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In this gobbet we are looking at the, civil and political rights document Vincent Oge presented to the assembly in Paris in 1789, after talks with fellow mulatto in Saint Domingue. We will also look at Vincent Oge. 
Vincent Oge (the younger) was born in 1755, in Dondon Saint Domingue (now none as Haiti). Oge was of mixed race, his father was white and mother a mulatto. Oge came from a wealthy family, that had inherited a coffee plantation. Oge was sent to France, were he was an apprentice goldsmith in Bordeaux. While he was their Oge made his own fortune as a merchant. By the time he returned to Saint Domingue he was one of the wealthiest, free coloured planters. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Caroline Tsakanias 2018, https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/oge-vincent-1755-1791/ ] 

In 1789 Oge meet with fellow mulattos, who like him were free black men, who owned property and slaves. But they didn’t have the same rights as the white planters, who were also property and slave owners in Saint Domingue. After meeting with them, they put together a document laying out their demands for change. Oge also worked closely with the ‘la Societe des amis des noirs’ (Society of the friends of the Black). [footnoteRef:2] In the document was demands for political and civil rights, that would give them the same rights as the white planters. The white planter’s, however, didn’t want them to, as they thought it would give slaves ideas of wanting to change their own status. When Oge went before the French assembly, he spoke about the evils they had suffered over many years, talked of freedom and happiness. But most of all he warned them, if they didn’t take prompt, effect measures. Then there would be bloodshed, that their fellow mankind would be slaughtered and mutilated, including their wives and children. He warned the slaves would up rise and they would all lose everything. Oge offered to help the assembly, he said he would help put a plan into action, that he had ideas that could be useful, that would help to prevent an uprising. [footnoteRef:3]  [2:  http://abolition.nypl.org/search/images/?q=vincent%20oge&type=3]  [3:  http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/288] 

The assembly didn’t agree and dismissed Oge’s document, and ideas. Before heading back to Saint Domingue, Oge meet with Brissot leader of the ‘la Societe des amis noirs’. They spoke of a rebellion, which Brissot gave his approval of. Oge left France, stopping of in England, then heading to Louisiana in America, where he purchased some arm weapons, he then went on to Saint Domingue. Oge got together around 300 men and they started a rebellion, this was soon ended and Oge was arrested and brutally executed in February 1791.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  http://www.sandrineberges.com/liberty-in-thy-name/on-this-day-in-1791-the-death-of-vincent-oge] 
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