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Create a balanced argument for educating other than at school – choose at least two contrasting methods.

There are many different ways to educate other than at school but in this essay, I will be focusing on home schooling and work related education such as ITEC. There are many reasons why a student may not be able to be taught in a regular school environment such as behaviour problems, learning difficulties or religious reasons, as well as others, but the UNCRC states that one of the seven core rights of the child is to “have a comprehensive range of education and learning opportunities.”[footnoteRef:1] Section 6.1.3 of the inclusion and pupil support publication on the Welsh Government website it states that “Section 19(1) of the Education Act 1996 (as amended by section 47 of the Education Act, 1997) provides that: Each local authority shall make arrangements for the provision of suitable education at school or otherwise than at school for those children of compulsory school age who, by reason of illness, exclusion from school or otherwise, may not for any period receive suitable education unless such arrangements are made for them,”[footnoteRef:2] meaning every child must be provided with alternative ways to be educated other than at school, or EOTAS.  [1:  Welsh Government, implementation of children’s rights in Wales (2015), < https://gweddill.gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/children-and-young-people/rights/implementation-of-childrens-rights/?lang=en > [accessed 26/03/2019]]  [2:  Welsh Government, Inclusion and Pupil Support (2016) < https://gweddill.gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/160318-inclusion-and-pupil-support-en.pdf > [accessed 26/03/2019]] 

Firstly, I am going to talk about home schooling. Home schooling is where children get educated, full time or part time, at home by a parent, and there could be a variety of reasons as to why parents may choose to home school their child. The government website states, “As a parent, you must make sure your child receives a full-time education from the age of 5 but you don’t have to follow the national curriculum.”[footnoteRef:3] This means that parents are able to choose what they teach their children so their education can be led a lot more by the learner. This is one of the arguments for education other than at school. Not every person is the same or has the same strengths so realistically, it’s not ideal that every child is taught and tested exactly the same things. If a child is not excelling academically, it can damage their self esteem and make them less likely to learn. This is one of John Holt’s arguments, he was an American teacher and a writer on education. In his book, How Children Fail, he states that “we adults destroy most of the intellectual and creative capacity of children…by making them afraid, afraid of not doing what other people want, of not pleasing, of making mistakes, of failing, of being wrong.”[footnoteRef:4] I agree with this, there are so many children who sit in class afraid to put their hand up and answer a question in case they get the answer wrong and run the risk of looking stupid in front of their peers, we make children question their own intelligence by making them feel that they’ve done something wrong if they give the wrong answer. A personal example of how education gives children, who aren’t necessarily academic, have low self-esteem is my sister. She isn’t an academic person, she hasn’t succeeded very well in maths and English, but she is also one of the smartest people I have ever met. You can take her somewhere in the car and after that she’ll be able to remember the way, just from travelling somewhere once, her memory is incredible but because she isn’t academic, she thinks she’s stupid. She constantly goes on about how she’s dull and she can’t do things because she didn’t do well in school. Holt says, “we destroy the disinterested… love of learning in children, which is so strong when they are small, by encouraging and compelling them to work for petty and contemptible rewards…for the ignoble satisfaction of feeling that they are better than someone else.”[footnoteRef:5] This is so incredibly true, when children don’t get these rewards for their work they feel badly about themselves. If a child is home schooled, what they’re taught can be centred around what they’re interested in and what they are good at, instead of being based around the national curriculum.  [3:  Welsh Government, Home Education (no date), < https://www.gov.uk/home-education > [accessed 26/03/2019]]  [4:  Holt, J. (1990) How Children Fail. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 
]  [5:  Holt, J. (1990) How Children Fail. Harmondsworth: Penguin. ] 

