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What is ‘community heritage’ and how is it practised in Britain today? Discuss in relation to one project known to you. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the Heritage Lottery Fund, community heritage is the celebration of anything that makes a local area unique, whether that be its history of historical figures and events, any myths or legends from the area, or any sports history of the place.[footnoteRef:1] The aim of community heritage is to bring a sense of pride and belonging to each community and place and for an area to come together under their community identity to celebrate their history and heritage while using projects such as heritage sites and museums to educate others on their identity.[footnoteRef:2] Community sites are in danger of being forgotten due to the increasing amount of people within an area who no longer care for their town, region or countries identity and heritage[footnoteRef:3] which leads to a conflict in how to keep community heritage sites alive. There are many examples of different ways that sites tackle this issue, of which I am going to explore four: Carew Airfield, a site which keeps the traditional roles of a heritage site; St Fagans, a site that tries to engage people into becoming part of a community they were not already a part of through shared ideologies; Gaveston Cross which has been abandoned by the community and The Tomb of the Kings in Paphos, Cyprus which deals with as little of the community as possible to reduce the conflict it faces.  [1:  Heritage Lottery Fund, Community Heritage, Available From: https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/what-we-fund/community-heritage [Accessed: 19/12/2018]]  [2:  Ibid.,]  [3:  B. Dicks, Heritage, Place and Community (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2000) p.4] 

A site that runs completely on the local community and that deals with the community heritage in an extreme way is Carew Airfield. Carew Airfield site is on the same land that was used in the First World War by the Royal Naval Airship Station known originally as Pembroke, but later changed to Milton due to the confusion the name held with Pembroke Dock, the R.A.F Flying Boat Base.[footnoteRef:4] Carew Airfield now is used as a museum of the First and Second World War and the Carew Cheriton role in the wars. The airfield closed in November 1945 and many of the buildings on the land were cleared out in the 60s and now many of the buildings still stand and are kitted out to be a hub of learning in the community. The site is ran completely by volunteers who gain nothing but enjoyment from the site, the volunteers come mostly from the local community or from families of men who has been involved in Carew Airfield in its operating days. Local men, mostly of an older generation, take care of restoring the airfield and its artefacts and educate the visitors, while the women of the community help with the comfort of the visitors, providing them with tea and coffee. The site has had a few minor fundings to help with their efforts but rely mostly on the aid of their volunteers, because of this the site is not open every day of the week, as there is no way to fund and find time to do so, and donations from visitors is what helps keep the site running. This site is a prime example of community heritage, where a community of local people have banded together to preserve and protect the history of their home and proudly display this heritage for anyone willing to see.  [4:  Carew Cheriton Control Tower, Carew Airfield History, Available From: https://www.carewcheritoncontroltower.co.uk/history/carew-airfield/ [Accessed: 18/12/2018]] 

[image: https://scontent-lht6-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/s2048x2048/48375585_367847544004165_6874827058329944064_n.jpg?_nc_cat=111&_nc_ht=scontent-lht6-1.xx&oh=5d66b3e8f1523a83b0de841287b4afdc&oe=5C95216A]Carew Airfield deals with educating the younger generation of their community, in an attempt to preserve the history that they have there. The control tower is presented in an almost exact replica of the inside so that the history is being presented accurately but there is also an element of dressing up as well as being able to provide a hands-on experience with weapons and other artefacts from the time that lead to an interactive and engaging environment for the children that visit. Because of the nature of Carew Airfield being a community heritage project there is a fear amongst the current volunteers that there will not be anyone to take over the site when they have all passed on, unfortunately there are not any younger volunteers, nor any promise of any, which has led to unease about the future of this community site. Due to the rise in social media, commercialism and a loss of nostalgia the communities that sites like Carew Airfield are built on are disappearing in the eyes of the younger generation and the majority of teenagers and young adults do not care for the history their community is built on, which leads to the decline of sites such as Carew which rely on the support of the local community to survive.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  B. Dicks, Heritage, Place and Community, p.5 ] 
fig.1

