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“Oh, what a lovely war” 
I felt that Oh What a Lovely War by Joan Littlewood had a very interesting and unique take on a play that covers real-life situations. "This show still manages to feel fresh and exciting" (Lloyd, 2023). s a class, we went to watch the third-year actors perform Oh What a Lovely War on campus. Something I enjoyed and found inspiring was the character of the "narrator." There were interactions between him and the audience, which drew me in. It had a pantomime-esque feel to it and included musical elements that made the satirical play much more enjoyable and entertaining. The use of music helped move the story along and added comedic elements. This influenced our group to incorporate music into the performance element of our presentation. We decided to aim to include the audience where possible, whether physically or vocally, to make them feel included, which ultimately allows them to leave with a better experience.
The script is written in a style very similar to Panto, allowing casual phrases and gestures, adding a modern take on Henrik Ibsen and his pieces. We quickly decided that we wanted the three actors to be in costume to make our ideas visually clearer. Therefore, Vinnie is Henrik, Heidi is Nora, and I am playing Mrs. Alving. In between our presentation and research, we have interactions between the three of us in which we aim to stay in character but are allowed to break out when necessary to further the story. For example, calling Henrik "Vinnie" mid-performance.
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“Ghosts” vs “Dolls house” by Henrik Ibsen
Our focus within the presentation was Realism and Henrik Ibsen. We were each designated a different topic to complete our work on. A Doll's House was the priority as it is one of Henrik’s most famous plays, covering a range of themes that are very important to the plot. One theme in the play that is made visible is corruption and exploitation. Many characters in the play are deceitful to one another, whether in societal or personal relationships. One example is Krogstad blackmailing Nora. Internally, he knew what he was doing and the consequences of Torvald finding out. Instead of going straight to him, it was kept a secret, which heightened the lie even more. Other themes within the play are the sacrificial role of women, reputation, parental obligations, deceit, gender roles, individual vs. society, politics, etc. 
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The play I chose to study was Ghosts by Henrik Ibsen, which juxtaposes A Doll's House in terms of story and plot. Mrs. Alving is left without a husband and must fend for herself, suffering real trauma when it comes to her son Oswald. In contrast, Nora has her husband and has support when it comes to her children. Nora is referred to as “songbird, squirrel, and pet” and is seen as pure, respectful, and pristine, like the play. Meanwhile, Mrs. Alving is wealthy and free-willed. The play covers topics like incest, euthanasia, sex, diseases, and more, which aren't seen as pure, pristine, and respectful.
However, the themes are quite similar, like family and relationships, the sacrificial roles of women, and more.
The reason I chose to dedicate my presentation to Ghosts was because we hadn't studied it in class. After reading the play and researching, I found it to be an interesting play with lots of similarities and contrasts to A Doll's House. I wanted to inform and teach everyone something new and hopefully influence at least one person to go watch the play.
I also liked the idea of delving into Mrs. Alving's character; she was very intriguing, strong-willed, and resilient, making her similar yet different to Nora.
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The Script
I wanted to touch upon the reasoning behind the script. As stated above, I thoroughly enjoyed the style of Oh What a Lovely War, however, that wasn't the only reason for writing the script in such a particular way.
When discussing topics, we quickly realized that for the assessment to be entertaining on the actor's behalf, we needed to do something creative and different. We could have just presented the slides and been done with it. However, we wanted to challenge ourselves creatively and push boundaries by writing our own script and learning it, similarly to collaboration week. We felt that by doing a non-realistic type of script, it would contrast well with what the whole presentation was about. It also could challenge the audience’s perception, meaning that discussions could be had regarding what is real and what isn't. This could create an interesting atmosphere for the audience and lead to interesting conversations, inner thoughts, and opinions. We wanted to do something different that would bring laughter to the room for multiple reasons, including finding something funny, awkwardness, relatability, and more. Linking to Grotowski's statements of principles, I believe to really succeed in this industry, you must be open to new ideas, open to gaining knowledge, and allow yourself to look silly. All the best actors were never afraid to look silly in front of their peers. We chose to use costumes as we thought it added another creative visual for the audience. It allows them to stay in the scenes without confusion and follow along easily. And like any performance, it allowed us to fully get into character.

 Evaluation 
To conclude the term, I felt that the use of Cast and Crew was very beneficial. It allowed me to think about the plays in a lot of detail and has added another skills analysis technique to my knowledge, which I can use in the future.
Throughout the term, I have widened my knowledge of practitioners, plays, playwrights, the history of theatre, and more, which will contribute to the rest of my time at university.
Before the practical exam, I found myself to be quite nervous. I think this was because we had only run the piece in the space 45 minutes before the assessment began. However, afterwards, I felt happy with my group's and my performance. I felt that we did our best during the assessment and got the audience reactions that we wanted.
As an actor, I found the assessment slightly interesting. Looking back, I can see where I felt most comfortable and least comfortable, and I think that's because I hadn't done many presentations previously, only performances. With performance, you have another character and name to hide behind, rather than your raw true self. However, it was good experience for other modules if a presentation was needed.
I felt that my group worked well together, and we all invested as much time into the piece as each other. If I did the piece again, it would have been nice to look at creative ways in which the set and design aspect of things could flow into more of the actor bits.





Reference list 
nichols, maddison (2020). Jerzy Grotowski Statement of Principles -). We like to be ‘scientific’, by which we mean - Studocu. [online] Studocu. Available at: https://www.studocu.com/en-au/document/edith-cowan-university/drama-as-discovery/jerzy-grotowski-statement-of-principles/45658361 [Accessed 14 Jan. 2025].
· “Review of Oh What a Lovely War!” A Young(Ish) Perspective, 25 Nov. 2023, ayoungishperspective.co.uk/2023/11/25/review-oh-what-a-lovely-war/. https://ayoungishperspective.co.uk/2023/11/25/review-oh-what-a-lovely-war/
· SparkNotes. “SparkNotes: A Doll’s House: Themes.” Sparknotes.com, 2019, www.sparknotes.com/lit/dollhouse/themes/. https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/dollhouse/themes/




Bibliography
What I have read, watched, referenced throughout the module and process workbook;
M. A., Classics, et al. ““A Doll’s House”: Themes and Symbols.” ThoughtCo, 29 Dec. 2019, www.thoughtco.com/a-dolls-house-themes-4628157. 
“Review of Oh What a Lovely War!” A Young(Ish) Perspective, 25 Nov. 2023, ayoungishperspective.co.uk/2023/11/25/review-oh-what-a-lovely-war/. 
https://ayoungishperspective.co.uk/2023/11/25/review-oh-what-a-lovely-war/ 
SparkNotes. “SparkNotes: A Doll’s House: Themes.” Sparknotes.com, 2019, www.sparknotes.com/lit/dollhouse/themes/. https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/dollhouse/themes/
A Doll's house by Henrik Ibsen
Look back in anger by John Osbourne
Oh, what a lovely war by Joan Littlewood
Bedroom Farce by Alan Ayckbourn 
Top girls by Caryl Churchill
Lovesong by Frantic Assembly 
AI
I acknowledge the use of AI tools (Copilot) to proofread my process workbook on the 13/1/25 to check my work. I used the prompt “Proofread this...”. 
I acknowledge the use of Ai tools(copilot) to order my bibliography alphabetically on the 13/1/25 to finalize my bibliography. I used the prompt “Put this bibliography into alphabetical order”.
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