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                                                 Visual Aid Resource pack 

A visual aid is a resource pack that is essentially used to help provide support for pupils that struggle with an Additional learning need. To have a visual aid in a classroom will provide the teacher the support that they need to keep a positive classroom environment and prevent any unwanted disruption, giving them a good classroom behaviour management. This essay looks how a visual aid has provided support to a pupil with ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder), giving them an understanding of the days schedule, which easies any concerns that they may have. Researched into behavioural theorist looking at the ones that connect with the effects of using visual aids within a classroom. Theorist Haim Giontt and Abraham Maslow theories to classroom management and behaviour, where effective. 
All children are entitled to an education (unicef.org), having an education is vital in improving the way, we live and work, without an education we would be deprived of a good life, a life where we would have the ability to work and be part of society. This also includes children with an ALN (Additional Learning Need). Additional learning needs are a group of children and young people who may face additional barriers to education and learning, preventing them from achieving academically to their full potential (Department of Education (No Date). Some of the additional learning needs that we see in mainstream school are pupils with Autism, Dyslexia, Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs and ADHD. To be able to provide children with an ALN, an education and for them to succeed, then a very effective classroom behaviour management must be implemented where teachers and teaching assistants can use a variety of skills and techniques for a smooth running of a classroom without any disruptive behaviour from the pupils. Mulvahill (2018). All children can find being in a classroom dauting at times and can become disruptive especially if they are struggling with the subject or are having an off day or maybe just argued with their best friend on the playground. However, for children with an ALN a classroom setting can be a scary place, situations such as struggling with simple instructions from the teacher, finding it difficult interacting with the other children and the classroom being too noisy; can cause the child to be uncomfortable in the classroom environment. When these situations arise, this is when the child could start to become disruptive causing unnecessary bad behaviour which will reflect on the rest of the classroom.
Children need to feel comfortable in their environment especially when they spend so much time in one classroom, as the Theorist Haim Ginott states “students must feel welcomed and valued within a classroom for successful learning experience” (Health Research Funding (no date). Haim Ginott’s was a professor of psychology and a former schoolteacher. His theory was the Congruent Communication, meaning to avoid confrontation and consider the feelings of others. The principals of his theory are humanistic psychology which emphasis on acceptance and validation for a healthy self-esteem. Schissel (No, date).
Children with an ALN can experience feeling excluded especially if they struggle to interact socially which then normally leads to unwanted behaviour to gain attention either from the other children or the teacher, in turn disrupting the lesson, leading to the child being sent out. This behaviour happens a lot in mainstream schools mainly because of the large number of pupils in the classroom, pupils with different abilities and the teacher having very little knowledge of the ALN that the pupil has and with no or little resources put into place. So, for a child with an ALN to feel accepted by the school and the teacher then they must have an Individual Development Plan put into action. According to Gintt’s theory once a child feels accepted and their presence is welcomed then they can feel better about themselves and will be able to learn (Health Research Funding No, Date). 
The most important part of education is the teachers and how they implement their learning, a good teacher will use different and affect approaches to teach their pupils and provide active learning. Khan (2015). As UNICEF's Article 3 states, “The best interest of a child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect them”. UNICEF (No, Date). Some of the most popular methods of supporting pupils especially with an ALN are visual aids. There are different types of visual aid available to help with lesson and give clear instructions, such as pictures, charts maps, slides and real objects. Visual aids are a great resource to make the learning experience more adaptable, effective, accurate and more real for the pupil Khan (2015).
 Visual pictures can provide support for communication skills, help with a step to step directions to learn new skills, help inform children of their daily routine, positive behaviour and memory skills Your therapy source (No, Date). Children with ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder) can experience more obstacles in there learning environment than the average pupil. Symptoms such as lack of concentration, paying attention and not being able to control impulses can affect their schooling (CDC, No, Date) Children with ADHD can also find themselves with a lower ability to other pupils especially if their diagnosis was not recognised until later into their education and may have gone without extra support, losing out on the right guidance and specialised teaching, to support their overall learning. A child with ADHD will need routine, repetition and regularity, and will