The process of a child leading their own education and not going to school to be educated is called unschooling. John Holt created a newsletter called Growing Without Schooling that stopped in 2001 and is aimed at parents who want to home school their children, and answers any inquiries they may have about it, there is also a YouTube channel with videos about unschooling for anyone who would prefer to get their information that way.[footnoteRef:6] Earl Stevens says in an article that “unschooling isn’t a method, it is a way of looking at children and life.”[footnoteRef:7] Its about focusing on the child’s interests and learning through real life experiences instead of sitting in a classroom and being bombarded with information other people feel is necessary. It’s about each individual child and having them learn things that they actually want to know about. It takes away the competitiveness of schooling, there isn’t going to be an issue with self-esteem and the child is going to be confident in their knowledge as they would have genuinely been intrigued and learnt about it because they wanted to. He said, “it’s a nutty notion that we can have a place where nothing but learning happens, cut off from the rest of life.”[footnoteRef:8] If you put a child in a classroom, with a group of other students, and try to make it retain information about something it has no interest in, that other students may be interested in, and tell it that it has to get certain grades to feel good about itself, it’s inevitably going to damage that child’s confidence. Going back to my sister, she’s 17 years old, she left school with not the best GCSE’s, she went in to college to do health and social care and dropped out because it was “too hard,” she then decided she was going to do art and design which she was kicked off because she never attended her English and maths GSCE resit classes. she had no drive to work at either of the courses she did and whenever she was asked why, her answer was simply, “I can’t do it.” After having a conversation with her, it turns out that she would rather not try at all, than try, fail, and feel dull. If she had been given the opportunity to learn things that actually interested her instead of being told she had to know this specific information to be ‘smart’, that she wasn’t able to retain, I think she would definitely have more ambition and drive to achieve at something. Being a school teacher, this is something Holt experienced himself. He realised that school wasn’t necessarily the best way to educate children and attempted to change the way he taught because of this, it wasn’t taken very well and eventually he was fired because of his views.  [6:  John Holt GWS, About Growing Without School (no date), < https://www.johnholtgws.com/growing-without-schooling-issue-archive > [accessed 26/03/2019]]  [7:  The Natural Child Project, What is Unschooling? (1994) <https://www.naturalchild.org/articles/guest/earl_stevens.html > [accessed 26/03/2019]]  [8:  Allen, M. The Education of John Holt (1981) < https://www.naturalchild.org/articles/guest/mel_allen.html > [accessed 1/4/2019]] 

Home schooling has become an extremely popular way to educate children and has gone up by 40% in recent years, in the United Kingdom, the place with the most home-schooled children is the Isle of Wight. There are so many provisions that are accessible now that it makes home schooling easy. There aren’t many rules on how it should be done, it’s down to the parents how they educate their child, so adults are free to decide what learning method best suits their child. It really is a helpful alternative for children that can’t attend school for one reason or another. There is more focus on the child so learning can go at whatever pace they need it to, if they’re struggling with something then they have the freedom to spend more time on understanding that thing. It gives them the opportunity to learn through real life experiences and can be as hands on as need be so that the child can learn through doing, not just through listening.[footnoteRef:9] I think home schooling is an excellent way to educate a child that doesn’t do well academically. [9:  Williams, S. ‘school is very oppressive’: why home-schooling is on the rise (2019) < https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/nov/03/get-to-be-free-rise-in-home-schooling > [accessed 1/4/2019]] 

