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Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) can be defined as an educational technology used in institutions for digitising the module materials and coursework (Michlowitz, 2019). The study will discuss the impact of VLE on the leaning experience of students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Importance along with barriers in the development of VLE can be analysed through the help of the research report. 
Background of the organisation
University of Wales Trinity Saint David is a multi-campus university with four campuses in majority. Address of the London campus can be stated as Winchester House, 11 Cranmer Rd, Vassal, and London SW9 6EJ, United Kingdom (uwtsdlondon, 2020).
Aim and objective
Aim
Aim of the study can be analysed as the impact of VLE on the learning experience of students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
Objectives
· To evaluate the factors influencing the growth of VLE in an educational institutes
· To identify the impact of VLE on the learning experiences of students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To analyse the barriers in introduction of VLE in the educational institutions
Rationale
Improvement in technological development in UK can be stated as a reason for the introduction of VLE in educational institutes (Qutab et al., 2016). It can help the institutions to teach students who live faraway. Notices of the institutions can easily be spread to the students through the help of VLE. Thereafter, it can be stated that the reason for introduction and development of VLE in University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
On the other hand, growth and usage of VLE has improved during the global pandemic (James and Pattison, 2020). Covid-19 has fostered online education among students all over UK hence, universities have adopted VLE for learning methods.
[bookmark: _Toc56973213]Methodology
Methods have been decided for the collection of data regarding the impact of VLE at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Thereafter, positivism philosophy has been acquired for the evaluation of quantitative data (Mohajan, 2018). Deductive approach can result in a conclusive data (Snyder, 2019). Descriptive design has the capability to identify the variables for the growth of VLE at the university. Primary and secondary data collection have been followed up for the study. Online survey has been conducted due to the impact of Covid-19. Survey has been arranged for 20 students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Besides that secondary data has been collected from the books and journals to reflect the impact of VLE. Three themes have been developed accordant with thematic analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc56973214]Data collection
Primary data collection
1. What is your age?
	Options
	Percentage of respondents
	Number of respondents
	Total respondents

	Less than 21 years
	50
	10
	20

	21 to 25 years
	40
	8
	20

	More than 25 years
	10
	2
	20


Table 1: Age
(Source: Created by Learner)
2. How long have you been engaged to University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?
	Options
	Percentage of respondents
	Number of respondents
	Total respondents

	Less than a year
	10
	2
	20

	More than 1 however less than 2 years
	75
	15
	20

	More than 2 years
	15
	3
	20


Table 2: Engagement tenure to University
(Source: Created by Learner)
3. Do you think VLE can improve the learning experiences of students at the university?
	Options
	Percentage of respondents
	Number of respondents
	Total respondents

	Yes
	80
	16
	20

	No
	10
	2
	20

	Not sure
	10
	2
	20


Table 3: VLE can improve the learning experiences of students
(Source: Created by Learner)
4. What are factors encouraging the usage of VLE at university?
	Options
	Percentage of respondents
	Number of respondents
	Total respondents

	Technological growth
	40
	8
	20

	Distance learning
	40
	8
	20

	Global pandemic
	20
	4
	20


Table 4: Factors encouraging the usage of VLE at university
(Source: Created by Learner)
5. What is the impact of VLE on the learning experiences of students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?
	Options
	Percentage of respondents
	Number of respondents
	Total respondents

	Fast learning
	25
	5
	20

	Access to the distance learning
	50
	10
	20

	Group learning
	25
	5
	20


Table 5: Impact of VLE on the learning experiences
(Source: Created by Learner)
6. How can VLE help the teachers at the university?
	Options
	Percentage of respondents
	Number of respondents
	Total respondents

	Sharing of information and notices
	35
	7
	20

	Effective teaching
	25
	5
	20

	Flexibility
	40
	8
	20


Table 6: VLE can help the teachers
(Source: Created by Learner)
7. What are the barriers in using VLE at an educational institutions?
	Options
	Percentage of respondents
	Number of respondents
	Total respondents

	Technical disruptions
	40
	8
	20

	Obstacles in sharing information
	30
	6
	20

	Lack of face-to-face conversations
	30
	6
	20


Table 7: Barriers in using VLE
(Source: Created by Learner)
8. What are the policies that can help to mitigate issues related to VLE?
	Options
	Percentage of respondents
	Number of respondents
	Total respondents