need to have help to organise their daily routine Steer (2014). Establishing a daily classroom routine will help with classroom behaviour as the child will have structure and will understand what is needed from them, there are so many strategies a teacher can put into place within the classroom to help to prevent unwanted bad behaviour, however, just having a few rules clearly displayed on the wall can help, especially for a child with ADHD. One of the best strategies that you can have in place is a wall display showing the day’s lessons and the daily classroom routine Steer (2014). This is one of the resources that was implemented for Child A at their school. Child A has ADHD and was assigned to a one to one support in year four. They have struggled all the way through school especially within a classroom setting. Child A has a very low ability in reading, so when the teacher writes down the days schedule on the board child A would not be able to understand, even if the one to one support tried to tell them they would not be able to remember as they have a short-term memory. The days lessons have not even started, and child A is already frustrated.  
The visual resource for child A is a large A2 size card with squares drawn as an outline to help indicate where to place the colourful pictures,(see appendix 1 p6) the pictures are of each subject or topic that child A takes each day such as English and maths there is also pictures to represent assembly, dinner, breaks and home time (see appendix 2 p6). There are even extra cards for extra intervention groups such as nurture groups, and school outings. Child A and their one to one support chat first thing in the morning talking about the day ahead and what subjects the teacher will be teaching and if there is anything different planned from a normal day like visitors or a supply teacher, that they may need to be aware of. Child A can then go through their pile of colourful pictures choosing that days lessons and place them onto the squares which also have time slots written above to let Child A know how long each subject is going to be, they will also place in their breaks, lunch and home time. This will then be mounted onto the wall right in front of the classroom so they can see it clearly. 
It is all too easy to blame the pupil with a challenging behaviour when they disrupt the teacher, however, the mis behaviour of the pupil is just a mask to hide the real frustrations and challenges that the pupil is experiencing in the classroom. Abraham Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs is a theory that has highlighted that a person must have their basic needs met before they can fulfil their full potential Mehment (2019). Especially for a child and young person, Maslow’s theory is widely recognised through schools and is practised a lot in the classroom and provides teachers with a framework that all pupils are less likely to achieve their full potential if their basic needs are not met Kline (No Date). However, for Child A, a basic need could be as effective as providing a visual resource, this will also give them a sense of belonging as they will recognise that the teaching assistant has accepted them and their needs which in doing so provides a positive relationship between Child A and the teaching assistant. This is exactly what Maslow’s Theory highlighted, Basic Needs, Love and Belonging and Self-esteem, all very important to have self- actualisation. The visual aid will help child A with positive behaviour, providing social interaction with the class and thier class teacher. This making Child A feel accepted and valued in the classroom Schissel (No Date).
Understanding the different levels of abilities in the classroom as well as pupils with an Additional Learning Need is paramount for an effective behaviour management within a classroom. For any good teacher to provide quality teaching in a positive, fun and relaxing environment without having to shout or use punishments to discipline pupils, will only result in pupils with a desire to learn, gaining a better education. Being able to implement Maslow’s and Ginott’s theory to the classroom will benefit the overall outcome for both teaching staff and the pupils. 






     

      Instructions for Child A’s classroom visual aid.
These instructions are for Child A, who has ADHD, they have a very poor short-term memory and struggles with their concentration. The visual aid is a very important resource that provides Child A with a peace of mind and helps settle them into to the day's routine with confidence. 
Before Child A starts school, you will need to discuss in depth the schedule of the day making sure you are aware of any changes that may concern Child A. Also understand what each lesson/topic is about providing Child A, a better quality of teaching as they will be able to relate better to you if you have all the information needed.
· Once Child A has come into school and has settled take her over to the visual aid. Which should be off the wall and placed onto a table for easy access.
· Discuss with Child A the days schedule and the lessons that are planned.
· Make sure they are aware of any assemblies and any extra intervention groups.
· Place the colourful cards in front of them
· Give them some blue tack
· Give them time to place the cards onto the right squares (make sure they place on breaktime and lunch)
· Double check
· Ask them if they have any questions
· When finished place the visual aid back onto the wall in front of classroom making sure that they can see it.
You will need to go back to the visual aid throughout the day to remind them as their memory is not very good, you could also get them to remove the card of the lesson that they have just finished if it helps them.
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