[bookmark: _GoBack] This entry can be found under the heading of festivals in the chapter containing information on religion in the sub section of Judaism. In this entry, the festival of Sukkot will be described and explained. In order to find more in detailed accounts of the festival, please see the page of references immediately following this article.
The festival of Sukkot which may also be known as Khag, the festival of booths or the festival of tabernacles is a Jewish festival which takes place in the fifteenth day of Tishiri, (George Robinson 2000) thus falling five days after Yom Kippur, (Eliezer Segal) as a result many families will begin some of the tasks associated with the festival either before Rosh Hashana or immediately following Sundown on Yom Kippur. (Eliezer Segal 2009) In Israel the festivities associated with Sukkot will typically span over seven days, however, in other countries it spans over eight. (Segal 2009) This is done in accordance to Leviticus 23:32-44 which describes the festival in greater detail. A small section of this can be seen below.
“Live in temporary shelters for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in such shelters, so your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary shelters when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.’” Leviticus 23:42-43
 In his book George Robinson compares the festival with the American thanksgiving as it takes place at approximately the same time of year after the annual harvest of the land.
The Sukkah
Sukkot gets its name “the festival of booths” from the building of the Sukkah. A Sukkah is a temporary structure built of four walls and a Shahk. The Shahk must be made of a naturally growing material however no longer alive and enable the practitioner to be able to view the stars through the roof. (George Robinson) Examples of such may be bamboo, corn stalks and tree two by fours, (Judaism 101) There are two reasons for this, the first being that man should look to heaven for shelter from the elements, (George Robinson 2000) and to show man’s vulnerability to the whims of God. (Judaism 101)
[image: Image result for sukkot booth ]In addition to laws on what the dwelling must be built of, there is also a law stating that the structure should not be tied down or attached to the ground in any way whatsoever. (Judaism 101) Again this links to the evidence above stating that the Sukkah is to remind those practicing the festival of the Exodus from Israel.
It is customary that the Sukkah is decorated in fruits of the land and other items which lend to the Sukkah being homely and comforting. As stated in verse forty of the same chapter in Leviticus. Fig 1.

“On the first day you are to take branches from luxuriant trees—from palms, willows and other leafy trees—and rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days.” Leviticus 23:40-41 
According to the Jewish body of Law, the Sukkah may have at least two and a half walls and a roof in order to meet the requirements. The most common form however is four walls and a roof. (Judaism 101) This is depicted in figure 1. Figure one shows an example of how a family may build the Sukkah in their garden. In the Talmud it states that Israelites are to “dwell” in their Sukkah, some take this to mean they need only consume meals in the structure, however some will decide to sleep in the structure overnight for the period of the festival in order to greater connect with their ancestors and experience what they did during the exodus. Women are exempt from this act, they need only consume meals in the structure. 
The Luvav.
Also known as the four spices, (Judaism 101) the Luvav may be seen as a very significant aspect of the festival as they are believed to be used to “rejoice before the lord”. The Luvav can be seen to be made of willow palm and myrtle or in the Hebrew arauvot and hadassim (Eliezer Segal 2009) Its second [image: http://yeahthatskosher.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/lulav_etrog_sets.jpg]aspect is the Etrog or in the Hebrew Citron. It takes the shape of a sweet smelling fruit which is grown in Israel. In the United Kingdom, many will decide to use a lemon  instead as it is more readily available and is still Kosher. The Mitzvot was practiced every day of the festival in the days of the Temple, however, since the destruction of the temple in 70 ACE Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai stated that as the act was no longer able to be practiced in the synagogue, they could be waved in the directions of the compass around the building as a, memorial to the temple of Jerusalem. (online) (Eliezer segal 2009)Fig 2 

Topically, the Luvav is held in the right or dominant hand, with its spine facing inwards towards the body. (Jewish learning) As this is done, the following blessing is spoken.
“Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ha-olam she-heche-ya-nu ve-ki-yi-ma-nu ve-higi-a-nu liz-man ha-zeh.” ( Jewish learning)
The Etrog is then placed in the left hand and are brought together.
In conclusion, there are many different traditions and rituals when considering the Jewish faith, however, it may be argued that the simplicity and meaning behind the festival of Sukkot may make it one of the most significant in the Jewish lunar calendar. This may be argued by the fact that it begins to take place directly after of the other most significant festivals, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
The practice may be seen to be one of the most central themes of the festival of Sukkot, as the four spices are believed to symbolise the four different aspects of Jewish life and culture.
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