	Specific time to share information
	25
	5
	20

	Scholarships
	40
	8
	20

	Improved technical equipment and internet connection
	35
	7
	20


Table 8: Policies helping to mitigate issues
(Source: Created by Learner)
Secondary data collection
	Themes
	Books/ Articles
	Author
	Year
	Summary

	Theme 1: Factors influencing VLE in institutions
	“Predicting academic performance of students from VLE big data using deep learning models”
	Waheed et al.
	2020
	Improved internet connection has been the reason for fostering online education.

	Theme 2: Impact of VLE On learning of students
	“Impact of adding internet technology on student performance and perception of autonomy in fundamentals of electronics course”
	Rosero-Zambrano
	2018
	Flexibility of the tutors can be regarded as a benefit of VLE.

	Theme 3: Barriers in adaptation in VLE in institutions
	“Impact of implementing a virtual learning environment (VLE) in the EFL classroom”
	Herrera Mosquera
	2017
	Language issues can be a barrier in case of usage of VLE by tutors.


Table 9: Secondary data
(Source: Created by Learner)
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Primary data analysis
1. What is your age?

Figure 1: Age
(Source: Created by Learner)
According to the above data, 50% of students at the university belongs to the age level of below 21 years. Additionally, 40% of students are pursuing their courses at the age level of less than 25 years. However, less than 10% of students belong to the age group of more than 25 years at the university.
2. How long have you been engaged to University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?

Figure 2: Engagement tenure to University
(Source: Created by Learner)
In accordance with the collected data, 75% of the students have been engaged to the university for more than a year however less than 2 years. Additionally, 15% of students have been studying in the University for more than 2 Years. 10% of the students in the university are engage d to the university for less than a year. 
3. Do you think VLE can improve the learning experiences of students at the university?

Figure 3: VLE can improve the learning experiences of students
(Source: Created by Learner)
VLE has been introduced to students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. In this context, 80% of students have stated that VLE has been significant for their learning. On the other hand, rest of 20% of students at university are unsure about the benefits of VLE. According to them, face-to-face learning is much more efficient for students.
4. What are factors encouraging the usage of VLE at university?

Figure 4: Factors encouraging the usage of VLE at university
(Source: Created by Learner)
Improvement of VLE in learning centres has been possible due to the technical growth in UK. Most of the students have stated that technical adaptations have fostered the growth of VLE. In addition to that, distance learning of the students has been the reason for the improvement in the growth of this technology in UK. Finally, recent global pandemic or Covid-19 has forced the students in UK to adopt the learning processes through VLE.
5. What is the impact of VLE on the learning experiences of students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?

Figure 5: Impact of VLE on the learning experiences
(Source: Created by Learner)
VLE has the potentiality to enhance the learning experience of the students. It can be significant in group learning as the students will be capable of sharing information altogether. In addition to that, fast learning of the students will be possible through the help of technology. Distance education can be possible for the students in UK through the help of VFLE. They will not be required to physically present on the campus to acquire information.
6. How can VLE help the teachers at the university?

Figure 6: VLE can help the teachers
(Source: Created by Learner)
Tutors in university can be beneficial through the help of VLE as well. Most of the students have stated that flexibility is the most significant approach of VLE. Teachers are able to share information at any time. Besides that, information and module lectures, videos can be uploaded on VLE for revision of the students. Effective teaching can be possible accordant with the help of VLE.
7. What are the barriers in using VLE at an educational institutions?

Figure 7: Barriers in using VLE
(Source: Created by Learner)
Most of the students have suggested that technical disruptions have been the issue in case of using VLE. Tutors and learners will face issue in learning in case disruptions in learning process. Information sharing will not be possible in case of lack of technical equipment. Students will require to have technical equipment for the effective usage of VLE. On the other hand, students have suggested that lack of face-to-face studies can be an issue as well.
8. What are the policies that can help to mitigate issues related to VLE?

