professional academic merchant farmer. She was reading just under a hundred years after Anne Clifford [3:  William and Dorothy Wordsworth, Ernest De Selincourt (ed.), The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth: The Middle Years Part I (1806-1811), (Oxford, 1969), 1, p. 423, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=1416, accessed: 28 November 2021]  [4:  Dorothy Wordsworth, Helen Darbishire (ed.), Journals of Dorothy Wordsworth, (London, 1958), p. 58, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=2871, accessed: 28 November 2021] 

At Dove Cottage 15, 24 November, 2, 6, 9, 24, 26 December 1801 noted in her journal what she was reading
21 December 1801 reading aloud at ‘Thomas Ashburn’s house, noted in her Journal
30 October 1802
11 January 1803
Read and viewed the images in part of the book between 1 and 14 August 1810, whilst visiting a friend. 
In the case of Dorothy Wordsworth, it was interesting to note that she read Canterbury Tales over a number of years, reading silently alone, on occasion reading aloud or being read to by friends both male and female. As Dorothy read in a number of places, did she take her own copy of Chaucer with her planning to read with her friends or was there a copy on most peoples’ shelves within that socio-economic group?
Other famous readers of Chaucer include Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772); George Darwin read to his niece Gwen (later Raverat) on an unspecified date between 1850 and 1899. The reading included Shakespeare, Percie’s Reliques and Scott. George Eliot (pseud)(1819) a female author read in 1866 Depping. She also read about acoustics and musical instruments.
Allen Clarke (1863)[footnoteRef:5] was reading as a child between 1870 and 1876 in Bolton; he is classed as a non-agricultural background based on father’s trade. Clarke was the son of a textile worker and read his father’s books of Marlowe, Johnson, Beaumont, Byron, Shelley and Shakespeare for example. He went on to be a prize-winning writer producing his own poetry at the age of 13. Eventually as a journalist he founded and edited journals from Lancashire. [5:  See Allen Clarke, "The 'Good Old Days' When Children were Bred for the Factories" and other articles in the Liverpool Weekly Post (from April-July 1934)] 

Clarke is not the only person here from a working-class background. However, there is more information about him that the others, presumably, because he climbed the socio-economic scale in his own right. 
Others from a working-class background include:
 G.A.W. Tomlinson 1906[footnoteRef:6] a collier classed as a non-agricultural labourer. No dates given for reading. However, Tomlinson would read on a Sunday afternoon sitting on his toolbox. Needless to say, this led to a disaster when full tubs of coal crashed into empty ones because he had not changed the points. [6:  Jonathan Rose, The Intellectual Life of the British Working Classes, (New Haven, 2001), p. 242, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=4224, accessed: 28 November 2021] 

Tomlinson also read Lamb’s Essays, Darwin’s Origin of the Species, Wilde’s Ballad of Reading Gaol.
George Howell, a brick layer, was reading between 1900-1945. Books included Milton, Shakespeare, Byron - Shelley, Coleridge -Wordsworth.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Jonathan Rose, The Intellectual Life of the British Working Classes, (New Haven, 2001), p. 375, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=5263, accessed: 28 November 2021] 

Catherine McMullen (1906), a workhouse laundress, eventually becoming a bestselling novelist[footnoteRef:8]. She began reading with T.P. and Cassels weekly. [8:  Jonathan Rose, The Intellectual Life of the British Working Classes, (New Haven, 2001), p. 375, http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=5263, accessed: 28 November 2021] 