St Fagans National Museum of History is a historical site that deals with the preservation of historical buildings throughout Wales by either moving the structure itself to the site of St Fagans or recreating the building in its original image.[footnoteRef:6] From 1926 – 1948 St Fagans was being ran by archaeologist Dr Iorwerth C. Peate, who is quoted to explain that St Fagans “was not to create a museum which preserved the dead past under glass but one which uses the past to link up with the present”.[footnoteRef:7] This can still seen to be the case in St Fagans today, as despite its large scale which makes community heritage difficult to achieve, the museum finds smaller, more convenient ways to bring the community together. The first reconstructed building in St Fagans opened in 1951 and was the Stryt Lydan Barn, which sparked the major clearance of the woodland area to make room for the buildings to come. The site of St Fagans was donated by the Earl of Plymouth and slowly built up to the size that it currently is.[footnoteRef:8] Due to the size of St Fagans and their frequent tourist visitors, it is difficult to establish community heritage as the community is not easily reachable and assessable, St Fagans is also one of seven sites under the same management, which also makes community heritage difficult as there becomes a conflict of interest due to conflicting communities. Despite all seven of the sites being Welsh, there are all of different time periods of interest and focus, in different areas of Wales which with the rich Welsh culture leads to differences in each site’s local community, and all of different sizes and budgets which leads to conflicting communities that National Museum Wales, the management of all seven sites, are dealing with.  [6:  Museum Wales, Brief History of St Fagans, St Fagans National Museum of History, Available From: https://museum.wales/stfagans/stfagans-history/ [Accessed: 18/12/2018]]  [7:  Ibid., ]  [8:  Ibid.,] 

Despite the lack of outwardly visible community heritage, St. Fagans has two gallery exhibitions called ‘Wales Is…’ and ‘Life Is…’, which both have elements of community heritage within them. In ‘Life Is…’, there is a stand which invites the visitor to suggest exhibit themes for the future, therefore including the community of visitors in the decision process of the site and what they present, an element rarely seen in larger museums. The exact question asked was “which community would you like to see here next”, and some of the many answers included “nurses”, “sporting achievements from Wales” and “slavery”. This is an example of a larger museum aiming to bring back elements of community heritage within the site again, trying to encourage community engagement within the decision of exhibitions as smaller, more stereotypically community heritage sites do. Because of the size of St Fagans this community becomes diluted and becomes a different time of community compared to that of the local heritage that is usually seen in community projects and instead becomes a community of people with shared interests enough to be at St Fagans, and also the shared location of Cardiff, Wales whether that be the place they grew up, moved to, or are merely temporarily visiting. 
[image: https://scontent-lht6-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/s2048x2048/48384792_300837603884237_5261564293148573696_n.jpg?_nc_cat=100&_nc_ht=scontent-lht6-1.xx&oh=f5733cd54e31686b23343e28ba39ecea&oe=5CAB0ECE]In the ‘Wales Is…’ exhibition in St Fagans the site asked more deep questions that probe for answers about what the community is around the site and what it means to the visitors to the museum. The community that this exhibition establishes is Wales as a whole and aims to establish a sense of this identity for its visitors and educate about this community. The exhibition is aimed at the Welsh youth, as it establishes an interactive environment that makes it easy for the young visitor to learn and engage with the exhibitions and themes. Having heard first hand from people who grew up around the area of St Fagans,[footnoteRef:9] it seems to be an important part of schooling for the younger age group, as it seems to be an essential part of school trips. This seems to be the case for most places in the UK, where every area or community has a specific museum or site that their school children frequent, for the area I grew up in, this was the Black Country Museum in Dudley, Birmingham. The ‘Wales Is…’ exhibition tries to engage this youth with the Welsh community, they have the inclusion of a Welsh word of the week, to engage the students and any tourist visitors with the Welsh language, an integral part of the Welsh culture. In the week of my visit this word was ‘dysgu’ or ‘learn’ which is very fitting for the role of the exhibition, the inclusion of such a stand aims to heighten the sense of community within its visitors while simultaneously encouraging the inclusion of others into this culture and community through the shared language.  [9:  This information came from Gruff Owen who is the Senior International Student Support Officer at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. On my first trip to St Fagans I went with Gruff and the international students on Lampeter Campus as an International Volunteer and got to hear all about how important St Fagans was to Gruff childhood in Wales and how frequently he visited as a child. ] 
fig.2