Figure 8: Policies helping to mitigate issues
(Source: Created by Learner)
Learners can adopt high speed internet and effective technical equipment to foster learning through VLE. Besides that, university can provide scholarships to students to purchase these equipment. Additionally, tutors can specify the time for sharing information hence, learners will be able to stay updates.
Secondary data analysis
Theme 1: Factors influencing VLE in institutions
Rapid growth of information and communication technology (ICT) can be stated as a reason for the growth of VLE in the educational institutions. Fast internet services in the economy has helped the students to acquire knowledge in a limited period of time (Waheed et al., 2020). Besides that, higher education consists of large syllabus. Covid-19 has been a reason for the improvement of VLE among students as well. Thereafter, traditional learning system cannot be able to cover all aspects (Farrelly et al., 2020). However, tutors can be able to upload videos covering all aspects of syllabus for the learners in university.
Theme 2: Impact of VLE on learning of students
Flexibility has been the advantage for learners in case of VLE. Tutors can be able to share information at any time. Learners can be able to revise their syllabus through the help of this shared videos and course modules on VLE (Rosero-Zambrano, 2018). Besides that, sharing of knowledge from tutors to learners will be possible at a greater aspect in case of VLE (Lacka and Wong, 2019). That is why it can be stated as much more effective than traditional learning.
Theme 3: Barriers in adaptation in VLE in institutions
Language gap can be a barrier in case of learning from VLE. Tutors at universities of UK use British English for sharing information hand module lectures. However, it can be difficult for students from other regions to understand information (Herrera Mosquera, 2017). Additionally, improved technology and equipment will be required to use VLE hence, it can be an issue for using this as well (Rahayu et al., 2018). Thereafter, the learners will be required to implement technologies to understand information. On the other hand, they will be required to implement technologies to use VLE.


[bookmark: _Toc56973216]Conclusion
The study has highlighted the rationale for the choice of VLE by universities. Primary and secondary data have been collected for the analysis of data related to the impact of VLE on students at university. Primary data has suggested that the continuous improvement in the technology and internet speed in UK have been the reasons for the growth of VLE. Besides that, it can provide flexibility and sharing of different information to tutors at university. Additionally, VLE can foster group learning and revision of learners. However, using VLE will require technological adaptations. In addition to that, policies for eradication of these issues can be identified through the help of the study. Students can be provided with scholarships for the adaptations of VLE. Secondary data has collected for the evaluation of the knowledge in case of the impact of VLE on learning experiences. It can be significant as students and tutors can be able to acquire flexibility to share knowledge and information.
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	1. What is your age?
· Less than 21 years
· 21 to 25 years
· More than 25 years
2. How long have you been engaged to University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?
· Less than a year
· More than 1 however less than 2 years
· More than 2 years
3. Do you think VLE can improve the learning experiences of students at the university?
· Yes
· No
· Not sure
4. What are factors encouraging the usage of VLE at university?
· Technological growth
· Distance learning
· Global pandemic
5. What is the impact of VLE on the learning experiences of students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?
· Fast learning
· Access to the distance learning
· Group learning
6. How can VLE help the teachers at the university?
· Sharing of information and notices
· Effective teaching
· Flexibility
7. What are the barriers in using VLE at an educational institutions?
· Technical disruptions
· Obstacles in sharing information
· Lack of face-to-face conversations
8. What are the policies that can help to mitigate issues related to VLE?
· Specific time to share information
· Scholarships
· Improved technical equipment and internet connection






Percentage of respondents	
Yes	No	Not sure	80	10	10	


Percentage of respondents	Technological growth	Distance learning	Global pandemic	40	40	20	



Percentage of respondents	Fast learning	Access to the distance learning	Group learning	25	50	25	



Percentage of respondents	Sharing of information and notices	Effective teaching	Flexibility	35	25	40	



Percentage of respondents	
Technical disruptions	Obstacles in sharing information	Lack of face-to-face conversations	40	30	30	


Percentage of respondents	Specific time to share information	Scholarships	Improved technical equipment and internet connection	25	40	35	



Percentage of respondents	Less than 21 years	21 to 25 years	More than 25 years	50	40	10	



Percentage of respondents	Less than a year	More than 1 however less than 2 years	More than 2 years	10	75	15	
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