The next alternative to education I will be looking at is work related education. The work-related learning guide states that the definition of work related learning is “planned activity that uses the context of work to develop knowledge, skills and understanding useful in work, including learning through the experience of work, learning about work and working practices, and learning the skills for work.”[footnoteRef:10] This is a good way of educating children because it singles out the skills they need to learn for the job they want when they’re older, instead of forcing them to learn a load of things they may not necessarily need to know. It would be good for their self esteem as well because it would be teaching them how to be good at a job, not just parrot teaching them things that they will forget after exams anyway. It shows them how the things they learn in school can be applied to every day life and gives them the opportunity to learn from experience, which can be a better way of learning.[footnoteRef:11] John Gatto states “schools and schooling are increasingly irrelevant to the great enterprises of the planet…The institution is psychopathic – it has no conscience. It rings a bell and the young man in the middle of writing a poem must close his notebook and move to a different cell where he must memorize that man and monkeys derive from a common ancestor.”[footnoteRef:12] I personally believe this is true, in the grand scheme of things, what we learn in school is not really important. Most of what we learn is to get the grades that we’re told we need but, in reality, it’s more to do with numbers and grades reported to OFSTED to make the school look good. Children are fed information and expected to recite it back in exams, the better the children’s grade, the better the school looks and the better their position on league tables. John Gatto was a teacher and was given the title of New York City Teacher of The Year three times. He believed that students should be treated the same as everyone else and his teaching strategy worked, as all of his students were excited and eager to learn.[footnoteRef:13] He quit being a school teacher through the Wall Street Journal, where he wrote “I can’t train children to wait to be told what to do; I cant train people to drop what they’re doing when a bell sounds.”[footnoteRef:14] We should be allowing children to nurture what they’re good at and grow their skills on what they’re interested in, work based learning does this.  [10:  The Work Related Learning Guide, (no date) < https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/10591/7/Work-related_learning_Redacted.pdf > [accessed 1/4/2019]]  [11:  Ibid]  [12:  Gatto, J. Why Schools Don’t Educate (1990), < https://www.naturalchild.org/articles/guest/john_gatto.html > [accessed 2/4/2019]]  [13:  Foundation for Economic Education, John Taylor Gatto (1935-2018): Remembering America’s Most Courageous Teacher (2018), < https://fee.org/articles/john-taylor-gatto-1935-2018-remembering-americas-most-courageous-teacher/ > [accessed 2/4/2019]]  [14:  Ibid] 

An example of work-based learning is ITEC. ITEC is “one of Wales’ largest providers of skills and employment services.”[footnoteRef:15] where my sister goes now, she’s currently doing a health and social qualification where she will get what she needs to become a teaching assistant. She spends four days a week in placement and one day a week in ITEC doing all of the assignment work she needs to do. She gets £50 a week as long as she attends so she’s also getting a small income as well. This suits her so much better than being in college as she’s actually learning while on the job and isn’t sat in a classroom, expected to do as well as all of the other student in the class. It’s a much more personal and individual-centred way of learning, and she’s getting work experience at the same time.  [15:  ITEC Skills and Employment, What We Do (no date), < http://www.itecskills.co.uk/about-us/what-we-do?lang=en > [accessed 7/4/2019]] 

Gatto says that taking the time that children need to grow up away from them results in them being disinterested, he says they “have almost no curiosity… they can not concentrate for very long, even on things they choose to do.”[footnoteRef:16] He also says they are “dependent, passive, and timid in the presence of new challenges.”[footnoteRef:17] Personally I think work based learning would give children more confidence. It’s not about being the best about lots of different things, when you practice something every day, over time it gets familiar and sort of like second nature. For example, when you get a job, it takes a couple of days to get your bearings and after that you just automatically know what to do, when you’re in school you constantly second guess yourself, wondering if you’re doing it right, worrying about getting the grades you need. In a job, there’s no right and wrong answers as such, in school if you’re wrong you’re made to feel bad about yourself.  [16:  Gatto, J., Why Schools Don’t Educate (1990), < https://www.naturalchild.org/articles/guest/john_gatto.html > [accessed 7/4/2019]]  [17:  Ibid] 

In conclusion, I personally believe that the same things do not work for everyone. I’m not saying that school doesn’t work, and that it’s a bad thing, because for some people it does, and for some it’s not a negative experience, however, we should stop making people feel as though it’s the best option. There’s nothing wrong with not being compatible with school, there’s nothing wrong with having particular interests and wanting to focus on certain things. I think the fact that nowadays there is more options and access to alternative education is amazing and it’s ever growing. Home schooling and work based learning are just two different alternatives to school, and there are so many more for people to choose from. It’s important that we allow children to realise there’s more to life than grades and feeling bad about yourself if you can’t do something. We should be more accepting of allowing children to lead their own learning and decide what they’re interested in.
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