The ‘Wales Is…’ exhibition also includes a board full of post-it notes debating for and against the statement ‘St David’s day should be a national holiday because…’, this is a seemingly incredibly interesting question to pose to the mixture of visitors that find their way to St Fagans as it takes a part of the community and asks whether that should be shared with people outside of the immediate community. St David’s day is a very stereotypically Welsh holiday that is not celebrated outside of Wales, and so the attempt to include the rest of the UK in such a community holiday feeds into the enforcement of others into a culture and widen the ideology and beliefs of one community into others. Doing this makes community heritage less about that area and their culture, and more about the survival of the community by the constant adding of people to the civic, despite therefore being about the preservation of the community heritage, there is a risk of loosing the heritage and culture of the community by diluting it with other cultures. The answers to this debate on St David’s day are intriguing, people who are for St David’s day being a national holiday have reasons such as ‘it is a day to celebrate the Welsh language’, ‘it’s part of our heritage and culture, which we should celebrate like other countries’ and ‘we can all celebrate our history and future together’. These answers all hold subtexts of keeping Wales for the Welsh, despite a national holiday status opens the holiday up to dilution by the other communities celebrating the day. The danger of sharing this community day with the rest of the UK, and therefore the world, is that it becomes commercialised and diluted by the other cultures who do not understand the significance of the day, such as how St Patricks day has. St Patricks day is celebrated throughout Europe and even in the United States and has become a day of wearing green and getting drunk, rather than sustaining its true meaning and keeping its significance for everyone involved, therefore becoming less about community heritage and culture, and more about commercialised celebration. 
With the decline of community heritage due to the lack of historical value amongst younger generations disappearing and therefore there being a lack of people to take over the community sites,[footnoteRef:10] there are a number of historical places that have been left to the elements. One that is in line with my own historical interests is Gaveston Cross, the death place of Piers Gaveston, lover of King Edward II of England at Blacklow Hill, Warwick. This place has incredibly historical significance to the area as Piers Gaveston was sentenced to death at Warwick Castle and is home to an incredibly beautiful monument constructed a few decades after Gaveston’s death, the plaque not only details Gaveston’s brutal death but also has a telling description on the popular opinion on Edward II and his rule. The plaque reads: [10:  B. Dickson, Heritage, Place and Community, p.5] 

In the Hollow of this Rock, / Was beheaded, / On the 15 day of July, 1512, / By Barons lawless as himself, / Piers Gaveston, Earl of Cornwall; / The Minion of a hateful King: / In Life and Death, / A memorable Instance of Misrule.
[image: ]Despite this site being an important community heritage site, no one has taken responsibility for the area in years and therefore there is no upkeep on the memorial. This means that there is no public footpath up to the site, the only way to get there is through a farmer’s private land and then a trek through the forest and the site is covered in stinging nettles and low hanging trees, making it near invisible in the surrounding area. The complete abandonment of this site by the community displays the importance that the surrounding community has on its heritage, as without the support of the local people, sites go unnoticed, unknown and unloved by anyone who does not actively seek them out due to personal involvement in their histories, such as my connection with Gaveston Cross through my area of specialisation within my degree. fig.3

[image: https://scontent-lht6-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/48387826_318269505441148_4947225270365978624_n.jpg?_nc_cat=103&_nc_ht=scontent-lht6-1.xx&oh=936651c55cf6f6652b989433107d6271&oe=5CD6B103]The final case study of community heritage comes from Paphos in Cyprus, a place that I visited earlier this year called the Tomb of the Kings. The history of Cyprus is complex and leads to a continuous hostility that is still visible today. Cyprus as a country has been divided into two pieces since 1974 when Turkey invaded due to a dispute with the Greek government in Cyprus at the time, the island was then split, the southern areas where Paphos is found is governed by the Greeks whereas the northern areas are ran by a Turkish Cypriot government, the border between the two governments known as the Green Line is patrolled at all times by the United Nations troops and anyone who travels near the border must keep identification on them at all times.[footnoteRef:11] This has led to two waring identities and therefore communities in Cyprus, the Greeks and the Turks. The Tomb of the Kings, despite being firmly in the Greek side of Cyprus, therefore has very little information that could be considered as political in the current climate. The site is now managed by UNESCO however there is still few information plaques detailing the development of the site, due to the issues in the political climate.  [11:  BBC, Cyprus Country Profile, Available From: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17217956 [Accessed: 19/12/2018]] 
fig.4

To conclude, community heritage is the process of uniting a people under a common location-based event, story or history which often leads to the development of a heritage site, museum or gallery. Due to current social climate these community sites are tackling ways to survive. The seemingly most effective effort is by St Fagans, who have opened up the community to others and whose size, known management and large funding are able to tackle the issues they are facing. However, for the smaller community, sites such as Carew Airfield are struggling to find ways to survive and keep educating, despite offering a friendly and engaging experience for anyone who visits. 
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Fig.1: One of Carew Airfield’s many interactive talks, taken from inside the Control Tower. Image by: Bethany Collins, Taken on: Dec 6th 2018. 
Fig.2: The Welsh word of the week board in St Fagan’s ‘Wales Is…’ gallery exhibition. Image by: Bethany Collins, Taken on: Dec 11th 2018. 
Fig.3: Gaveston Cross from through the trees. Image by: Bethany Collins, Taken on: July 17th 2018.
Fig.4: One of many unexplained pieces of the Tomb of the Kings in Paphos, Cyprus. Image by: Bethany Collins, Taken on: March 2nd 2018. 
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