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For the attention of Chief Constables

Dear Colleague,

Offensive Weapons Act commencement – Corrosive Substances
The Offensive Weapons Act Commencement Regulations have now been signed and laid, and these will bring the remaining provisions within the Offensive Weapons Act 2019 into force on 6 April 2022.   Consequential amendments are also made to the Sentencing Act 2020.

The provisions include prohibiting the sale of corrosive products to anyone under the age of 18, prohibiting the delivery of corrosive products to residential premises, making it a criminal offence to possess a corrosive substance in a public place and introducing minimum custodial sentences for those convicted of a second or subsequent possession offence.  

As Chair of the NPCC Corrosive Substance Working Group DCC Kearton acknowledged the commencement of the act stating, “that this reflects almost 5 years’ worth of police-committed, multiagency work to prevent these horrendous crimes, work which has seen a 70% reduction and the first time in UK history that corrosive substances have been mentioned in legislation”.

The Home Office have confirmed that they will also be reissuing the guidance on gov.uk as this is currently marked as the “final draft” and it will become statutory guidance on commencement of section 66 of the Offensive Weapons Act 2019 relating to guidance.  This will be done on 6 April 2022.  
1. Discussion & Issues
The full measures brought into effect through the act includes 
Part 1:  Corrosive products and substances
Part 3: Sale and delivery of knives etc
Part 4: Possession etc of certain offensive weapons
Part 5: Threatening with offensive weapons
Part 6: Firearms
Part 7: Enforcement
Part 8: Supplementary
Key Points:
The measures specific to Corrosive Substances are:  

Part 1:  Corrosive products and substances 
•	Section 1: sale of corrosive products to persons under 18s
•	Section 2: defence to remote sale of corrosive products to persons under 18
•	Section 3: delivery of corrosive products to residential premises etc
•	Section 4: Delivery of corrosive products to persons under 18
•	Section 6: Offensive of having a corrosive substance in a public place
•	Section 8: Appropriate custodial sentence for conviction under section 6 – this has now been superseded by the Sentencing Act 2020
•	Section 9: Offence under section 6: relevant convictions – this has now been repealed by the Sentencing Act 2020
•	Section 10: Search for corrosive substances

Part 4: Possession etc. of certain offensive weapons
•	Section 45: Prohibition on the possession of offensive weapons in further education premises

Part 5: Threatening with offensive weapons
•	Section 50: Offence of threatening with offensive weapon etc in a public place etc
•	Section 51: Offence of threatening with offensive weapon etc on further education premises
•	Section 52: Offence of threatening with an offensive weapon etc in a private place
•	Section 54: Search for corrosive substance on school or further education premises 

Part 7: Enforcement
•	Section 64: Enforcement of offences relating to sale etc of offensive weapons  
•	Section 65: Application of Regulatory Enforcement and Sanctions Act 2008


Part 8: Supplementary 
•	Section 66: Guidance on offences relating to offensive weapons etc.
 
Schedules 
•	Schedule 1: Corrosive products 
 
The Regulations can be reviewed at: The Offensive Weapons Act 2019 (Commencement No. 2 and Saving Provision) Regulations 2022 (legislation.gov.uk) and The Sentencing Act 2020 (Commencement No. 1) (England and Wales) Regulations 2022 (legislation.gov.uk) 

1. Consultation
A significant period of consultation has been undertaken prior to the issuing of the regulations and has included engagement the NPCC Corrosive Substance working Group, Ministry of Justice and Crown Prosecution Service to review adequacy of current legislation, sentencing frameworks and consistency in application.
Significant work has been undertaken with Defence Science Technologies Laboratory (DSTL) and the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) to develop and deliver a street-based testing device to enable and assist in the enforcement of the new regulations.

This device is current in use by the MPS as part of a secondary Pilot Trial and the full scientific testing of the capabilities is now complete with the final reports from DSTL expected in the next month.
The device (CEIA BLI-1) has been found to be capable of supporting the policing need in this area and in total 6 devices have to date been built.  

These devices will be available to forces for testing and purchase from the Manufacturer and whilst initially it was hoped that Home Office Funding may support a National Procurement process this ultimately could not be achieved due to constraints placed on the funding stream by the Home Office.

For further details on this device and it’s use contact can be made with Dr Dan Wood, CSci CChem FRSC within the Threat Mitigation Technologies Department within the Metropolitan Police.

The continued development and use of the CEIA BLI-1 on street testing device by the MPS and other forces nationally with specific consideration given to deployments around events such as the Commonwealth Games.
Yours sincerely
Rachel Kearton
Deputy Chief Constable, Suffolk Constabulary
NPCC Lead for Corrosive Substances
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